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STATE OF NEW YORK

7543

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

April 1, 2025

Introduced by M of A GONZALEZ- RQJAS -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Social Services

AN ACT to anmend the social services law, in relation to reissuing SNAP
benefits in instances of fraud or theft of such benefits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 152-d of the social services law, as added by
section 1 of part Y of chapter 56 of the laws of 2023 and subdivision 6
as added by chapter 70 of the laws of 2024, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 152-d. Repl acenent of stolen public assistance or SNAP benefits. 1
Not wi t hst andi ng section three hundred fifty-j of this article and subdi -
vision eleven of section one hundred thirty-one of this title, and in
accordance with this section, recipients of public assistance [+eeipi—
ents] and supplenental nutrition assistance program (SNAP) benefits
shal |l receive replacenent assistance for the |oss of public assistance,
as defined in subdivision nineteen of section two of this chapter, or
SNAP benefits, as described in section ninety-five of this chapter, in
i nstances when such public assistance [has] or SNAP benefits have been
stolen as a result of card skimmng, cloning, third party msrepresen-
tation or other simlar fraudulent activities, consistent wth guidance
i ssued by the office of tenporary and disability assistance.

2. The office of tenporary and disability assistance shall establish a
protocol for recipients to report incidents of stolen public assistance
or SNAP benefits. This protocol will be adm nistered by social services
districts pursuant to guidance issued by the office of tenporary and
disability assistance.

3. Social services districts shall pronptly replace stolen public
assi stance or SNAP benefits, however, such replacenment shall occur no
| ater than five business days after the social services district has
verified the public assistance [was] or SNAP benefits were stolen in
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accordance wi th gui dance established by the office of tenporary and
disability assistance consistent with federal and state |aws, regu-
| ati ons and gui dance, provided, however, that social services districts
shall not ask recipients to obtain a police report or require any other
interaction with | aw enforcenment unless required by federal Ilaw, regu-
| ation, or guidance for either public assistance or supplenmental nutri-
tion assistance program benefits.

4. For public assistance or SNAP benefits that [s] are verified as
stolen, replacenent assistance shall be provided by the social services
district in accordance with this section as foll ows:

(a) the lesser of: (i) the amount of public assistance or SNAP bene-
fits that [was] were stolen; or (ii) the amount of public assistance or
SNAP benefits equal to two nonths of the nonthly allotnment of the house-
hold i mredi ately prior to the date upon which the public assistance or
SNAP benefits that [was] were stol en; provided, however, the conm ssion-
er may pronulgate regulations for the provision of additional replace-
ment assi stance in extenuating circunstances consistent with federal and
state | aws, regul ations and gui dance; and

(b)(i) no nore than twice in a federal fiscal year to cover public
assistance stolen on or after January first, two thousand twenty-two
t hrough Septenber thirtieth, two thousand twenty-four; [e+] (ii) no nore
than once in a federal fiscal year to cover public assistance stolen on
or after October first, two thousand twenty-four; or (iii) no nore than
once in a fiscal year to cover SNAP benefits stolen after Decenber twen-
tieth, two thousand twenty-four.

5. Any repl acenent assistance provided under this section shall be
exenpt fromrecoupnent and recovery provisions under title six of arti-
cle three of this chapter; provided, however, that assistance shall not

be exempt from recoupnent and recovery if it is later determ ned that
the public assistance or SNAP benefits that [was] were replaced pursuant
to this section [was] were not stolen as a result of card skinmng,
cloning, third party msrepresentation or other simlar fraudul ent
activities.

6. The office of tenporary and disability assistance shall make a
model sign available on its website that can be used by any person,
firm partnership, association or corporation required to inform indi-
viduals about electronic benefit transfer scans, including, but not
limted to, skimmng, and the steps they can take to protect their bene-
fits in accordance with section three hundred ninety-e of the genera
busi ness | aw.

8§ 2. Section 95 of the social services |law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in
instances of fraud or theft of SNAP benefits, after Decenber twentieth,
two thousand twenty-four, the office shall direct social services

districts to provide replacenent assistance in the formof cash grants
equal to the lesser of: (a) the dollar value of the SNAP benefits that
were stolen; or (b) the dollar value equal to two nonths of the nonthly
allotnment of the household imediately prior to the date the SNAP bene-
fits were stolen; provided, however, that the conm ssioner may pronul -
gate requlations for the provision of additional replacenent assistance
in extenuating circunstances consistent with federal and state | aws,
regul ati ons and gui dance. Repl acenent assistance shall be issued within
five days of the date the victimsubnmits a signed statenent docunenting
the theft of such SNAP benefits. Any replacenent assistance provided
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under this subdivision shall be exenpt fromrecoupnent and recovery
provisions under title six of this article.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 303 of the social services lawis
anended by addi ng a new paragraph (p) to read as foll ows:

(p) In the event of a reported theft of supplenental nutrition assist-
ance program (SNAP) benefits, energency assistance equal to the |esser
of: (i) the ampunt of SNAP benefits that were stolen; or (ii) the anpunt
of SNAP benefits provided during the two nbst recent nonths prior to
such assi stance being stolen; provided, however, that the conmi ssioner
may pronmulgate regulations for the provision of additional replacenent
assistance in extenuating circunstances consistent with federal and
state laws, requlations and guidance. Replacenent assistance shall be
issued within five days of the date the victimsubmts a signed state-
nent docunenting the theft of such SNAP benefits. Any replacenent
assi stance provided under this paragraph shall be exenpt from recoupnent
and recovery provisions under title six of article three of this chap-
ter.

8 4. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 2 of section 350-j of the socia
services |law, as amended by section 38 of part B of chapter 436 of the
| aws of 1997, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

(e) such occurrence or situation could not have been foreseen by the
applicant[+] and was not under [his—e+—her] such applicant's contro
[ and. :
result fromthe loss—theft or msrenagenentof a regular public assist-
aRce—grant]; and

8§ 5. Section 350-j of the social services |law is amended by adding a
new subdivision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. In instances of fraud or theft of supplenental nutrition assistance
program (SNAP) benefits occurring after Decenber twentieth, two thousand
twenty-four, energency assistance to needy fanmlies with children bene-
fits shall be issued in an ampbunt equal to the lesser of: (i) the anount
of SNAP benefits that were stolen; or (ii) the anmbunt of SNAP benefits
provided during the two npbst recent nonths prior to such assistance
being stolen, within seven days of the date the victimsubnits a signed
statenent docunenting the theft of such benefits. Any replacenent
assi stance provided under this subdivision shall be exenpt from recoup-
nent and recovery provisions under title six of article three of this
chapt er.

8§ 6. Section 159 of the social services |law is amended by adding a new
subdivision 13 to read as foll ows:

13. Notw thstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, in
instances of fraud or theft of supplenental nutrition assistance program
(SNAP) benefits that occur after Decenber twentieth, two thousand twen-
ty-four, the victimof such fraud or theft shall be provided safety net
assi stance benefits equal to the lesser of: (i) the anpunt of SNAP bene-
fits that were stolen; or (ii) the anbunt of SNAP benefits provided
during the two npst recent nonths prior to such assistance being stolen,
within five days of the date the victimsubnmts a signed statenent docu-
nenting the theft of such benefits. Any replacenent assistance provided
under this subdivision shall be exenpt fromrecoupnent and recovery
provisions under title six of article three of this chapter.

8§ 7. This act shall take effect immediately.




