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STATE OF NEW YORK

922

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefiled)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the famly court act and the social services law, in
relation to the "safe |andings for youth | eaving foster care act" or
"safe |l andings act"; and to anmend a chapter of the [aws of 2024 anend-
ing the famly court act and the social services lawrelating to
enacting the "safe landings for youth leaving foster care act" or
"safe landings act", as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.
8724-B and A. 9321-B, in relation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (b) of section 255 of the famly court act, as
added by a chapter of the laws of 2024 anending the famly court act and
the social services lawrelating to enacting the "safe Ilandings for
youth Jleaving foster care act" or "safe landings act", as proposed in
| egislative bills nunbers S. 8724-B and A 9321-B, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) An order of the family court or a judge thereof directing a social
services district and/or social services official, as defined in section

two of the social services |aw, [ardlor—ar—authorizedagency—as—defined

serwvces—aw-] to performan action for the purpose of assisting a youth
placed in foster <care, shall remain enforceable after such youth is
di scharged from foster care pursuant to subdivision (d) of section one
t housand ei ghty-eight of this act.

8§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 11 of section 355.5 of the famly
court act, as added by a chapter of the |laws of 2024 anmending the famly
court act and the social services lawrelating to enacting the "safe
| andings for youth |leaving foster care act" or "safe | andings act", as
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proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 8724-B and A  9321-B, is
anmended and a new paragraph (c) is added to read as foll ows:

(b) [&5] The court shall maintain jurisdiction over a notion
described in paragraph (a) of this subdivision if such notion is filed

before the re;pondent attains the age of [LMﬁﬂ%y—+me——e¢—aLLe#—saeh

ebtain—stable-housing] twenty-three. The court's jurisdiction over any

such motion shall continue until such notion and any rel ated appeal s are
finally resol ved.

(c) If the respondent is eligible to return to foster care pursuant to
the provisions of article ten-B of this act, upon the consent of the
respondent, the court may convert a notion brought under this subdivi-
sion to a notion to return the respondent to foster care.

8 3. Subdivision (j) of section 756-a of the famly court act, as
added by a chapter of the | aws of 2024 anmending the famly court act and
the social services law relating to enacting the "safe | andings for
youth | eaving foster care act" or "safe landings act", as proposed in
| egislative bills nunbers S. 8724-B and A. 9321-B, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(j) Were placenent will end prior to a subsequent permanency hearing
due to the respondent's age and/or failure to consent to continuation of
pl acenment, court orders made pursuant to this section shall be enforcea-
bl e agai nst the social services district and/or social services offi-
ciaI ~as defined in sectlon t wo of the SOCIal services Iaw [and#e#—#he

hundFed—se4enLy-ene—ei—Lhe—see+a#—se¢¥+ees—+éwwq thh mhon1such respond-

ent was placed after such respondent was di scharged from care.

(i) The court shall maintain jurisdiction over a case for purposes of
hearing a notion for contenpt agai nst the agency with whomthe respond-
ent was placed pursuant to section seven hundred fifty-three of the
judiciary law. Such a nmotion may be brought by such respondent who was
formerly placed pursuant to section seven hundred fifty-six of this part
or this section. In addition to any other defense, it shall be an
affirmati ve defense to a notion filed in accordance with this paragraph
that conpliance with the court order was not possible due solely to the
youth's refusal to consent to continuation of foster care placenent
where such refusal is docunmented in a signed, notarized letter executed
by the youth after consultation with their attorney for the child.

(iit) [£A-] The court shall maintain jurisdiction over a notion
described in paragraph (i) of this subdivision if such notionis filed
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i-rg] twenty-three. The court's jurisdiction over any
such nmotion shall continue until such notion and any rel ated appeal s are

(iii) If the respondent is eligible to return to foster care pursuant

to the provisions of article ten-B of this act, upon the consent of the
respondent, the court may convert a notion brought under this subdivi-
sion to a notion to return the respondent to foster care.

8 4. Subdivision (d) of section 1088 of the fam ly court act, as added
by a chapter of the |aws of 2024 anending the famly court act and the
social services law relating to enacting the "safe | andings for youth
| eaving foster care act" or "safe |landings act", as proposed in |egisla-
tive bills nunbers S. 8724-B and A 9321-B, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(d) (i) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (ii) of this subdivi-
sion, the court shall also maintain jurisdiction over a case for
purposes of hearing a notion brought by a fornmer foster care youth, as
defined in article ten-B of this act, or by a young adult who |left
foster care upon or after attaining the age of twenty-one, for contenpt
pursuant to section seven hundred fifty-three of the judiciary Iaw,
against a social services district and/or social services official, as
defined in section two of the social services |aw —ardler—anr—authorized

In addition to any other defense, it
shall be an affirmative defense to a notion filed in accordance wth
this paragraph that conpliance with the court order was not possible due
solely to the youth's refusal to consent to continuation of foster care
pl acement where such refusal is docunmented in a signed, notarized letter
executed by the youth after consultation with their attorney for the
child.

(it) [&A] The court shall maintain jurisdiction over a notion
described in paragraph (i) of this subdivision if such notion is filed
before the former foster care youth or young adult attains the age of

housing] twenty-three. The <court's jurisdiction over any such notion

shall continue until such nmotion and any related appeals are finally
resol ved.
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(iii) If the vouth is eligible to return to foster care pursuant to

the provisions of article ten-B of this act, upon the consent of the
youth, the court may convert a notion brought under this subdivision to
a notion to return the youth to foster care

8 5. Cause (C1) of subparagraph (viii) of paragraph 2 of subdivision
(d) of section 1089 of the fanily court act, as added by a chapter of
the laws of 2024 anmending the famly court act and the social services
law relating to enacting the "safe |andings for youth | eaving foster

care act" or "safe landings act", as proposed in legislative bills
nunbers S. 8724-B and A 9321-B, is anmended to read as foll ows:
(G1) Were placenent will be ending prior to a subsequent pernanency

hearing due to the child attaining twenty-one years of age, the court
may direct the social services district and/or the social services offi-
cial, as defined by section two of the social services |aw, [andler—an

—] to provide assistance
or services to such child and such orders shall be enforceable after
such child is discharged fromfoster care pursuant to subdivision (d) of
section one thousand eighty-eight of this article.

8 6. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2-a of section 358-a of the soci al
services |law, as added by a chapter of the laws of 2024 amending the
famly court act and the social services lawrelating to enacting the
"safe landings for youth leaving foster care act" or "safe |andings
act", as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 8724-B and A. 9321-B,
is amended to read as follows:

(c) (i) Subject to the provisions of subparagraph (ii) of this para-
graph, the <court shall also maintain jurisdiction over a case for the
pur poses of hearing and deciding a notion brought by a former foster
care youth, as defined in article ten-B of the fanmly court act, or by a
young adult who left foster care upon or after attaining the age of
twenty-one, for contenpt pursuant to section seven hundred fifty-three
of the judiciary |aw against a social services district and/or social

]. In addition to any other defense,
it shall be an affirmative defense to a notion filed in accordance with
this paragraph that conpliance with the court order was not possible due
solely to the youth's refusal to consent to continuation of foster care
pl acenment where such refusal is docunmented in a signed, notarized letter
executed by the vyouth after consultation with their attorney for the
child.
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(ii) [A] The court shall maintain jurisdiction over a notion
described in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph if such notion is filed
before the former foster care youth or young adult attains the age of

[ve

housing] twenty-three. The <court's jurisdiction over any such notion
shall continue until such nmotion and any related appeals are finally
resol ved.

|

(iii) If the youth is eligible to return to foster care pursuant to

the provisions of article ten-B of the famly court act, upon the
consent of the youth, the court may convert a notion brought under this
paragraph to a notion to return the youth to foster care.

8§ 7. Section 11 of a chapter of the |laws of 2024 amending the famly
court act and the social services lawrelating to enacting the "safe
Il andings for youth leaving foster care act" or "safe |andings act", as
proposed in legislative bills nunbers S 8724-B and A 9321-B, is
anended to read as foll ows:

§ 11. This act shall take effect on the [thirtieth] one hundred eight-
ieth day after it shall have becone a law and shall apply only to orders
issued on or after such date.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect i mediately; provided however, that
sections one, two, three, four, five and six of this act shall take
effect on the sane date and in the same nanner as a chapter of the | aws
of 2024 amending the fam |y court act and the social services law rel at-
ing to enacting the "safe | andings for youth |leaving foster care act" or
"safe landings act”, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 8724-B
and A 9321-B, takes effect.




