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STATE OF NEW YORK

7286

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 25, 2025

Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Local Covernnents

AN ACT to anend the general nunicipal law, in relation to allow ng Wst-
chester county to require bidders for public works, construction or
purchase contracts to hire and retain persons residing in certain
targeted comunities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The general municipal law is amended by adding a new
section 103-h to read as foll ows:

8 103-h. Contracts for public works in Wstchester county; targeted
communities. 1. For the purposes of this section, a "targeted comunity"
shall nmean any city, town, or village or census tract within a nunici-
pality, within a county where the conbined average of the unenploynent
rate and the poverty rate of such community is greater than the conbined
count ywi de average of unenploynent and poverty rate by ten percent.

2. Notwi thstanding any provision of law, the county of Westchester may
require the |l owest responsible bidder for all public works, construction
or purchase contracts to hire and retain persons residing in certain
targeted communities having the highest rates of unenploynent wthin
such county.

3. The county may require that:

a. at least ten percent of the | abor costs of construction contracts
awarded by the county be spent to hire persons residing in the targeted
conmunities within that county;

b. at J|east twenty percent of the l|abor costs of construction
contracts be spent to hire persons residing in the targeted comunities,
if the conbined average unenpl oynent and poverty rate for a targeted
community is greater than twenty percent of the conbined countyw de
average of unenploynent rate and the poverty rate; and
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c. at least thirty percent of the labor costs of construction
contracts cost be spent to hire persons residing in the targeted comu-
nities if the conbined average community unenploynent and poverty rate
is greater than thirty percent of the conbined countyw de average of
unenpl oynent rate and the poverty rate.

4. The conbined average unenploynent rate and poverty rate shall be
conputed annually based on statistics published by the New York state
bureau of |abor statistics or simlar governnent agencies for the period
endi ng Decenber thirty-first of the year preceding the year in which the
contract is awarded. The <county, inits sole discretion, may use the
nost recent United States census data in determining the unenploynent
rate and poverty rate of a targeted community or conbi ned countyw de
unenpl oynent rate and poverty rate instead of data published by the New
York state bureau of |abor statistics. The conbined average shall be the
sum_ of the preceding year end unenploynent rate plus the preceding year
end poverty rate divided by two.

5. The conbi ned average unenploynent rate and poverty rate shall be
established annually by resolution or local law of the county. The
county may require bidders to hire and retain persons who were previous-
ly incarcerated and who are participating in a re-entry programin such
county.

6. The county may require the |owest responsible bidder to establish
apprenticeship and training prograns for workers residing wthin the
targeted communities in certain construction trades specified in a
resolution or local |aw passed by such county.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




