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STATE OF NEW YORK

9120

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Sept ember 26, 2025

Introduced by M of A RAJKUMAR -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governmental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to providing free |egal
counsel to domestic viol ence survivors

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The executive law is anmended by addi ng a new section 577 to
read as foll ows:

8 577. Civil legal services program for incone-eligible donestic
violence survivors. 1. Definitions. For the purposes of this section
the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Brief legal assistance" neans individualized |egal assistance
provided in one or nore single consultations by a designhated organiza-
tion to an incone-eligible donestic violence survivor in connection with
a _divorce proceeding.

(b) "Designated organization” neans a not-for-profit organization or
association contracted to provide full Jlegal representation or brief
| egal assistance pursuant to the programestablished by this section.

(c) "Director" neans the executive director of the office for the
prevention of donestic violence.

(d) "Divorce proceeding"” nmeans any action for divorce or specia
action as described in section one hundred seventy and one hundred
seventy-a of the donestic relations |aw

(e) "Full legal representation” neans ongoing legal representation
provided by a designated organization to an incone-eligible donestic
viol ence survivor. Such termincludes all legal advice, advocacy, and
assi stance associated with such representation.

(f) "lIncone-eligible donestic violence survivor" neans any i ndividua

who is covered by the term"victimof donestic violence" as such termis
defined in section four hundred fifty-nine-a of the social services |aw,
who is a resident of the state of New York aged 18 or older, and whose
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annual gross household incone is not in excess of two hundred fifty
percent of the federal poverty guidelines as updated periodically in the
Federal Register by the United States Departnent of Health and Human
Services under the authority of 42 U S.C. § 9902(2).

(g) "Progrant neans the civil legal services programfor incone-eligi-
bl e donmestic violence survivors established by this section

2. Program (a) Subject to appropriation, the coordinator shall inple-
nent a program to provide full legal representation and brief |ega

assistance for incone-eligible donestic violence survivors in divorce
proceedings in the state.

(b) Any full legal representation comenced pursuant to the program
shall continue until the final disposition of the divorce proceeding.

(c) Full legal representation or brief |egal assistance perforned by a
designated organi zation pursuant to the program shall not supplant,
replace, or satisfy any obligations or responsibilities of such desig-
nated organi zation pursuant to any other program contract, or agree-
nent.

3. Training. The director shall work with relevant agencies to provide
training and resources to designated organizations on topics related to
donestic and gender-based violence, including training on econonic abuse
and traunm-inforned engagenent practices.

4. Qutreach. The director shall create witten materials that contain
information about the program any interpretation services that are
available in divorce proceedings, and any other free or lowcost |egal
services or resources available for incone-eligible donestic violence
survivors in divorce proceedings. Such witten materials shall be posted
online and nade available at relevant offices as deternmined by the
director.

5. Report. No later than one vear after the effective date of this

section, and annually thereafter, the director shall submt to the
governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the
assenbly a report on the program Such report shall include, but need

not be limted to, the following for the preceding year

(a) the total nunber of incone-eligible donestic violence survivors
who requested to receive full legal representation or brief 1|egal
assi stance through the program

(b) the total nunber of incone-eligible donestic violence survivors
who requested to receive full legal representation or brief lega
assistance through the program and did not receive such full |egal
representation or such brief |egal assistance, and the reasons why;

(c) the total nunber of incone-eligible donestic violence survivors
who have received full legal representation through the program whose
di vorce proceedings have been concluded, including whether each such
di vorce proceeding was contested or uncontested, and the total anpunt of
fees paid for each such full legal representation

(d) the total nunber of incone-eligible donestic violence survivors
who have received full legal representation through the program whose
divorce proceedings are ongoing, including whether each such divorce
proceedi ng was contested or uncontested, and the total anmount of fees
paid for each such full legal representation

(e) the total anmpbunt of fees paid to designated organizations;

(f) any challenges in inplenenting or operating the program and

(g) the total estinmated anbunt of funding required for the programfor
the upcom ng vear.

6. Private right of action. Nothing in this section or the admnis-
tration or application thereof shall be construed to create a private
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right of action on the part of any person or entity against agency,
official, or enployee thereof.

7. Exenption. The director shall have the authority to exenpt any
city, town or village fromthe provisions of this section if the direc-
tor deternmines such city, town or village has a conparabl e program

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmde and
compl eted on or before such effective date.




