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(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to differenti al
response prograns for child protection assessnents or investigations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 427-a of the social services |aw,
as anmended by chapter 45 of the laws of 2011, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. [Asy] Each social services district [#sey] shall, upon the authori-
zation of the office of <children and famly services, establish a
program that inplenents differential responses to reports of child abuse
and maltreatnent. Such prograns shall create a fam |y assessnent and
services track as an alternative nmeans of addressing certain matters
otherwise investigated as allegations of child abuse or naltreatnent
pursuant to this title. Notw thstanding any other provision of law to
the contrary, the provisions of this section shall apply only to those
cases involving allegations of [abuse—o+r] maltreatnent in famly
settings expressly included in the famly assessnent and services track

of the authorized differential response progranf —ard—orly—n—these
. . T . . 5 e ohi L on

Such cases
shall not be subject to the requirenents otherwi se applicable to cases
reported to the statewide central register of child abuse and naltreat-
ment pursuant to this title, except as set forth in this section.

§ 2. The opening paragraph and paragraph (a) of subdivision 2 of
section 427-a of the social services |law, as added by chapter 452 of the
| aws of 2007, are anended to read as foll ows:

[Asy] Each social services district |[interestedin—inplerpntinhg—a
differential—response—progran] shall [apply] subnit a plan to the office

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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of children and fam |y services on or before January first, two thousand
twenty-seven for [perw-ssionto—partiecipate] authorization to operate a
program pursuant to subdivision one of this section prior to January
first, two thousand twenty-eight. The criteria for [a—seelal—services

i i & ] authorization will be determ ned by the office
of children and fanmily services after consultation with the office for
the prevention of donestic violence[+];. however the social services
district's |[appHecation—rust—nelude—al plan [setting] shall set forth
the foll ow ng:

(a) in conjunction with any additional requirements inposed by the
office of children and fam |y services and the provisions of this subdi-
vision, the factors to be considered by the social services district in

determ ni ng which cases will be addressed through the famly assessnent
and services track and the size of the population to be the subject of
the differential response programand the protocols that wll be in
place to renove inplicit bias fromthe decision-making process in deter-
m ni ng which cases will be subject to the differential response;

8 3. The opening paragraph of subdivision 3 of section 427-a of the
soci al services |law, as added by chapter 452 of the Ilaws of 2007, is

anended to read as foll ows:

The criteria for determning which cases may be placed in the assess-
ment track shall be determined by the local departnment of social
services, in conjunction wth and in accordance with requirenents set
forth by the office of children and fanily services and after consulta-
tion with the office for the prevention of domestic violence. Provided,
however, that such criteria shall include protocols to renobve inplicit
bias in the decision-making process. Provided further, however, that
reports including any of the follow ng allegations shall not be included
in the assessnent track of a differential response program

8 4. Subdivision 7 of section 427-a of the social services |aw, as
added by chapter 452 of the laws of 2007, is amended to read as foll ows:

7. The office of children and famly services shall post [the] each
pl an [ centained—in—any—appecation—approved] for inplenmentation of a
differential response program on the office of children and famly
services website within sixty days of such approval.

8 5. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




