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Introduced by M of A DI PIETRO -- read once and referred to the Comrt-
tee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to creating the offense of
unl awf ul funeral protest

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The penal law is amended by adding a new section 240.12 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 240.12 Unlawful funeral protest.

1. A person is qguilty of unlawful funeral protest when such person
engages in protest activities at any location at which a funeral is
held, within one hour prior to the conmmencenent of any funeral, and
until one hour following the cessation of any funeral, if such protest
activities:

(a) take place within one thousand feet of a road, pathway. or other
route of ingress to or egress fromcenetery property and include, as
part of such activities, any individual willfully making or assisting in
the making of any noise or diversion that disturbs or tends to disturb
the peace or good order of the funeral, nenorial service, or cerenpny;
or

(b) are within one thousand feet of such cenetery and inpede the
access to or egress fromsuch cenetery.

2. As used in this section:

(a) "funeral" neans the cerenonies, processions, and nenorial services
held in connection with the burial or crenmation of the dead; and

(b) "protest activities" neans:

(1) any picketing or simlar conduct;

(2) any oration, speech or use of sound anplification equipnment or
device or sinmlar conduct that is not part of a conmmenorative service;

(3) the display of any placard, sign, banner, flag or simlar device,
unl ess such display is part of a commenorative service; and
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(4) the distribution of any handbill, panphlet, leaflet or other wit-

ten or printed matter, other than a programdistributed as part of a

commenprative service.

3. Each day on whi

ch a violation of this section occurs shall consti -

tute a separate offense.

Unl awful funeral protest is a class B m sdeneanor, unless committed by

a person who has previously pled quilty to or been found quilty of a

violation of this

section, in which case the violation is a class A

m sdenmeanor .
8 2. This act shall
ing the date upon whi

take effect on the first of Novenber next succeed-
ch it shall have becorme a | aw.



