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March 18, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER, LUPARDO, STECK, SANTABARBARA, BUTTENS-
CHON, LEMONDES, BARRETT, M LLER, BENDETT, BLANKENBUSH, MANKTELOW
GALLAHAN -- Ml ti-Sponsored by -- M of A ANCELINO -- read once and
referred to the Conm ttee on Environmental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
crossbows; and to repeal certain provisions of such |aw relating ther-
eto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph a of subdivision 1, the <closing paragraph of
paragraph a of subdivision 2, paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision 3,
subdi vi sion 5 and subdivision 9 of section 11-0701 of the environnmental
conservation |aw, paragraph a of subdivision 1 as anended by section 21
and subdivision 9 as anended by section 17 of part EE of chapter 55 of
the laws of 2014, the closing paragraph of paragraph a of subdivision 2,
paragraphs 1 and 2 of subdivision 3 and subdivision 5 as anended by
section 1-a of part R of chapter 58 of the |aws of 2013, are anended to
read as foll ows:

a. entitles a holder who is twelve or thirteen years of age to hunt
wildlife, except big game, as provided in title 9 of +this article
subj ect, specifically, to the provisions of section 11-0929 of this
article. It entitles such holder to possess firearns as provided in
section 265.05 of the penal |aw [Ahelder—whoistwelve orthirteen

. B

A holder may take fish with a |ongbow or crossbow as provided in
titles 9 and 13 of this article.

(1) who is between the ages of twelve and sixteen years to hunt wild
deer and bear with a | ongbow or crossbow during the special archery
season and during the regular season, as provided in title 9 of this
article, subject to the provisions of section 11-0929 and subdivision 3
of section 11-0713 of this [artiele] title;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
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(2) who 1is eighteen years of age or older to hunt wild deer and bear
with a | ongbow or crossbow, as provided in title 9 of this article, in a
speci al [lenrgbow] archery season; and

5. A non-resident bear tag entitles a person who has not been a resi-
dent of the state for nore than thirty days who al so possesses a hunting
license to hunt bear during the regular open season therefor or in an
open season fixed by regul ati on pursuant to subdivision eight of section
11-0903 of this article. It entitles a non-resident hol der who al so
possesses a hunting license with bowhunting privilege to hunt bear wth
a | ongbow or crossbow during the open bear season. It entitles a non-re-
sident holder who also possesses a hunting license with muzzl e-1oading
privilege to hunt bear with a nuzzl el oader during the open bear season.

9. A nmuzzle-loading privilege when included on a hunting license enti-
tles a holder who is fourteen years of age or older to hunt wld deer
and bear with a muzzle-loading firearm [e+—e+ossbow], as provided in
title 9 of this article, in a special nuzzle-Iloading firearm season.

§ 2. Paragraph b of subdivision 6 of section 11-0703 of the environ-
mental conservation | aw, as anmended by section 2 of part R of chapter 58
of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

b. Except as provided in section 11-0707 and section 11-0709 of this
title, no person shall (1) hunt wild deer or bear unless such person
holds and is entitled to exercise the privileges of a hunting |license,
and neets the requirenents of this article; (2) hunt wild deer or Dbear
with a | ongbow or crossbow in a special [lengbew] archery season unless
such person holds and is entitled to exercise the privileges of a hunt-
ing license wth a bowhunting privilege and neets the requirenents of
this article; or (3) hunt wld deer or bear wth a nuzzle-Iloading
firearmin a special nuzzle-loading firearm season unless such person is
at least fourteen years old and holds a hunting license with a nmuzzl e-
| oading privilege and nmeets the requirenents of this article.

8§ 3. Subdivision 6 of section 11-0713 of the environnental conserva-
tion law i s REPEALED

§ 4. Subparagraph 3 of paragraph c¢ of subdivision 3 of section 11-0901
of the environmental conservation |aw is REPEALED.

8 5. Paragraph c of subdivision 3 of section 11-0901 of the environ-
mental conservation |aw, as anmended by section 19 of part EE of chapter
55 of the laws of 2014, is anended to read as foll ows:

c. WIld snmall gane and wild upland gane birds shall be taken only by
| ongbow, crossbow or gun, or by the use of raptors as provided in title
10 of this article, except that:

(1) skunk, raccoon, bobcat, coyote, fox, mnk and nuskrat may be taken
in any manner not prohibited in this section or in title 11 of the Fish
and Wldlife Law, and

(2) frogs may al so be taken by spearing, catching with the hands, or
by the use of a club or hook[+—anrd] .

8 6. Subparagraph 9 of paragraph b and subparagraph 9 of paragraph c
of subdivision 4 of section 11-0901 of the environnental conservation
| aw, subparagraph 9 of paragraph b as added by section 6 and subpara-
graph 9 of paragraph c as added by section 7 of part EE of chapter 55 of
the | aws of 2014, are anmended to read as foll ows:

(9) with a crossbow unl ess such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conmpound or recurve, that |aunches a mni mum fourteen
inch [bel] arrow, not including point, nmounted upon a stock wth a
trigger that holds the string and |inbs under tension until rel eased.
The trigger unit of such crossbow nust have a working safety. The [#i+i—
0 i A h h A Q inche have—al nini-
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mum peak draw wei ght [ef] shall be one hundred pounds [ ard—a—mrdAum

! ]. The m nimum overall |ength of
such crossbow frombuttstock to front of |linbs shall be twenty-four
i nches.

(9) with a crossbow unless such crossbow shall consist of a bow and
string, either conpound or recurve, that Ilaunches a nininmum fourteen
inch [beH] arrow, not including point, nounted upon a stock with a
trigger that holds the string and |inbs under tension wuntil released.
The trigger unlt of such crossbow nust have a morklng safety The [ sni—

A A : ] mni -
mm peak draM/ merght [eL] shaII be one hundred pounds [ erd——rresd—rrm
peak—drawwel-ght—of—twe—hundred—pounds]. The minimumoverall Iength of
such crossbow from buttstock to front of Iinbs shall be twenty-four
i nches.

8§ 7. Subdivision 13 of section 11-0901 of the environnental conserva-
tion law, as anmended by section 23 of part R of chapter 58 of the | aws
of 2013, is anended to read as foll ows:

13. Persons engaged in hunting deer and/or bear with a |ongbow or a
crossbow nust possess a current bowhunting privilege or a valid certif-
icate of qualification in responsible bowhunting practices issued or
honored by the departnent.

8§ 8. Subdivisions 11 and 16 of section 11-0901 of the environnental
conservation | aw are REPEALED.

§ 9. Section 11-0903 of the environnental conservation |law is anended
by adding a new subdivision 12 to read as foll ows:

12. Notwithstanding any inconsistent provision of this article, the
departnment is authorized to adopt regulations which authorize the taking
of wildlife by the use of crossbow. A sunmary of regulations adopted
pursuant to this subdivision shall be published each year in the hunting
syl |l abus issued pursuant to section 11-0323 of this article.

8§ 10. Subdivision 10 of section 11-0907 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw i s REPEALED.

§ 11. Subdivision 1 of section 11-0929 of the environmental conserva-
tion | aw, as anended by section 20 of part EE of chapter 55 of the |aws
of 2014, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. A licensee who is twelve or thirteen years of age shall not hunt
wildlife with a gun, _crossbow or a | ongbow unless he or she is acconpa-
nied by his or her parent or |legal guardian, or by a person twenty-one
years of age or older designated in witing by his or her parent or
| egal guardian on a form prescribed by the departnment, who holds a hunt-
ing license. [A——ecensece—who—ts—twelve or thirteon—years—ol—age——sha-l
pot—hent—nitth—o—erosshow-

]
8§ 12. Subparagraph 5 of paragraph b of subdivision 2 of section

11-0929 of the environnental conservation law is REPEALED and subpara-
graph 6 is renunbered subparagraph 5.

8 13. Subparagraph 2 of paragraph a and subparagraph 1 of paragraph b
of subdivision 4 of section 11-0931 of the environmental conservation
| aw, subparagraph 2 of paragraph a as anended by section 8 of part EE of
chapter 55 of the laws of 2014, and subparagraph 1 of paragraph b as
separately anended by chapters 65 and 83 of the laws of 2024, are
anended to read as foll ows:

(2) discharge a firearmwithin five hundred feet, a long bow wthin
one hundred fifty feet, or a crossbow within [£ws] one hundred fifty
feet froma dwelling house, farmbuilding or farm structure actually
occupi ed or used, school building, school playground, public structure,
or occupied factory or church
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(1) The owner or |essee of the dwelling house, or nmenbers of his inme-
diate famly actually residing therein, or a personin his enploy, or
the guest of the owner or |essee of the dwelling house acting with the
consent of said owner or |essee, provided however, that nothing herein
shall be deened to authorize such persons to discharge a firearmwi thin
five hundred feet, a long bow within one hundred fifty feet, or a cross-
bow within two hundred fifty feet of any other dwelling house, or a farm
building or farmstructure actually occupied or used, or a school build-
ing or playground, public structure, or occupied factory or church;
provided further, that a nuisance wldlife specialist with a permt
i ssued pursuant to section 11-0522 of this article acting in furtherance
of the site specific deer managenent plan may di scharge a firearmwi thin
five hundred feet of any dwelling houses, structures, schools or play-
grounds, provided that the owners or |essees thereof have been notified
by certified mail of the date or dates, and tine period of the expected
activity, and discharge a firearmwithin [+s] one hundred fifty feet of
such dwelling houses, structures, schools or playgrounds provided that
all the owners or |lessees thereof have provided witten consent;
provided further, that a nuisance wldlife specialist with a permt
i ssued pursuant to section 11-0522-a of this article acting in further-
ance of the site-specific deer managenent plan may di scharge a firearm
within five hundred feet of any dwelling houses, structures, schools or
pl aygrounds, provided that the owners or | essees thereof have been noti -
fied by certified nmail of the date or dates and tine period of the
expected activity, and discharge a firearmwithin two hundred fifty feet
of such dwelling houses, structures, schools or playgrounds provided
that all the owners or |essees thereof have provided witten consent;

8 13-a. Subparagraph 1 of paragraph b of subdivision 4 of section
11-0931 of the environmental conservation |aw, as anended by section 8
of part EE of chapter 55 of the |laws of 2014, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(1) The owner or |essee of the dwelling house, or nembers of his imre-
diate famly actually residing therein, or a personin his enploy, or
the guest of the owner or |essee of the dwelling house acting with the
consent of said owner or |essee, provided however, that nothing herein
shall be deened to authorize such persons to discharge a firearmwi thin
five hundred feet, a long bow within one hundred fifty feet, or a cross-
bow within [twe] one hundred fifty feet of any other dwelling house, or
a farmbuilding or farmstructure actually occupied or used, or a school
bui l di ng or playground, public structure, or occupied factory or church;

§ 14. Section 11-0933 of the environnental conservation |aw, as added
by section 22 of part EE of chapter 55 of the |aws of 2014, is anended
to read as follows:

§ 11-0933. Taking snall gane by crossbow.

Not wi t hstanding any provision of this chapter, or any prior notwth-
standing | anguage in this article, the departnent nmay, by regulation,
aut hori ze the taking of small game and wi |l d upland ganme birds by the use
of a crossbow by any |icensed person [feuteen] twelve years of age or
ol der, in any snall gane season| ——h—any—area—desighatedin—tems—{(a)—

8 15. This act shall take effect inmediately; provided, however, that
the anendnents to subparagraph 1 of paragraph b of subdivision 4 of
section 11-0931 of the environmental conservation |aw nmade by section
thirteen of this act shall be subject to the expiration and reversion of
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such subparagraph pursuant to section 6 of chapter 683 of the Ilaws of
2023 and section 6 of chapter 704 of the | aws of 2023, as anended, when
upon such date the provisions of section 13-a of this act shall take
ef fect.



