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Introduced by M of A  REYES, PAULIN, MAMDANI, R CARROLL, BENDETT,
RAGA, ZI NERMAN, SEPTI MO, SANTABARBARA, JACOBSON, CLARK, DI NOWTZ,
LEVENBERG, SHI MSKY, TAPI A, KELLES, HEVESI, SAYEGH, M:DONOUGH, LUNSFORD
-- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to creating the profes-
sion of nurse anestheti st

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anended by adding a new article 139-A
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 139-A
CERTI FI ED REGQ STERED NURSE ANESTHETI ST
Section 6920. Introduction.
6921. Definition of practice of certified registered nurse
anest heti st .
6922. Practice of certified registered nurse anesthetist and use
of the title "certified registered nurse anesthetist" or
"nurse anesthetist".
6923. State board for nursing.
6924. Requirenments for a license as a certified registered nurse
anest heti st .
6925. limted permts.
6926. Exenpt persons.
6927. Special provisions.

8 6920. Introduction. This article applies to the profession of certi-
fied registered nurse anesthetist. The general provisions for al
prof essions contained in article one hundred thirty of this title apply
to this article.

8 6921. Definition of practice of certified registered nurse anesthe-
tist. 1. In addition to the provisions of practice for reqgistered
professional nursing outlined in section sixty-nine hundred two of this

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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title, the practice of a certified registered nurse anesthetist further
includes, but is not Ilimted to, adnministration of anesthesia and
sedation to a patient; performng and docunenting a preanesthetic
assessnent and evaluation of the patient, including requesting consulta-
tions and di agnostic studies; selecting. obtaining., ordering. and adm n-
istering preanesthetic nedications and fluids; obtaining inforned
consent for anesthesia, devel oping and inplenenting an anesthetic plan

initiating the anesthetic technique; nonitoring the patient including
selecting, applying, and inserting appropriate noninvasive and invasive
nonitoring nodalities for continuous evaluation of the patient's phys-
ical status; selecting, obtaining, and adninistering the anesthetics,
adj uvant and accessory drugs, and fluids necessary to manage anesthetics
and acute and chronic pain; ordering and evaluating | aboratory and di ag-
nostic tests and performng point-of-care testing; ordering and eval uat -
ing radiographic imaging studies; nmanaging a patient's airway and
cardi opul nonary status using current practice nodalities; facilitating

energence and recovery from anesthesia by sel ecting, obtaining, ordering
and adni ni stering nedi cati ons, fluids, and ventilatory support:

di scharging the patient froma postanesthesia care area and providing
post anesthesia followup evaluation and care; inplenenting acute and
chronic pain managenent nodalities; responding to energency situations
by providing airway managenent, administration of energency fluids and
drugs, and using basic or advanced cardiac life support techniques; and
prescribe tests, drugs and other treatnents necessary to anesthesia care

provided by a nurse anestheti st.
2. (a) A certified registered nurse anesthetist |icensed under this

article and practicing for thirty-six hundred hours or less shall do so
either wunder the direction of: (i) a physician who has conpleted a
residency programin anesthesiology that is accredited by an accrediting
organi zation acceptable to the departnment; (ii) a physician who is board
certified in anesthesiology by a certifying organization acceptable to
the departnent; (iii) the operating physician who the governing body of
the general hospital or anbulatory surgery center, that is subject to
section twenty-eight hundred one-b of the public health law, has deter-
mned is qualified to supervise anesthesia services in the genera

hospital or anbulatory surgery center; or (iv) a dentist or podiatrist
qualified to provide anesthesia services pursuant to sections sixty-six
hundred five-a and seven thousand one of this title, respectively. For
pur poses of this section., direction shall nean patient care gui dance and
advice, coordination and comunication fromthe physician, dentist or
podiatrist to the certified registered nurse anesthetist practicing for
less than thirty-six hundred hours, as needed for the care of the
pati ent.

(b) After practicing for nore than thirty-six hundred hours, a certi-
fied registered nurse anesthetist shall function in an interdependent
role as a nenber of a patient-centered care team which shall include a
physician, podiatrist, or dentist.

3. Prescriptions for drugs, devices, and anesthetic agents, anesthesia

related agents, and anal gesics may be issued by a certified reqgistered
nurse anesthetist wunder this paragraph and section sixty-nine hundred

twenty-four of this article, necessary to anesthesia care provided by a
nurse anesthetist. The certified registered nurse anesthetist shal

obtain a certificate fromthe departnent upon successfully conpleting a
program including an appropriate pharnacol ogy conponent, or its equiv-
alent, as established by the conm ssioner's regulations, prior to
prescribing under this subdivision. The |license issued under section
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sixty-nine hundred twenty-four of this article shall state whether the
certified reqgistered nurse anesthetist has successfully conpleted such a
program or equivalent and is authorized to prescribe under this subdivi-
si on.

8 6922. Practice of certified registered nurse anestheti st and use of
the title "certified registered nurse anesthetist” or "nurse anesthe-
tist". Only a person licensed or otherw se authorized under this article
shall practice as a certified registered nurse anesthetist or nurse
anest hetist.

8 6923. State board for nursing. The state board for nursing as estab-
lished in section sixty-nine hundred four of this title shall be the
governing state board for certified registered nurse anesthetists.

8 6924. Requirenents for a license as a certified registered nurse
anesthetist. To qualify for a license as a certified registered nurse
anesthetist, an applicant shall fulfill the follow ng requirenents:

1. Application: file an application with the departnent;

2. lLicense: be New York state licensed and currently registered as a
regi stered professional nurse;

3. Education: have received a degree in a programof nurse anesthesia
froma programregistered by the departnment or determ ned by the depart-
nent to be substantially equivalent or neet the requirenents of section
Sixty-nine hundred twenty-seven of this article;

4. Exam nation: pass an exam nation satisfactory to the departnent
after consultation wth the state board for nursing and in accordance
with the conm ssioner's regul ations;

5. Character: be of good npral character as deternm ned by the depart-
nent ; and

6. Fees: pay a fee of one hundred fifty dollars to the departnent for
an initial license and a fee of fifty dollars for each triennial regis-
tration period.

8§ 6925. limted permits. 1. The departnent may issue a limted permt
to an applicant who is New York state licensed and registered as a
registered nurse and neets all qualifications for licensure, except the
exam nati on.

2. Llinmted pernits shall be for two years.

3. A limted anesthetist permt shall entitle the holder to practice
as a nurse anesthetist only in a health care facility under the
personal . on-prem se supervision of a certified registered nurse anesth-
etist wth nore than thirty-six hundred hours of practice experience or

hysi cian who: (a) has conpleted a residenc rogram in anesthesiolo
that is accredited by an accrediting organization acceptable to the
departnent; or (b) is board certified in anesthesiology by a certifying
organi zation acceptable to the departnment; or (c) has nedical staff
privileges to provide anesthesia services at the health care facility
and with the endorsenent of the health care facility.

4. Fees. The fee for each limted permt shall be thirty-five dollars.

8 6926. Exenpt persons. This article shall not be construed:

1. tolimt or dimnish the practice of the profession of nursing as a
nurse practitioner or registered professional nurse pursuant to article
one hundred thirty-nine of this title or any other law, rule, requlation
or certification;

2. as prohibiting the furnishing of nurse anesthesia assistance in
case of an energency;

3. as prohibiting such performance of nurse anesthesia service by
students enrolled in departnment regi stered nurse anesthesia progranms or

students enrolled in other nurse anesthesia prograns that are authorized
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pursuant to section two hundred twenty-four of this chapter to place
such students in clinical rotations in this state under appropriate
supervi sion; or

4. as prohibiting or preventing the practice of nurse anesthesia in
this state, in obedience to the requirenents of the laws of the United
States, by any conmmi ssioned nurse anesthetist officer in the arned forc-
es of the United States or by any nurse anesthetist enployed in the
United States veterans admnistration or United States public health
service while engaged in the performance of the actual duties prescribed
for such nurse anesthetist under the United States statutes, provided
such person does not represent or hold thenselves out as a certified
regi stered nurse anesthetist registered to practice in this state.

8 6927. Special provisions. It shall be lawful for an individua
practicing as a certified registered nurse anesthetist in this state as
of the effective date of this section that does not neet the educationa
requirenents, but neets the other requirenents of section sixty-nine
hundred twenty-four of this article, to continue such practice provided
that such certified registered nurse anestheti st:

1. subnmits evidence of certification as a certified registered nurse
anesthetist by an appropriate national certifying body to the depart-
nent ;

2. has continually mnmaintained active, up-to-date recertification
status as a certified registered nurse anesthetist by an appropriate
national recertifying body;

3. has subnmitted an application for and obtained |licensure as a New
York state certified registered nurse anesthetist within three years of
the effective date of this article; and

4. nothing in this article shall be construed to authorize an individ-
ual to continue to practice as or use the title "certified reqgistered
nurse anesthetist"” or "CRNA" beyond the three-year tine frane unless
such individual obtains a New York state license under this article.

§ 2. Section 6903 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 323 of
the laws of 2006, is anmended to read as follows:

8§ 6903. Practice of nursing and use of title "registered professiona

nurse” or "licensed practical nurse". Only a person licensed or other-
wi se authorized under this article shall practice nursing and only a
person licensed under section sixty-nine hundred five of this article

shall use the title "registered professional nurse" and only a person
Iicensed wunder section sixty-nine hundred six of this article shall use
the title "licensed practical nurse". No person shall wuse the title
"nurse"” or any other title or abbreviation that would represent to the
public that the person is authorized to practice nursing unless the
person is licensed or otherw se authorized under this article or article
one hundred thirty-nine-A of this title.

8§ 3. Section 6904 of the education |aw, as anended by chapter 994 of
the laws of 1971 and as renunbered by chapter 50 of the laws of 1972, is
amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 6904. State board for nursing. A state board for nursing shall be
appoi nted by the board of regents on recommendati on of the commi ssioner
for the purpose of assisting the board of regents and the department on
matters of professional |icensing and professional conduct in accordance
with section sixty-five hundred eight of this title. The board shall be
conmposed of not |ess than [H4teen] seventeen nenbers, el even of whom
shal|l be registered professional nurses and four of whom shall be
licensed practical nurses and two of whom shall be certified registered
nurse anesthetists all licensed and practicing in this state for at
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| east five vyears. An executive secretary to the board shall be
appoi nted by the board of regents on reconmendati on of the conm ssioner
and shall be a registered professional nurse registered in this state.

8 4. This act shall take effect eighteen nmonths after it shall have
becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anendnent and/or
repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation of
this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted
on or before such effective date.



