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STATE OF NEW YORK

8540

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 20, 2025

Introduced by M of A SMILLEN -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to enacting the "Fentanyl
Fat hers and Mdthers act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "Fentanyl Fathers and Mthers act".

8§ 2. Legislative findings and intent. The Ilegislature finds and
decl ares that:

(a) Fentanyl abuse and drug poi soning have becone a significant public
health crisis, with deadly consequences, particularly anong yout h;

(b) Public awareness, education, and the ability to recognize the
signs of fentanyl poisoning are essential to saving lives;

(c) Bereaved parents, who have lost children to fentanyl, can provide
the nost conpelling and inpactful testinony to educate students on the
dangers of fentanyl; and

(d) Therefore, it is the intent of the |legislature to mandate conpre-
hensi ve fentanyl education and awareness in New York schools by | everag-
ing personal stories from bereaved parents, providing students with
essential l|ife-saving know edge, and ensuring that nal oxone is avail able
to protect against overdose deaths. Through these neasures, this act
aims to save lives and prevent further tragedy due to fentanyl.

8 3. Subdivisions 2 and 4 of section 804 of the education |aw, as
anended by chapter 390 of the laws of 2016, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

2. Al schools shall include, as an integral part of health education,
instruction so as to di scourage the m suse and abuse of al cohol, tobacco
and other drugs, including fentanyl and other synthetic opioids, and
pronote attitudes and behavior that enhance health, well being, and
human dignity.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBD11972-02-5



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 8540 2

4. Instruction regardi ng al cohol, tobacco, and other drugs, including
fentanyl and other synthetic opioids, in addition to continued health
gui dance in the junior high school grades and the senior high schools,
shall be an integral part of a required health education course at each
of these Ilevels in the secondary schools curriculum Students shall be
required to denmonstrate know edge in the subject area through the use of
a test, graded project or report, or any other neans prescribed by the
school authorities regarding alcohol, drugs, and tobacco, including
fentanyl and other synthetic opioids. Any such course shall be taught by
teachers holding a certificate to teach health. Related courses in the
secondary school curriculum shall be taught in a manner supportive of
heal t h educati on regardi ng al cohol, tobacco, and other drugs, including
fentanyl and other synthetic opioids. In addition, instruction regarding
the dangers of driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs
shall be an integral part of a required health education course in the
senior high schools. Such instruction shall be provided in all senior
hi gh school s whether or not these schools also provide driver education
cour ses.

8 4. The -education lawis amended by adding a new section 804-e to
read as foll ows:

8 804-e. Fentanyl education., awareness and recognition. 1. The depart-
nent. in consultation with the departnent of health, shall develop and
adopt a conprehensive fentanyl education, awareness., and recognition
programfor all public, charter, and private schools in the state.

2. The programshall include, at a mninum instruction on the foll ow
ing topics:

(a) the nature of fentanyl and its analogs, risks, and |lethal dose;

(b) the dangers of unprescribed pills, especially those laced wth
f ent anyl ;

(c) recognition of fentanyl overdose synptons, including how to adm n-
ister nal oxone and use fentanyl test strips;

(d) stories frombereaved parents who have lost children to fentanyl
poi soni ng; and

(e) strategies to resist peer pressure to use drugs and the harnfu
effects of fentanyl.

3. Each public school district and private school shall ensure that
students in grades six through twelve receive this education annually as
part of the health education curriculum The curriculum should be taught
by certified health education teachers.

4. The education on fentanyl shall be an integral part of the health
education curriculumrequired for students in grades six through twelve.
Each school shall provide an annual, school-w de assenbly or cl ass-based
instruction on fentanyl awareness and drug poisoning. including the
follow ng el enents:

(a) afilmwith real-life testinobnies from individuals inpacted by
f ent anyl ;

(b) nal oxone training and overdose recognition;

(c) presentation of facts on fentanyl's risks, including the Drug
Enforcenent Adnministration's "One Pill Can Kill" sheet;

(d) bereaved parent presentations sharing authentic experiences; and

(e) surveys to neasure student understanding and intent to avoid drug
use post-instruction.

5. The departnent shall provide sanple instructional materials and
resources to assist schools in inplenenting the program Schools shal
collect and report feedback from students and faculty to assess the
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programs effectiveness in raising awareness and preventing fentanyl
abuse.

6. (a) Al public and private high schools shall ensure the availabil-
ity of naloxone on school grounds. The departnent of health shal
provide training for school staff on the proper use of naloxone and
other opioid antagonists. Schools may also receive free nal oxone
donations fromorgani zations |ike Fentanyl Fathers. org.

(b) Each school nust provide instructional naterials that teach
students, faculty, and staff how to recognize signs of an overdose and
properly adnini ster nal oxone.

7. (a) Schools shall be encouraged to invite bereaved parents who have
lost children to fentanyl to speak during fentanyl education assenblies.

These speakers will provide real-life stories of 1oss and hope, enpha-
sizing the critical inportance of prevention and awareness.
(b) Schools shall be encouraged to establish students advocating

fentanyl education (S.A F.E.) clubs, with assistance from Fentanyl Fa-
thers.org, that will enpower students to spread awareness about fentanyl
risks within their comunities.

8. Schools shall collect data on student engagenent and under st andi ng
through pre- and post-surveys., as well as on the use of naloxone. This
data will be submitted to the departnent annually to assess the effec-
tiveness of the program and guide future inprovenents.

8§ 5. The legislature shall appropriate funding to support the inple-
mentation of this act, including the creation of educational materials,
trai ni ng prograns, nal oxone distribution, and program eval uati on.

8 6. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw and shall apply to schoo
years conmenci ng on or after such effective date.




