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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

Sept ember 26, 2025

Introduced by M of A BENDETT -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to includ-
ing a town, through its dog control officers acting at the behest of a
police officer, as an inpounding organization

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph a of subdivision 6 of section 373 of the agricul-
ture and markets |aw, as anended by chapter 289 of the |aws of 2018, is
amended to read as foll ows:

a. If any aninmal is seized and i npounded pursuant to the provisions of
this section, section three hundred fifty-three-d of this article or
section three hundred seventy-five of this article for any violation of
this article, upon arraignnent of charges, or within a reasonable tine
thereafter, the duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty
to animals, humane society, pound, animal shelter or any authorized
agents thereof, or a town through its dog control officers who act at
the behest of a police officer to seize an aninmal, hereinafter referred
to for the purposes of this section as the "inmpounding organization"
may file a petition with the court in which crimnal charges have been
filed requesting that the person fromwhoman animal is seized or the
owner of the animal be ordered to post a security. The district attorney
prosecuting the charges may file and obtain the requested relief on
behal f of the inmpoundi ng organization if requested to do so by the
i mpoundi ng organi zation. The security shall be in an amount sufficient
to secure paynment for all reasonabl e expenses expected to be incurred by
t he i npoundi ng organi zation in caring and providing for the ani mal pend-
ing disposition of the charges. Reasonabl e expenses shall include, but
not be limted to, estimted nmedical care and boarding of the aninmal for
at least thirty days. The amount of the security, if any, shall be
determned by the court after taking into consideration all of the facts
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and circunmstances of the case including, but not limted to the recom
mendati on of the inmpounding organi zati on having custody and care of the
sei zed animal and the cost of caring for the aninmal. If a security has
been posted in accordance with this section, the inmpoundi ng organization
may draw fromthe security the actual reasonable costs to be incurred by
such organi zation in caring for the seized aninal.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.



