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(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A CRUZ, GONZALEZ- RQJAS, HEVESI, RAGA -- read once
and referred to the Conm ttee on Soci al Services

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to prohibiting
restrictions on the Iength of shelter stay

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The social services law is anended by adding a new section
44-a to read as foll ows:

8 44-a. Shelter stay limtation prohibition. 1. For the purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Energency congregate housing"” shall nean any | ocation operated by
a state agency, city agency, or local nmunicipality or a provider under
contract or simlar agreenent with a state agency., city agency., or |ocal
nunicipality where individuals and fanmilies reside for nore than nine-
ty-six continuous hours and where such individuals and fanilies sleep in
a congregate setting with shared facilities, including but not Ilimted
to sleeping quarters and bathroons, but shall not include any |ocation
operated by the departnent, or a provider under contract or simlar
agreenent with the departnent.

(b) "Honeless youth" shall have the sane neaning as set forth in
subdi vision two of section five hundred thirty-two-a of the executive
law, and shall include honel ess young adults.

(c) "Honel ess young adult" shall have the same neaning as set forth in
subdivision nine of section five hundred thirty-two-a of the executive
| aw.

(d) "Shelter" shall have the sane neaning as "honeless project", as
defined by subdivision one of section forty-two of this title.
2. (a) No state agency shall inpose limts on the length of tine an

individual or fanily nmay reside in shelter or energency congregate hous-
ing. Absent inminent danger or a request froman individual or fanmly

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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to be transferred, the state agency, city agency, or local municipality
or a provider under contract or sinmilar agreenent with a state agency.

city agency., or local nunicipality shall not nove individuals or famn -
lies from their placenent, so long as that placenment conplies with al
city, state, federal and nunicipal |aws.

(b) To reside in shelter operated by the departnent, or a provider
under contract or simlar agreement with the departnent, an individua
or famly nmust maintain eligibility for tenporary housing assistance

pursuant to section 352.25 of the New York code, rules and reqgul ations.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




