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STATE OF NEW YORK

8883

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 9, 2025

Introduced by M of A RIVERA PEOPLES- STOKES -- read once and referred
to the Cormittee on Ways and Means

AN ACT to anmend the judiciary law, in relation to judicial departnents

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 70 of the judiciary |law, as amended by chapter 690
of the laws of 2007, is anended to read as foll ows:

8§ 70. Judicial departnents. The state is hereby divided into four
judicial departnments. The first department shall consist of the counties
enbraced within the first and twelfth judicial districts; the second
departnent shall consist of the counties enbraced wthin the second,
ninth, tenth, eleventh and thirteenth judicial districts; the third
departnent shall consist of the counties enbraced wthin the third,
fourth and sixth judicial districts; the fourth departnent shall consi st
of the counties enbraced within the fifth, seventh [ard]., eighth, four-
teenth, and fifteenth judicial districts.

8§ 2. Section 140 of the judiciary law, as anmended by chapter 10 of the
| aws of 1948, the opening paragraph and the second undesignated para-
graph as anended and the thirteenth undesi gnated paragraph as added by
chapter 690 of the laws of 2007, the first undesignated paragraph as
amended by chapter 1006 of the laws of 1981, the tenth undesignated
par agraph as amended and the el eventh undesi gnated paragraph as added by
chapter 692 of the laws of 1962, and the twel fth undesi gnated paragraph
as anmended by chapter 38 of the |aws of 1982, is anmended and two new
undesi gnat ed paragraphs fourteen and fifteen are added to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 140. Division of state into judicial districts. The state is hereby
divided into [thi+teen] fifteen judicial districts, pursuant to the
provisions of the first section of the sixth article of the constitu-
tion, which districts shall be arranged as foll ows:

The first judicial district shall consist of the county of New York

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBD13372-02-5



OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 8883 2

The second judicial district shall consist of the county of Kings;

The third judicial district shall consist of the counties of Col unbia,
Sullivan, U ster, G eene, Al bany, Schoharie and Renssel aer;

The fourth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Warren
Sar at oga, Washi ngton, Essex, Franklin, Saint Lawence, dinton, Mntgom
ery, Hamlton, Fulton and Schenect ady;

The fifth judicial district shall consist of the counties of [OGrenda—
ga-] Oneida, Oswego, Herkiner, Jefferson [and], Lewis, Cayuga, Ontario
Seneca, Wayne and Yates;

The sixth judicial district shall consist of the counties of O sego,
Del aware, Madison, Chenango, Broone, Tioga, Chenung, Tonpkins, Cortland
and Schuyl er;

The seventh judicial district shall consist of the [esunties] county

of [LHHngsten—\Vbyne— Seneca—Yates—Otari-o—Steuben-] Minroe [and

Cayugal | o . _
The eighth judicial district shall consist of the [eceunties]

Eriel; L As—Ni ce—A

county of

AN a ana

The ninth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Westches-
ter, Putnam Dutchess, Orange and Rockl and;

The tenth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Nassau
and Suff ol k.

The eleventh judicial district shall consist of the county of Queens.
The <creation of such eleventh district shall not affect or inpair the
rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee of the
supreme court in office on the first day of Septenber, nineteen hundred
and sixty-two in the tenth judicial district as theretofore constituted;
each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of Queens on such
date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the eleventh judi-
cial district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the counties
of Nassau and Suffol k on such date shall thereafter be an officer or
enpl oyee for the tenth judicial district.

The twelfth judicial district shall consist of the county of Bronx.
The creation of such twelfth district shall not affect or inpair the
rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee of the
supreme court in office on the first day of January, nineteen hundred
eighty-three in the first judicial district as theretofore constituted;
each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of Bronx on such
date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the twelfth judicial
district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of New
York on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
first judicial district.

The thirteenth judicial district shall consist of the county of Rich-
mond. The creation of such thirteenth district shall not affect or
inmpair the rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enpl oyee
of the suprene court in office on the first day of January, two thousand
eight in the second judicial district as theretofore constituted; each
such officer or enployee enployed in the county of R chnond on such date
shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the thirteenth judicial
district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of
Kings on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
second judicial district.

The fourteenth judicial district shall consist of the county of Onon-
daga. The creation of such fourteenth district shall not affect or
inpair the rights, privileges or conpensation of any officer or enployee
of the suprene court in office on the first day of January, two thousand
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twenty-six in the fifth judicial district as theretofore constituted:;
each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of Onondaga on such
date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the fourteenth judi-
cial district and each such officer or enployee enployed in the counties
of Herkiner, Jefferson, lewis, Oneida, and Oswego on such date shal
thereafter be an officer or enployee for the fifth judicial district.

The fifteenth judicial district shall consist of the counties of Alle-
gany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, CGenesee, Livingston, N agara, Ol eans,
St euben, and Woning. The creation of such fifteenth judicial district
shall not affect or inpair the rights, privileges, or conpensation of
any officer or enployee of the suprene court in office on the first day
of January, two thousand twenty-six in the seventh and eighth judicia
districts as theretofore constituted; each such officer or enployee
enployed in the counties of Cayuga, Ontario, Seneca, Wayne, and Yates on
such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the fifth judi-
cial district; each such officer or enployee enployed in the county of
Monroe on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee for the
seventh judicial district; each such officer or enployee enployed in the
county of Erie on such date shall thereafter be an officer or enployee
for the eighth judicial district; each such officer or enployee enpl oyed
in the counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Genesee, Living-
ston, Niagara, Oleans, Steuben, and Womng shall thereafter be an
officer or enployee for the fifteenth judicial district.

§ 3. Section 140-a of the judiciary |law, as anmended by chapter 749 of
the laws of 2023, is anmended to read as foll ows:

8 140-a. Number of supreme court justices in each judicial district.
The nunber of justices of the suprene court in each judicial district
shall be as foll ows:

1. First district, thirty-eight;

2. Second district, fifty-three;

3. Third district, seventeen;

4. Fourth district, fourteen;

5. Fifth district, [sreteen] fourteen

6

7

8

9

Sixth district, eleven;

Seventh district, [twenty] thirteen;

Ei ghth district, [twenty—eight] eighteen;
. Ninth district, thirty-four;

10. Tenth district, fifty-one;

11. Eleventh district, forty-four;

12. Twelfth district, twenty-nine;

13. Thirteenth district, nine.

14. Fourteenth district, nine.

15. Fifteenth district, thirteen.

No person nmay serve in the office of justice of the supreme court
unl ess [he—o+—she] such person has been admitted to practice law in the
state of New York for at least ten years as of the date [he—or—she
comences] they commence the duties of office.

8§ 4. The follow ng narmed justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terns for
which they were elected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the fifth judicial district as reconstituted and continued by
this act.

El ena Cariol a
Jason Cook
Scott Del Conte
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Julie Denton
Dani el | e Fogel
Gregory G| bert
James McC usky
Charl es Merrel

W Il iam Ransei er
Pet er Rayhill

Mar k Rose

Janmes Vazzana

Jean Marie Westl ake

The following named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terns for
which they were el ected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the seventh judicial district as reconstituted and continued by
this act.

Victoria Argento
Vincent Dinolfo
Gai | Donofrio
Dani el Doyl e
John Gal | agher
St ephen Li ndl ey
Kevin Nasca

Al exander Renzi
St acey Roneo
Charl es Schi ano
Judith Sinclair
Erin Ski nner

W1 Iliam Tayl or

The followi ng named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terns for
which they were elected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the eighth judicial district as reconstituted and continued by
this act.

Tracey Banni ster
John Curran

Di ane Devlin
Paul a Ferol eto
Dani el Furl ong
Debor ah Haendi ges
Crai g Hannah

Lynn Keane

John Licata

Ay Mart oche

Mar k Mont our
Henry Nowak

Cat heri ne Nugent
E. Jeanette QOgden
Frank Sedita
Donna Si wek

Mary Slisz

Geral d Whal en
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The following named justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the renmminder of the terns for
which they were elected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the fourteenth judicial district as created and constituted by
this act.

Robert Ant onacci
Donald G eenwood
Debor ah Kar al unas
Kevi n Kuehner
Joseph Lanendol a
Rory McMahon
James Muir phy
CGerard Neri

The following naned justices or their successors in office on the
effective date of this act shall for the remainder of the terms for
which they were elected or appointed be justices of the suprene court in
and for the fifteenth judicial district as created and constituted by
this act.

Frank Caruso
Debor ah Chi nes
Emlio Col ai acovo
Cerald Greenan |11
Grace Hanl on
Joseph Lorigo

M chael Norris
Kel |y Vacco

Sam Val | eri ani
Joseph WAl dorf
Janmes Wl sh
Raynmond Wl t er
Paul Wjtaszek

8 5. It is the intended object of this act to erect, in the fourth
judicial departnent, the fourteenth judicial district, conprising the
county of Onondaga, and the fifteenth judicial district, conprising the
counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Genesee, Livingston,
Ni agara, Ol eans, Steuben, and Wom ng, and to provide for the enpl oyees
t hereof selection, designation, nom nation and election in the genera
election to be held in Novenber 2026 of justices of the fifth, seventh,
eighth, fourteenth, and fifteenth judicial districts consistent with the
foregoi ng provisions of this act. Any other consistent provision of |aw,
rule or regulation which by its ternms or in its application aids in the
acconplishnent of such object shall be given full force and effect. Any
provi sion which is inconsistent with the acconplishment of such object
shall be denied force and effect to the extent that it nay be applicable
t her et o.

8§ 6. If any provision of any section of this act is held void or
unconstitutional, all other provisions and all other sections of this
act which are not expressly held to be void or unconstitutional shal
continue in full force and effect.

8 7. This act shall take effect imediately except that the provisions
of sections one, two, three, and four of this act shall take effect
January 1, 2027.



