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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Sept ember 26, 2025

Introduced by M of A SIMON -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to creating the "foster
care higher education scholarship pilot prograni; and providing for
t he repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "foster care higher education scholarship pilot progran'.

§ 2. Section 604 of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. Foster care higher education scholarship pilot program pursuant to
section six hundred sixty-eight-h of this title.

8§ 3. The -education lawis amended by adding a new section 668-h to
read as foll ows:

8 668-h. Foster care higher education scholarship pilot program 1
Purpose. The president shall establish a pilot programfor the purpose
of granting scholarship awards to enhance opportunities for higher
education for children and young adults who are receiving, or who have
received, foster care services in New York state. Such scholarship
awards shall be available for the tuition and non-tuition costs of
eligible students enrolled in approved in-state undergraduate prograns
or vocational training prograns.

2. Definitions. As used in this section, the term

(a) "Tuition" neans the total senester., quarter, or credit hour cost
of instruction to the student as periodically published in the catal ogue
of the institutions, specifically excluding mandatory fees, book charg-
es, and room and board.

(b) "Non-tuition cost of attendance” neans (i) the actual anmount
charged by the institution for roomand board, and (ii) an allowance for
transportation, books, supplies, and personal expenses as determ ned by
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the president and as approved by the director of the budget, provided
that such determ nation shall be nmade no later than Decenmber first of

each vyear for use in the succeeding acadenic vear. In the event a
student does not incur roomor board charges at the institution, "non-
tuition cost of attendance" shall nean an all owance for room and board
as determned by the president and approved by the director of the budg-
et. In determning allowances pursuant to this paragraph, the president
nmay take into consideration the allowances provided for in the Pel
grant program pursuant to section 1070-a of title 20 of the United
states Code

(c) "Part-tinme study" neans enrollnent for at least three but less
than twelve senester hours per senmester, or the equivalent, in an
approved undergraduate program

(d) "Full-tinme study" shall nean enrollnent for at |east twelve credit

hours per senester, or the equivalent., in an approved undergraduate
program.

e " roved vocational trainin rograns” neans in-state prograns
of fered by agencies approved by the comm ssioner for funding pursuant to
this section. The commissioner shall approve only such non-credit

prograns  which are at | east three hundred twenty clock hours in | ength,
and whi ch neet standards of instructional quality established in regu-

lations by the comm ssioner. These standards shall include, but not be
limted to, qualifications of admnistrative and instructional person-
nel, quality of facilities and equipnent. recordkeeping, adm SSion

gradi ng, attendance, and record of placenent of conpleters which neets
st andards of acceptability as established by the comni ssi oner.

3. Eligibility. (a) An applicant shall be eligible for a scholarship
award pursuant to this section if, at the tine of the initial applica-
tion to the corporation., the applicant has applied for and been sel ected
to receive for the first tine an education and training voucher pursuant
to paragraph i of section 677 of the United States code for the first
academ c year follow ng enactnent of the legislation and:

(1) is a legal resident of New York state;

(2) is sixteen to twenty-three vears of age;

(3) has received foster care services pursuant to section three
hundred fifty-eight-a of the social services law or article ten of the
famly court act for a period of nine nonths or nore following the
child's sixteenth birthday or has been adopted after the age of sixteen

(4) has received (i) a certificate of graduation froma school provid-
ing secondary education froma state within the United States; or (ii)
the recogni zed equi valent of such certificate; or (iii) received a pass-
ing score on a federally approved ability to benefit test that has been
identified by the board of regents as satisfying the eligibility
requirenents of this section and has been independently adnm nistered and
eval uated as defined by the commi ssioner; and

(5) is matriculated in (i) an approved undergraduate program or (ii)
an approved in-state vocational training program Pursuant to paragraph
a of subdivision four of section six hundred sixty-one of this part, the
institution or vocational training programshall be one that has been
approved and operating in this state for at |east one year, and has been
approved for participation in federal student financial aid prograns
authorized by Title IV of the H gher Education Act of 1965, as anended.

(b) Applications for a scholarship award shall be nade on forns and in
the manner prescribed by the corporation.

4. Anmount. (a) The president shall grant annual scholarships in the
foll owi ng anpbunts:
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1 If the recipient attends an undergraduate programat an institu-
tion of the city university of New York or an institution of the state
university of New York, the annual award shall be an anmpunt equal to
the tuition charged at the applicable institution of the state universi-
ty of New York or the city wuniversity of New York provided that,
notw thstanding any provision of |law to the contrary, the tuition
charged to award recipients shall not exceed that charged to state resi-
dent students attending such institution; the mandatory fees charged at
such institution; and the non-tuition costs of attendance at such insti-
tution or college, provided that the scholarship shall not exceed an
anount that is equal to the total costs of attendance deternined for
federal Title |V student financial aid purposes, less all other scholar-
ships and grants provided by New York state, other states, the federa
governnent, or other governnments excluding loans., and the anmpbunt of
educational benefits excluding | oans paid under any program that would
duplicate the purposes of this program provided that any schol arships
or grants provided to a recipient by the institution which are intended
to fund any portion of the difference between the annual award anount
and the actual costs of attendance at any such institution shall not be
considered to duplicate the purposes of this program

(2) |If the recipient attends any other approved undergraduate program
or vocational training programw thin New York state, the annual award
shall be based upon an anpunt equal to: the tuition charged to state
resident students attending a four-year college of the state university
of New York; the average mandatory fees charged at four-year colleges of
the state university of New York, or the actual tuition and fees charged
to the recipient, whichever is less; and the average non-tuition cost of
attendance, as determ ned by the president and as approved by the direc-
tor of the budget, for a student at the state university of New York or
the actual non-tuition cost of attendance at such institution incurred
by the recipient, whichever is |less, provided that the scholarship shal
not exceed an anmpunt that is equal to the total cost of attendance
determined for federal Title IV student financial aid purposes, |less al
ot her schol arships and grants provided by New York state, other states,
the federal governnent, or other governnments excluding |loans, and the
anpount of educational benefits excluding |oans paid under any program
that would duplicate the purposes of this program provided that any
schol arships or grants provided to a recipient by the institution which
are intended to fund any portion of the difference between the annual
award anount and the actual costs of attendance at any such institution

shall not be considered to duplicate the purposes of this program
(b) Nothing contained in this section shall nodify or elimnate the

obligations of a social services official pursuant to subdivision ten of
section three hundred ninety-eight of the social services |aw who, for a
foster child in attendance at a college or university away from such
child's foster famly boarding hone, group hone, agency boardi ng hone or
institution, makes foster paynments to such college or university in lieu
of paynment to the foster parents or authorized agency. for the purpose
of room and board..

(c) In no event shall the conbination of all student financial aid
received by a student exceed a recipient's total cost of attendance at
the institution being attended.

5. Additional services. If a student qualifying for the foster care
hi gher education scholarship pilot programhas matriculated in an under-
graduate institution of the state university of New York, the city
uni versity of New York, or a non-public institution of higher education
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which operates an education opportunity program pursuant to sections
sixty-four hundred fifty-one or sixty-four hundred fifty-two of this

chapter, the student should be provided access to the support services
provided under this education opportunity program including renedial
courses, developnental and conpensatory courses and summer cl asses,
special tutoring, counseling. and gui dance services.

6. Duration. (a) Each recipient enrolled in an approved undergraduate
program shall receive awards for nore than eight senesters of full tinme
under graduate study, or the equivalent of four academ c years.

(b) No recipient enrolled in an approved vocational training program
shall receive awards for nore than four senesters of full-tinme study or
the equivalent of two academi c years of full-tine study.

7. Requirenents. (a) FEach recipient of an award pursuant to this
section shall enroll in an approved full-time or part-tine degree,
diploma or certificate program or course of undergraduate study and
retain satisfactory acadeni c standing.

b) Each recipient of a scholarship award ursuant to this section
shall be required to conplete a new application for each subsequent
acadeni ¢ year and nust neet the eligibility requirenents set forth in
subpar agraphs one through five of paragraph (a) of subdivision three of
this section, provided that no recipient shall receive awards for a
period of tinme exceeding the provisions set forth in subdivision six of
this section.

(c) Each applicant shall have conpleted the following at the tinme of
initial application and each application for subsequent acadenic years:
(1) applied for a tuition assistance programaward pursuant to section
six hundred sixty-seven of this subpart, (2) conpleted and subnmitted a
federal student aid application pursuant to section 1090 of the United
States code, and (3) applied for and been selected to receive an educa-
tional and training voucher pursuant to paragraph i of section 677 of
the United States code. Pursuant to paragraph (a) of subdivision four of
this section, when determ ning the annual award anpunt, any grant aid or
financial assistance received, excluding | oans, shall be utilized to
offset the total cost of attendance deternmined for federal Title |V
student financial aid purposes to the maxi num extent possible, except
that nothing shall require that aid received which may be used towards
costs other than tuition shall be applied toward the cost of tuition.

8. Reports and the evaluation of the pilot program Upon the
conpletion of two years of operation and four years of operation., the
president shall evaluate and assess the results of the pilot program
including the foll ow ng:

(a) The retention rate of all scholarship recipients enrolled in a
four-year undergraduate programupon two years of operation;

(b) The retention rate of all scholarship recipients enrolled in a
four-year undergraduate programwith access to the services offered
under an education opportunity program pursuant to sections sixty-four
hundred fifty-one and sixty-four hundred fifty-two of this chapter upon
two yvears of operation;

(c) The degree conpletion rate of scholarship recipients enrolled in
vocational training prograns upon two years of operation;

(d) The degree conpletion rate of scholarship recipients enrolled as
full-tine students in a two-year undergraduate program upon two yvears of
operation;

(e) The degree conpletion rate of scholarship recipients enrolled as
full-tine students in a two-year undergraduate program wth access to

the services offered under an education opportunity program pursuant to
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sections sixty-four hundred fifty-one and sixty-four hundred fifty-two
of this chapter upon two years of operation

(f) The degree conpletion rate of scholarship recipients enrolled as
full-tine students in a four-year undergraduate program upon four vyears
of operation;

(g) The degree conpletion rate of scholarship recipients enrolled as
full-tine students in a four-year undergraduate programw th access to
the services offered under an education opportunity program pursuant to
sections sixty-four hundred fifty-one and sixty-four hundred fifty-two
of this chapter upon four years of operation;

(h) The retention rate of scholarship recipients enrolled as part-tine
students in an undergraduate program upon four years of operation; and

(i) The retention rate of scholarship recipients enrolled as part-tine
students in an undergraduate programw th access to the services offered
under an education opportunity program pursuant to sections sixty-four
hundred fifty-one and sixty-four hundred fifty-two of this chapter upon
four years of operation.

9. Rules and reqgulations. The corporation in consultation with the
conm ssioner of the office of <children and famly services, shal
promul gate any rules and regul ations necessary for the inplenentation of
the provisions of this section.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect i mediately; and shall be applicable
for awards nade for the academi c year which begins on the first of July
next succeeding such effective date and shall expire four years |ater
when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened repeal ed.




