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STATE OF NEW YORK

672

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefiled)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A CRUZ BURD CK, COLTON, OTlS -- read once and
referred to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT reconveni ng the New York state sea level rise task force; and
providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. 1. New York state sea level rise task force. There is here-
by reconvened, within the departnent of environnental conservation, the
sea level rise task force ("task force") established by chapter 613 of
the laws of 2007, which shall consist of 16 nenbers who shall be
appoi nted as foll ows:

(a) the conm ssioner of environnmental conservation or their designee;

(b) the secretary of state or their designee

(c) the commi ssioner of transportation or their designee;

(d) the conmi ssioner of health or their designee;

(e) the director of the state emergency managenent office or their
desi gnee;

(f) the superintendent of insurance or their designee;

(g) two nenbers to be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(h) two nmenbers to be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(i) one nmenber to be appointed by the nminority | eader of the senate;

(j) one nmenber to be appointed by the nminority | eader of the assenbly;

(k) one nmenber to be appointed by the mayor of the city of New York;

(1) one nenber to be appointed by the county executive of the county
of Westchester;

(m one nenber to be appointed by the county executive of the county
of Nassau; and

(n) one nenber to be appointed by the county executive of the county
of Suf f ol k.
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2. The at large menbers shall have expertise in one or nore of the
followi ng areas: climatol ogy; hydrol ogy; economics; marine fisheries;
| aw enforcenent and energency managenent; estuary prograns; oceanography
or coastal ocean science; ecology or environnental biology; resilient
i nfrastructure; geographic mapping and spatial analysis; urban planning
and sustai nabl e devel opnent; and environnmental justice.

3. Task force nenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties.

4. The chairperson of the task force shall be the conmm ssioner of the
departnent of environnmental conservation or their designee. The task
force shall neet no less than four tines and at other tinmes at the cal
of the chairperson.

5. Any vacancies on the task force shall be filled in the mnner
provided for in the initial appointnent.
6. The task force shall be authorized to hold public hearings and

meetings to enable it to acconplish its duties.

7. The task force may consult wth any organization, educational
institution, other governnent entity or agency or person in the devel op-
ment of its report required by subdivision 10 of this section.

8. The departnent of environmental conservation shall provide the task
force wth such facilities, assistance and data as will enable the task
force to carry out its powers and duties. Additionally, all other agen-
cies of the state or subdivisions thereof may, at the request of the
chairperson, provide the task force with such facilities, assistance
and data as wll enable the task force to carry out its powers and
duti es.

9. The purpose of the New York state sea |level rise task force shal
be to:

(a) review the report and recomendations previously issued by the
task force, and to deternine the progress made in effectuating such
reconmendat i ons and what recomendations require additional efforts;

(b) develop an wupdated evaluation of ways of protecting New York's
remai ni ng coastal ecosystens and natural habitats and i ncreasi ng coastal
community resilience in the face of sea level rise, applying the best
avail able science as to sea level rise and its anticipated inpacts; and

(c) updating previous recomrendations and, if appropriate, naking new
reconmendati ons on sea level rise resiliency.

10. No later than Decenber 31, 2027, the task force shall transmt to
the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly a report containing the foll ow ng:

(a) an assessnent of present and anticipated inpacts related to sea
| evel rise;

(b) an evaluation of previous recommendations of the task force, and
any new recomendations, related to nechani sms New York could establish
or inmprove to provide stronger, nore protective standards, and the
i mpl emrent ati on and enforcenent of such standards for coastal devel op-
nment, wetlands protection, shoreline erosion and danage nitigation, and
post - storm approaches for New York state in the context of sea |evel
rise, including an evaluation of current policies of the departnent of
environnmental conservation and the departnent of state and whether they
reflect the recomendations of the task force;

(c) an evaluation of previous recommendations of the task force, and
any new recomendati ons, regardi ng adaptive neasures which may be taken
to respond to sea level rise, including nmeasures to:
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(i) protect and connect terrestrial and aquatic habitats to allow
ani mal and plant species to migrate as tenperatures change, especially
in already fragnmented habitats;

(ii) protect and restore habitat on which already stressed ani nal and
pl ant species depend to maintain the integrity of natural comunities
and to protect ecol ogical services they provide including flood control
drinking water supply protection, clean water and cl ean air;

(iii) identify and nmonitor effects of climte change on ani nmals,
pl ants and natural conmunities;

(iv) integrate climte change adaptation strategies into state envi-
ronmental plans, including but not Ilimted to those related to the
community risk and resiliency act, as established by chapter 355 of the
laws of 2014, and the climte | eadership and community protection act,
as established by chapter 106 of the laws of 2019; and

(v) ensure insurance industry resiliency and understanding anpng
i nsureds regarding flooding risk.

(d) an eval uation of previous recommendati ons, and any new reconmrenda-
tions, on state and local regulatory and/or statutory alterations to
respond to the inpacts of sea level rise;

(e) (i) areviewof the current flood zone designations of shoreline
and waterfront comunities;

(ii) a review of critical infrastructure such as water and waste
filtration systems, chem cal and fuel storage facilities, energy produc-
ing facilities and equi pment in FEMA  designated flood zones prone to
fl ooding due to sea level rise; and

(iii) the need for a public awareness canmpaign to informresidents
in flood zones prone to flooding due to sea level rise on how to prepare
for sea level rise inpacts;

(f) consideration in such reconmendations for:

(i) differences between areas of varying developnental density,
i ncl udi ng densely popul ated areas such as the city of New York; and

(ii) findings and recomendations of other relevant governnental
studi es and reports, including but not limted to those of the NYS 2100
Conmi ssi on, the One NYC 2050 Strategic Plan, guidance devel oped pursuant
to the conmunity risk and resiliency act, and the Scoping Plan required
by section 75-0103 of the environmental conservation |aw, and

(g) estimates of costs to residents, businesses, and governnments of
sea level rise inpacts and adaptation and mtigation neasures.

11. No later than Decenber 31, 2027, the secretary of state shal
transmt to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the

speaker of the assenbly a report detailing how the state will inplenent
the task force reconmendations, including tinmelines for inplenentation.
8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire and be

deened repeal ed January 1, 2028



