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STATE OF NEW YORK

9294

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 10, 2025

Introduced by M of A TAPIA -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Housi ng

AN ACT to anend the real property law, in relation to the disclosure of
tenant screening criteria and grounds for denial of rental applica-
tions

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The real property law is anmended by addi ng a new section
238-b to read as foll ows:

8 238-b. Disclosure of tenant screening criteria and grounds for
denial of rental applications. 1. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Tenant screening criteria” nmeans the conplete list of objective
and subjective factors a landlord uses to evaluate rental applications.
This includes, but is not limted to, financial history, credit score
thresholds, incone requirenents, prior evictions, crimnal background,
references, and conpl eteness or accuracy of the application.

(b) "lLandlord" nmeans any owner., |l essor, sublessor, assignor, or nanag-
ing agent of, or any other person having the right to rent or |ease a
housi ng accommodation, or any agent or enployee thereof.

2. (a) Prior to accepting any application fee, deposit, or screening
information from a prospective tenant, a landlord shall provide to the
applicant a clear and conspicuous witten disclosure of the tenant
screening criteria used to evaluate rental applications. Such disclosure
shall include:

(i) a detailed list of the screening criteria, which may include but
is not limted to:

(A) credit history and mninmnumcredit score thresholds, if any;

(B) crinmnal history policies;

(C) prior rental history, including past evictions;

(D) mininmumincone requirenents;

(E) reference requirenents; and/or
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(F) any policy regarding inconplete or i naccurate application
submni ssi ons;
(ii) whether the landlord will obtain a tenant screening report froma

consuner reporting agency, and if so, the nane and contact information
of such agency; and

(iii) a witten sunmary of the applicant's rights wunder federal and
New York state law with respect to consuner reports, including the right
to access and dispute the contents of such reports.

(b) A landlord shall not accept any application fee, deposit, or
conmmence any evaluation of an application until the disclosure required
by this subdivision has been provided.

3. (a) The tenant screening disclosure may be included in or adjacent
to the rental application form provided it is clearly |abeled and
presented in bold, underlined, or otherw se conspicuous print.

(b) The applicant shall sign an acknow edgnent indicating that the
di scl osure was nade available to themprior to submtting any applica-
tion nmaterials or fees. Such acknow edgnent shall include the follow ng

or a substantively equival ent statenent:

"By signing below you acknow edge that you have been provided wth
and had the opportunity to review. the landlord's tenant screening
criteria. The tenant screening criteria may include factors such as
credit history, crimnal background, rental history, incone verifica-

tion, and the conpl eteness or accuracy of infornation provided. If vyou
do not neet these criteria, your application nay be denied and your
application fee will not be refunded."

(c) If the acknowl edgnent is not signed, there shall be a rebuttable
presunption that the required disclosure was not provided.

4. (a) If a landlord rejects an applicant w thout having provided the
di scl osure required under subdivision two of this section, such | andlord
shall refund the full amount of any application fee and application
deposit paid.

(b) Upon witten request by an applicant, the landlord shall mail or
otherwi se deliver the refund to the address provided by the applicant
within fourteen days of such request.

8§ 2. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
nment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw




