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STATE OF NEW YORK

8811

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 9, 2025

Introduced by M of A LUPARDO -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Econoni c Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the cannabis law, in relation to establishing the "snal
cannabis farner relief act"; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be <cited as the "snal
cannabis farner relief act".

§ 2. The cannabis law is anended by adding a new section 68-c to read
as foll ows:

8 68-c. LlLimted canopy expansion. 1. (a) Notw thstanding any
provision of law to the contrary, any licensee who qualifies as a
distressed farnmer and legally cultivated cannabis during the two thou-
sand twenty-two or two thousand twenty-three cal endar year shall be
eligible to expand their canopy as provided in this subdivision

(b) Licensees shall be eligible to expand their cultivation canopy to
up to twice the maxi num square footage cultivated in two thousand twen-
ty-two or two thousand twenty-three, provided that the expanded area
shall not exceed the maximumlimts established by the corresponding
cultivation tier.

(c) Verification of canopy cultivated in two thousand twenty-two or
two thousand twenty-three shall be subnmitted to the office in a form
prescribed by the office. Denials of applications under this subdivision
nmay be appealed to the cannabis control board.

(d) No additional fees shall be assessed for canopy expansions author-

ized pursuant to this subdivision, including standard license renewal
fees.
(e) Mcrobusiness licensees who previously held an adult-use condi-

tional cultivator license shall also be eligible for canopy expansion
under this section.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, no |licensee shal
be authorized to expand their canopy beyond the nmexinmum cultivation
canopy size currently permtted under this chapter and any rules or
regul ati ons pronul gated thereunder.

3. Any canopy expansion pursuant to this section shall rennin subject
to conpliance with all applicable environnmental, security, and testing
regul ati ons.

§ 3. This act shall take effect imedi ately and shall expire Decenber
31, 2028 when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.




