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STATE OF NEW YORK

6737

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 11, 2025

Introduced by M of A BOLOGNA -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend the canal law, in relation to maintaining bridges in a
manner to not inpede conmercial nmotor vehicles

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 62 of the canal |aw, as anmended by chapter 335 of
the laws of 2001, is amended to read as foll ows:

§ 62. Miintenance by state of certain bridges over the canal system
Al'l highway or pedestrian, lift or novable bridges over the canal system
ot her than highway bridges connecting parts of a state highway hereto-
fore constructed as a part of the barge canal inprovenent shall be
reconstructed, inproved, naintained and repaired at the expense of the

state, [+H——tn—the—ooinion—olthe com-ssioner—eol—transportation—+he

] in a manner so as not to inpede
commercial nmotor vehicles as defined in subdivision four-a of section
two of the transportation law. In the event the conmi ssioner of trans-
portation determ nes that any such bridge is no |longer required for the
convenience of the public, [he] such conmi ssioner shall have the power
to close, renove or relocate such bridge, provided at |east one public

hearing shall be conducted in the community or communities where the
bridge to be closed or renoved is |ocated. The conm ssioner of trans-
portation shall have the supervision and direction of such recon-

struction, inprovenent, nmaintenance, repair, closing, renoving or relo-
cation. All bridges over the canal systemother than lift, novable,
pedestrian or state highway bridges heretofore constructed as part of
the barge canal inprovenent shall be reconstructed, inproved, maintained
and repaired at the expense of the state under the supervision and
direction of the conmissioner of transportation, if, in [his] the
comm ssioner's opinion, the public convenience requires that each such

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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bridge shall be continued as a bridge for highway traffic. In the event
the comm ssioner of transportation is requested by any municipality to
reconstruct or inprove any such bridge, [he] such conm ssioner is hereby
enpowered to do so, provided, however, that prior to such reconstruction
or inmprovenment the nunicipality enters into a witten agreenent that
such bridge thereafter shall become a part of the highway system or
systens which it may connect and the nmai ntenance, repair, inmprovenent,
repl acenment or closing of any such bridge shall be governed by the
provi sions of the highway |aw, except that any such bridges situate in a
city shall be nmaintained, repaired, inproved, replaced or closed in the
same manner and subject to the provisions of any special |aw which nmay
apply or to the sane provisions of law as apply to other streets and
bridges in such city or in the case of such bridges situate in a
village, such bridges shall be naintained, repaired, inproved, replaced
or closed in the sane nanner and subject to the same provisions of |[|aw
as apply to other streets and bridges in such village. Any bridge over
the New York state canal system or abandoned part thereof which joins
parts of a state highway shall be under the jurisdiction of the conm s-
sioner of transportation and deenmed to be part of +the state highway
system and such bridges shall be constructed, reconstructed, inproved,
mai nt ai ned, repaired, closed or relocated pursuant to the provisions of
the highway law and the cost of such work shall be paid from noneys
avai l abl e for construction, reconstruction, inproverment, maintenance or
repair of state hi ghways.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




