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STATE OF NEW YORK

6812--A

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 14, 2025

Introduced by M of A ANDERSON -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Governnental Operations -- committee di scharged, bill anmended
ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to enacting "Destini
Smot hers' law' to require collaboration between | aw enforcenment agen-
cies in missing persons investigations and to provide support for
rel atives of such m ssing persons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as "Destini Snhoth-
ers' law'.

§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 641 of the executive
law, as added by chapter 94 of the |laws of 1984, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(b) availability of appropriate public or private prograns that
provide counseling, treatnent or support for crine victinms, including
but not limted to the following: rape crisis centers, victinmwtness
assi stance prograns, elderly victim services, trauma-inforned inter-
vention services, enotional support services, mnental health care
services, victim assistance hotlines and donmestic viol ence [sheliers]
residential and non-residential services;

§ 3. Subdivision 5 of section 642 of the executive |aw, as anended by
chapter 263 of the laws of 1986, is amended to read as foll ows:

5. Victim assistance education and training, wth special consider-
ation to be given to victims of donestic violence, sex offense victins,
sex trafficking victins, elderly victins, child victins, relatives of
m ssing persons, and the famlies of homicide victins, shall be given to
persons taking courses at state | aw enforcenent training facilities and
by district attorneys so that victinms may be promptly, properly and
compl etel y assi st ed.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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§ 4. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 837-f-3 to
read as foll ows:

8 837-f-3. law enforcenent collaboration in m ssing persons investi-
gations. 1. The commi ssioner shall, on or before January first, two
thousand twenty-seven, in consultation with the division of state police
and such other qualified agencies and conmuni ty-based organi zations the
commi ssioner deens appropriate, develop and frequently update a uniform
plan for collaboration between police agencies in m ssing persons inves-

tigations. Such plan shall involve a pro-active, coordinated response
pl anned in advance, that is triggered pronptly upon confirmation by a

police officer, peace officer or police agency of a report of a m ssing
per son.

2. Such plans shall, at a mininmum require that:

(a) the nane of the m ssing person. a description of the person and
other pertinent information be pronptly dispatched over the police
communi cation systemto all local and state agencies;

b) there shall be no presunption that persons between the ages of
ni neteen and sixty-four are not m ssing;

(c) the police agency shall ascertain whether the missing person is or
has been the victimof a fanmly offense as defined in subdivision one of
section 530.11 of the crimnal procedure law or section eight hundred
twelve of the famly court act, and if so, the police agency shall inme-
diately transmit such information along wth any records in its
possession relating thereto to every local and state police agency, and

shall imediately request and obtain any such records in the possession
of another |ocal or state agency; and

(d) routine notification of relatives of m ssing persons of the status
of the mnissing persons investigation, to the extent such information
will not jeopardize the investigation or the safety of the mssing
person or another person. provided that an initial notification is nade
no later than seven days after the person goes mssing and then weekly
thereafter; provided, however, if no new information is available
future notifications should occur when such new information becones
avai l abl e.

3. Police agencies not connected with the basic police conmunication
systemin use in such jurisdiction shall transmt such information to
the nearest or npbst convenient teletypewiter point, fromwhich point it
shall be imediately dispatched, in conformty with the orders., rules or
regul ati ons governing the system

4. In the event that a police agency receives a report of an adult
m ssing person as defined in section eight hundred thirty-seven-f-2 of
this article and such police agency knows or has reasonable cause to
believe that such nissing adult person is or has been the victim of a
famly offense as defined in subdivision one of section 530.11 of the
crimnal procedure |law or section eight hundred twelve of the famly
court act, or has otherwise been the victimof donestic violence,
regardl ess of whether any famly offense proceeding or crimnal prose-
cution was conmenced, there shall be a presunption that such person is
m ssing under circunstances where there is a reasonable concern for such
person's safety.

5. No dispatch or transmi ssion of a report concerning mssing persons
shall be required by such plan if the investigating police departnent
deternines that the release of such information would |eopardize the
investigation or the safety of the person, or otherw se requires
forbearance
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8 5. This act shall take effect January 1, 2027. Effective imedi ate-
ly, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation

necessary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date
aut hori zed to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.

are



