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STATE OF NEW YORK

7416

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 25, 2025

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the state finance law, in relation to enacting the "9/11
first responders and survivors' energency healthcare access act"; to
establish the 9/11 first responders and survivors' energency health-
care access act task force; and maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "9/11 first responders and survivors' energency healthcare access
act".

8§ 2. The state finance |law is anended by addi ng a new section 99-ss to
read as foll ows:

8 99-ss. The 9/11 first responders and survivors' energency healthcare
access fund. 1. There is hereby established in the joint custody of the
state conptroller and the commi ssioner of health a special fund to be
known as the 9/11 first responders and survivors' energency healthcare
access fund.

2. Such fund shall consist of all noneys appropriated thereto from any
other fund or source pursuant to law. Nothing contained in this section
shall prevent the state fromreceiving grants, gifts or bequests for the
pur poses of the fund as defined in this section and depositing theminto
the fund according to | aw

3. The nonies of the fund, after annual appropriation by the |eqisla-
ture, shall be available to the conmm ssioner of health for distribution
through an application process to be determned by the conm ssioner of
health, to 9/11 first responders and survivors for nedical treatnments,
prescriptions, and essential care services when:

(a) a federal claimis del aved;

(b) a federal benefit is under appeal: and

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(c) an urgent health-related need arises while awaiting federa
response..

4. On_ or before January first of each year, the departnment of health
shall provide a witten report detailing how the nonies of the fund were
utilized during the preceding fiscal year. Such report shall be provided
to the tenporary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly,
the chair of the senate finance conmttee, the chair of the assenbly
ways and neans conmittee, the chair of the senate conmttee on health,
the chair of the assenbly health committee, and the state conptroller
Such report shall be posted on the departnent of health's website and
shal | incl ude:

(a) the anpunt of noney avail able and di sbursed fromthe fund over the
previ ous twelve nonths; and

(b) a description on how such noni es were used.

5. For the purposes of this section, "9/11 first responders and survi-
vors" shall nean:

(a) those individuals who participated in Wirld Trade Center rescue,
recovery or cleanup operations as such termis defined in section two of
the retirenent and social security |law, and

(b) those individuals who lived and worked within the Wrld Trade
Center site as such termis defined in section two of the retirenent and
social security |aw

8§ 3. 1. A 9/11 first responders and survivors' energency healthcare
access act task force is hereby created which shall consist of the
foll owi ng ni ne menbers:

(a) two nenbers fromthe assenbly appointed by the speaker of assem
bly;

(b) two nmenbers fromthe senate appointed by the tenporary president
of the senate;

(c) one representative fromthe departnent of health appointed by the
gover nor;

(d) one representative from the Wrld Trade Center (WC Health
Pr ogr am appoi nted by the governor;

(e) one representative from the Septenber 11th Victi m Conpensation
Fund (VCF) appointed by the governor;

(f) one nedical professional with expertise in 9/1l-related health
condi tions appoi nted by the governor; and

(g) one advocate representing 9/11 first responders and survivors
appoi nted by the governor.

2. The task force shall

(a) nonitor the administration of health care benefits and ensure that
funding fromthe 9/11 first responders and survivors' emergency health-
care access fund established pursuant to section 99-ss of the state
finance law is allocated appropriately and pronptly;

(b) investigate delays and disruptions in healthcare access for eligi-
ble 9/11 responders and survivors;

(c) make policy recomendations to the legislature and governor on
i mprovi ng heal thcare access and fundi ng nmechani sms;

(d) oversee data collection on healthcare outcones and access issues
to informfuture policy decisions; and

(e) subnmit annual reports to the legislature and governor detailing
the task force's findings, recomrendations, and an evaluation of the
program s effectiveness.

8 4. The sumof five mllion dollars ($5, 000,000), or so rmuch thereof
as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated to the 9/11 first responders
and survivors' energency healthcare access fund as established pursuant
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to section 99-ss of the state finance |Iaw fromany noneys in the state
treasury not otherw se appropriated and nmade i mredi ately available to
the departnent of health for the purposes of carrying out the provisions
of this act. Such noneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of
the comptroller on vouchers certified or approved by the conmi ssioner of
health in the manner prescribed by | aw

8 5. This act shall take effect April 1, 2026.



