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(Prefiled)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A E. BROM -- read once and referred to the Comrt-
tee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, the tax |aw, the education
law, the |abor |law and the veterans' services law, in relation to
providing financial support and educational opportunity, expanding
heal th care access, and increasing workforce protections for disabled
vet erans and such disabled veterans' families

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be <cited as
the "veteran support and opportunity act”.

8 2. Legislative intent. The legislature finds that veterans with one
hundred percent disability status have nade significant sacrifices for
their country and, in return, deserve to live without financial hard-
shi p, inadequate health care, or limted opportunities for thenselves
and their famlies. The financial challenges faced by these veterans,
i ncluding the burden of high property taxes and inflation, create obsta-
cles to their well-being, putting them at risk of honelessness and
limting their ability to provide for their famlies. The health care
needs of disabled veterans are often unnet, and the access to tinely,
conprehensive <care is critical to their physical and nmental health. The
educational needs of veterans' fanilies are equally inportant; they
shoul d have access to tuition-free education, including private schools,
colleges, and specialized prograns. Veterans should not face job
discrimnation or linmtations in accessing the care and tine off they
need to balance their health with employnment. It is the intent of this
| egislation to provide financial relief, health care, educational oppor-
tunities, and workforce protections to one hundred percent disabled
veterans and their famlies, to honor such veterans' service and ensure
their quality of life is maintained

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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§ 3. Subdivision 2 of section 458-a of the real property tax law is
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (e) to read as foll ows:

(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of
this subdivision, a county, city, town, village or school district,
acting by and through its governing body, shall grant to a veteran, or
the unmarried surviving spouse of such veteran, who served in a conbat
theatre or conbat zone of operations, and who is or was a one hundred
percent disabled veteran, a one hundred percent exenption from rea
property taxation. The |ocal nmaxinum exenption allowance adopted by a
local |aw pursuant to paragraph (d) of this subdivision shall not apply
to such exenptions of one hundred percent disabled veterans. "One
hundred percent disabled veteran" neans a veteran who (i) received a
conpensation rating of one hundred percent from the United States
departnent of veterans' affairs or the United States departnent of
def ense because of a service-connected disability incurred in the line
of duty and (ii) is certified by the United States departnent of veter-
ans' affairs or the United States departnent of defense as entitled to
receive disability payments upon the certification of the United States
departnent of veterans' affairs or the United States departnent of
defense for a disability incurred in the line of duty.

8 4. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 2 of section 459-c of the real prop-
erty tax law, as amended by chapter 6 of the |aws of 2024, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

(b) a person with a disability is one who has a physical or nental
i npai rment, not due to current use of alcohol or illegal drug use, which
substantially limts such person's ability to engage in one or nore
major life activities, such as caring for one's self, perform ng nmanual
tasks, wal ki ng, seeing, hearing, speaking, breathing, |earning and work-
ing, and who (i) 1is certified to receive social security disability
i nsurance (SSDI) or supplenmental security incone (SSI) benefits under
the federal Social Security Act, or (ii) is certified to receive Rail-
road Retirenent Disability benefits under the federal railroad Retire-
ment Act, or (iii) has received a certificate fromthe state commi ssion
for the blind stating that such person is legally blind, or (iv) is
certified to receive a United States Postal Service disability pension
or (v) [+s—eertidiedte—resoive—anited -States—department—eot—veterans
afatrs—di-sabi-Hity—penstor—purstant— 638 U-S- G 81521 g {vi] has
received an order fromthe chair of the workers' conpensation board
pursuant to article two of the workers' conpensation |aw determ ning an
award for conpensation for (A) pernanent total disability, as described
in subdivision one of section fifteen of the workers' conpensation | aw,
or (B) permanent partial disability, as described in subdivision three
of such section fifteen of the workers' conpensation |aw, provided that
the governing board of a municipality, after a public hearing, may adopt
a local law or resolution establishing an adjustnent percentage to be
applied to the exenption percentage schedul e established in paragraph
(b) of subdivision one of this section, for exenptions based upon perna-
nent partial disabilities. Such adjustment percentage shall not be |ess
than fifty percent, and not nore than one hundred percent.

An award letter fromthe Social Security Administration or the Rail-
road Retirenent Board, or a certificate fromthe state conmm ssion for
the blind, or an award letter fromthe United States Postal Service, [e+

. e ]
or an order of determination of an award for conpensation for pernmanent
total disability or for permanent partial disability issued by the work-
ers' conpensation board shall be submtted as proof of disability.
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8 5. Subsection (i) of section 601 of the tax lawis relettered
subsection (j) and a new subsection (i) is added to read as foll ows:

(i) One  hundred percent disabled veterans. Notw thstanding the
provi sions of subsections (a), (b), (c) and (d) of this section and any
other provision of this article, for taxable years beginning on and
after January first, two thousand twenty-five, the gross incone of a
resident individual who is a one hundred percent disabled veteran shal
be exenpt fromtax under this article regardl ess of whether such incone
is subject to federal incone taxation. "One hundred percent disabled
veteran" nmeans a veteran who (i) received a conpensation rating of one
hundred percent fromthe United States departnent of veterans' affairs
or the United States departnent of defense because of a service-connect-
ed disability incurred in the line of duty and (ii) is certified by the
United States departnment of veterans' affairs or the United States
departnent of defense as entitled to receive disability payments upon
the certification of the United States departnent of veterans' affairs
or the United States departnent of defense for a disability incurred in
the line of duty.

8 6. Subparagraph (c) of paragraph 1 of subsection (e) of section 606
of the tax law, as anended by chapter 713 of the laws of 1996, is relet-
tered subparagraph (C) and anended to read as foll ows:

(C "Househol d gross incone" nmeans the aggregate adjusted gross incone
of all menbers of the household for the taxable year as reported for
federal 1income tax purposes, or which would be reported as adjusted
gross incone if a federal income tax return were required to be filed,
with the nodifications in subsection (b) of section six hundred twelve
but wi thout the nodifications in subsection (c) of such section, plus
any portion of the gain fromthe sale or exchange of property otherw se
excl uded from such anount; earned incone from sources without the United
States excludable fromfederal gross income by section nine hundred
eleven of the internal revenue code; support nmoney not included in
adj usted gross inconme; nontaxable strike benefits; supplenental security
i ncone paynents; the gross ampunt of any pension or annuity benefits to
the extent not included in such adjusted gross incone (including, but
not limted to, railroad retirenent benefits and all paynents received
under the federal social security act and veterans' disability pensions.
provided, however, that household gross incone for one hundred percent
di sabl ed veterans shall not include paynments received under federa
veterans' disability pensions); nontaxable interest received fromthe
state of New York, its agencies, instrunentalities, public corporations,
or political subdivisions (including a public corporation created pursu-
ant to agreenent or conpact with another state or Canada); workers
conmpensation; the gross anmount of "loss-of-tine" insurance; and the
anount of cash public assistance and relief, other than nmedical assist-
ance for the needy, paid to or for the benefit of the qualified taxpayer
or menbers of [his] such qualified taxpayer's househol d. Househol d gross
income shall not include surplus foods or other relief in kind or
paynments nmade to individuals because of [thei+] such individuals' status
as victins of Nazi persecution as defined in P.L. 103-286. Provided
further, household gross inconme for children and spouses of one hundred
percent disabled veterans shall not include schol arships or other finan-
cial assistance awarded pursuant to article thirteen or part tw of
article fourteen of the education [|aw. Provided, further, household
gross incone shall only include all such incone received by all menbers
of the household while nenbers of such househol d. "One hundred percent
di sabl ed veteran” neans a veteran who (i) received a conpensation rating
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of one hundred percent fromthe United States departnent of veterans
affairs or the United States departnent of defense because of a

service-connected disability incurred in the line of duty and (ii) is
certified by the United States departnent of veterans' affairs or the
United States departnent of defense as entitled to receive disability
paynents upon the certification of the United States departnent of
veterans' affairs or the United States departnent of defense for a disa-
bility incurred in the line of duty.

§ 7. Section 604 of the education law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. Regents awards for children and spouses of one hundred percent
di sabl ed veterans.

8 8. The education law is anended by adding a new section 668-h to
read as foll ows:

8 668-h. Regents awards for children and spouses of one hundred
percent disabled veterans. 1. Eligible groups. Awards shall be nmde to
students each of whom has a parent, step-parent where the student is the
dependent of the step-parent even if the student's biological parent is
still living, or spouse who is a veteran who (i) received a conpensation
rating of one hundred percent from the United States departnent of
veterans' affairs or the United States departnent of defense because of
a service-connected disability incurred in the line of duty and (ii) is
certified by the United States departnent of veterans' affairs or the
United States departnent of defense as entitled to receive disability
paynments upon the certification of the United States departnent of
veterans' affairs or the United States departnment of defense for a disa-
bility incurred in the line of duty.

2. Determinations of disability. Determinations concerning disability
or death by the United States departnent of veterans' affairs or the
United States departnent of defense shall be conclusive

3. Amount and duration. Every recipient shall receive the paynent of
tuition and other fees and charges, less the anpunts payable for such
pur poses from schol arships or other financial assistance awarded said
student pursuant to article thirteen of this title or part two of this
article. Any award pursuant to this section shall be inclusive of any
anount the student would otherwise be eligible for pursuant to section
six hundred sixty-eight of this subpart. Awards under this section shal
be payable for each of not nore than four academ c years of underqgradu-
ate study or five academc years if a programnormally requires five
years, as defined by the comm ssioner pursuant to article thirteen of
this title.

8 9. The labor law is anmended by adding a new section 202-mto read as
foll ows:

8 202-m Leave of absence for disabled veterans. 1. For the purposes
of this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Adverse personnel action" neans any discipline, including issuing
a notice of discipline, discharge, suspension, denotion, penalization,
or discrimnation against an enpl oyee.

(b) "Disabled veterans leave of absence" nmeans unlimted | eave of
absence provided to one hundred disabled veterans for nedical appoint-
nents, treatnents, and health-related needs relating to or in connection
with a disability incurred in the line of duty.

(c) "Enployee" neans a person who perforns services for hire for an
enployver, for an average of twenty or nore hours per week, and includes
all individuals enployed at any site owned or operated by an enpl oyer
but shall not include an independent contractor.
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(d) "Enployer" neans a person or entity that enploys twenty or nore
enployees at at least one site and includes an individual, corporation
partnership, association, nonprofit organization, group of persons,
state, county, town, city, school district, public authority or other
governnent al subdi vi sion of any Kkind.

(e) "One hundred percent disabled veteran" neans a veteran who (i)
received a conpensation rating of one hundred percent from the United
States departnment of veterans' affairs or the United States departnent
of defense because of a service-connected disability incurred in the
line of duty and (ii) is certified by the United States departnent of
veterans' affairs or the United States departnment of defense as entitled
to receive disability paynments upon the certification of the United
States departnent of veterans' affairs or the United States departnent
of defense for a disability incurred in the line of duty.

2. An enployer shall grant wunlimted disabled veterans |eave of
absence to all enployees who are one hundred percent disabl ed veterans
in order for such enployee to attend nedical appointnents, receive
treatments, or nmanage such enployee's health conditions.

3. An _enployer shall not take any adverse personnel action against a
one hundred percent disabled veteran regarding such one hundred disabl ed
veteran's enpl oynent because such one hundred percent disabled veteran:

(a) utilizes, or requests to utilize, sick leave or any other avail-
able leave due to a disability incurred in the line of duty; or

b obtains or requests to obtain a | eave of absence pursuant to this
section.

4. This section shall not affect an enployee's rights with respect to
any other enployee benefit otherw se provided by |aw

8 10. Section 4 of the veterans' services law is anmended by adding a
new subdi vision 39 to read as fol |l ows:

39. To provide information regarding resources that are available to
assist veterans in obtaining financial support by nmaintaining a veter-
ans' financial support portal on the departnment's internet website. Such
portal shall provide virtual links to appropriate governnental prograns
on the federal and state levels and information on tax relief and
student financial aid available to veterans and veterans' famlies. The
departnent mmy consult with the departnent of taxation and finance and
the departnent of education. The departnent shall nake reference to such
information pursuant to subdivisions five, six and seven of this section
and the annual report to the governor and the legislature as provided in
subdi vi sion seventeen of this section. Such information required under
this subdivision shall be maintained and updated annually. The informa-
tion may al so be nmade available in printed form

8§ 11. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdi-
vision, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnment shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
nment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act wuld have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8§ 12. This act shall take effect January 1, 2026.




