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STATE OF NEW YORK

8484

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A STERN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the veterans' services law, in relation to establishing
a hazardous substance exposure registry

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The veterans' services law is amended by adding a new
section 29-e to read as fol |l ows:

8 29-e. Hazardous substance exposure registry. 1. The conmi ssioner
shall on a continuous basis, and in consultation with the conm ssioner
of health, the comni ssioner of environnental conservation, and the adju-
tant general:

(a) identify all current or fornmer mlitary installations |ocated
within the state where service nenbers, veterans, or their fanmilies, are
known or nore likely than not to have been at risk of exposure to a
hazardous substance identified in paragraph (b) of this subdivision
Such mlitary installations shall at a minimiminclude any such instal-
lation registered as an inactive hazardous waste disposal site or brown-
field cleanup site under titles thirteen and fourteen of article twen-
ty-seven of the environnental conservation law respectively or
registered under the federal Conprehensive Environnental Response,
Conpensation, and Liability Act (42 U S. C. 8 21 9601 et seq.); and

(b) identify hazardous substances at such military installations, with
consideration given to substances hazardous or acutely hazardous to
public health, safety or the environnent as defined in section 37-0103
of the environnmental conservation law, and any nedical conditions that
may be associated with exposure to them

2. The conmissioner shall establish a registry of self-identifying
service nenbers, veterans and famly nenbers of such individuals who nmay

have experienced exposure to a hazardous substance at a mlitary instal-

lation identified in subdivision one of this section that shall include:

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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a) the person's nane, address, electronic nmail address and hone
nunber ;

(b) the location of the mlitary installation and tine period the
person served, worked, or lived at such installation;

(c) any nedical condition or death of a service nenber, veteran or
famly nenber of such individual that may be related to exposure to a
hazardous substance identified in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of
this section; and

(d) any other information deternined relevant by the conm ssioner.

3. The commissioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of health,
the conm ssioner of environnental conservation, and the adjutant gener-

al, shall establish and maintain a public infornmation programin order
to educate and informservice nenbers, veterans, and their fanilies
r egar di ng:

(a) participation in the registry established pursuant to subdivision
two of this section;

(b) participation in the health registries maintained by the United
States departnment of veterans affairs, including the:

(i) Agent Orange Reqistry;

(ii) Airborne Hazards and Open Burn Pit Registry:

(iii) Gulf War Registry:;

(iv) lonizing Radiation Registry;

(v) Depleted Uranium Foll ow Up Progranm and

(vi) Toxic Enbedded Fragnent Surveillance Center;

c information regardin resunptive conditions or diseases deter-
mned to be associated with toxic exposure by the United States depart-
nent of veterans affairs;

(d) the npst recent scientific devel opnents on the health effects of
exposures to hazardous substances identified in paragraph (b) of subdi -
vision one of this section. and toxic exposure including exposure to
open burn pit snoke or other airborne hazards;

(e) the process for applying to the United States departnment of veter-
ans affairs for service-connected disability conpensation for an illness
or condition that may be related to an exposure to a hazardous substance
identified in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of this section or toxic
exposure, including the nethods for docunenting the illness or condi-
tion; and

(f) appealing an existing disability rating decision or requesting an
upgrade in disability rating fromthe United States departnent of veter-
ans affairs.

4. The commissioner shall nmake the aggregate data conplied under
subdi vision two of this section publicly available on the departnent's
website and subject to appropriations, the comni ssioner shall prepare or
cause to be prepared a study containing:

(a) an analysis of such aggregate data;

(b) a description of the types and incidences of nedical conditions or
deat hs reported under subdivision two of this section;

(c) any explanations for the incidence of nedical conditions and any
ot her reasonabl e explanations for the incidence of such conditions; and

(d) any other infornation or opinions regarding any association
bet ween such conditions and exposures to hazardous substances identified
in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of this section that the comm ssion-
er may deternine to be rel evant.

5. The conm ssioner shall use the infornmation collected under subdivi -
sions one and two of this section, and if applicable, the study prepared
under subdivision four of this section to:
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(a) notify, to the extent practicable, any affected service nenbers,
veterans, and fanly nenbers of such individuals of the risk of expo-
sures to hazardous substances identified in paragraph (b) of subdivision
one of this section at a nmlitary installation identified under subdivi -
sion one of this section; and

(b) advocate when necessary, at the federal |evel for veterans,
service nenbers and their famlies who have suffered exposures to
hazardous substances identified in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of
this section including, if appropriate, seeking recognition for new
presunptions of exposure to hazardous substances and service connection
for disabilities related to such exposures.

6. The information provided to the departnent pursuant to subdivision
two of this section shall be protected as personal confidential informa-
tion under article six-A of the public officers |aw against disclosure
of confidential material and be used only for the purposes described in
this section. Any publication of the study described in subdivision four
of this section shall not include personally identifying infornation of
registry participants.

7. As used in this section the following terns shall have the follow
ing neani ngs:

(a) "mlitary installation" neans a base, canp. post, station, vyard
center, honeport facility for any ship., or other activity under the
jurisdiction of the United States departnent of defense or the United
States departnent of honeland security with respect to installations of
the United States coast qguard, or the division of mlitary and naval
affairs including any |eased facility;

(b) "toxic exposure" shall have the sanme neaning as such term is
defined in section 101 of title 38 of the United States Code;

(c) "service nenber" neans a person who is currently serving in the
uni formed services of the United States or in a "force of the organized
mlitia" as such termis defined in section one of the mlitary [aw, and

(d) "veteran" shall nmean a person who served on active duty in the
uni formed services, or a person who served in a "force of the organized
mlitia® as such term is defined in section one of the mlitary |aw,
regardl ess of discharge status.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




