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March 21, 2025

Introduced by M of A BICHOITE HERVELYN, COLTON, CONRAD, HEVESI, RAMOS
REYES -- read once and referred to the Committee on Health

AN ACT to anend the public health Iaw and the nmental hygiene law, in
relation to directing the comm ssioner of health and the conmi ssioner
of the office for people with devel opnental disabilities to pronul gate
rules and regulations requiring every child beginning at the age of
twel ve nmonths to be examined for autism spectrum di sorders

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 2500-j of the public health | aw, as added by chap-
ter 335 of the laws of 2008, the opening paragraph of subdivision 1 as
anmended by chapter 241 of the laws of 2018, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

§ 2500-j . [AHL+sn;speGL#Hﬂ+d+seLdeLs——se#een+ng—e¥—eh+¥d#en] Pediatric

wellness visits; screening for autism spectrumdi sorders. 1. The comm s-

sioner shall [establsh—fer—use—by], jointly with the conmi ssioner of

the office for people with devel opnental disabilities, and on or before
May first, two thousand twenty-six, pronulgate rules and regulations

requiring every pediatric primary care [previders—best—practice—proto—
sels—or—ealy s coning—ol—rehi-dion—or s shoc i m—di-soi oo

DrOV|der conduct|nq a mellness and Dreventat|ve care exanm hation, on or

after Septenber first, tw thousand twenty-six, of a child twelve nonths
of age or older, to screen such child for autism spectrum di sorders, and
conduct such screening annually until the child reaches six years of
age, and thereafter at eleven and fourteen years of age.

2. In addition, such rules and requlations shall establish quidelines
and protocols for:

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(a) the best practices for the screening for and diagnosis of autism
spectrum di sorders;

(b) the routine enploynent of objective autism spectrum disorder

screening tool s [ at—regHar—-npterval-s—dirg—ertical—echi--dhood—devel-op—
reptal—stages—

(c) an appropriate referral nmechanismfor children who, based upon
results of the aforementioned screening process, require further eval u-

sary—to—inplerent—the—provisions—ofthis——section-] 3. If the comm ssion-
er and the conmm ssioner of the office for people wth devel opnental
disabilities shall fail to promulgate, on or before May first, two thou-
sand twenty-six, the rules and requlations required by subdivisions one
and two of this section, the departnent shall adopt and inplenent the
relevant federal rules and reqgulations relating thereto.

§ 2. The nmental hygiene law is anmended by adding a new section 16.39
to read as foll ows:

8§ 16.39 Pediatric wellness visits; screening for autismspectrum disor-
ders.

The conmissioner shall, jointly with the commi ssioner of health, and
on or before May first, two thousand twenty-six, pronulgate any and al
rules and regulations required by subdivisions one and two of section
twenty-five hundred-j of the public health lawrelating to the screening
of children for autism spectrum di sorders.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




