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STATE OF NEW YORK

8339

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A GBBS -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to requiring the state
education departnent to devel op a nodel mental health training program
to serve as the nental health conponent of required school safety
traini ngs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (h) of subdivision 2 of section 2801-a of the
education law, as anended by section 1 of part B of chapter 54 of the
| aws of 2016, is anmended to read as foll ows:

h. (i) policies and procedures for annual school safety training for
staff and students; provided that the district nust certify to the
comm ssioner that all staff have undergone annual training on the ener-
gency response plan, and that the school safety training include conpo-
nents on violence prevention and nental health, such training may be
i mpl emented and conducted in conjunction wth existing professiona
devel oprent and training; provided however that new enpl oyees hired
after the start of the school year shall receive training within thirty
days of such hire or as part of a district's existing new hire training
program whi chever is sooner;

(ii) (1) the departnent shall develop a npbdel nental health training
program to be provided either annually or as a conprehensive program
biennially with an internet-based refresher course on the off-years, for
all teachers, assistants, aides, substitutes, coaches, nurses, princi-
pal s, assistant principals, district superintendents, counselors, admn-
istrators, technology staff, bus drivers, clerical workers, security
staff, custodians, food service, maintenance and other non-instructiona
staff which shall include at a mininmum recognition of the warning signs
of nmental health problens, balancing being a trusted adult providing a
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safe space to learn with being a mandated reporter, whomto turn to for
assi stance, and how to access appropriate services;

(2) every district-wide school safety team shall adopt the nbde
nental health training program produced pursuant to this subparagraph or
a _program whi ch has been certified by the departnent as exceeding the
requirenents of such nodel programto serve as the nental health conpo-
nent of the school safety training as described in subparagraph (i) of
thi s paragraph;

(3) the departnent may nodify the nodel nental health training program
produced pursuant to this subparagraph as it identifies additiona
information and topics to be addressed as needed,;

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeeding
the date on which it shall have beconme a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, anendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regul ation necessary
for the inmplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




