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STATE OF NEW YORK

6058

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 26, 2025

Introduced by M of A FITZPATRI CK, BRABENEC, DeSTEFANO, G GLIO, D Pl E-

TRO, HAWEY, TAGUJE -- Multi-Sponsored by -- M of A  BLANKENBUSH,
MANKTELOW -- read once and referred to the Cormittee on Veterans
Affairs

AN ACT to anend the real property tax law, in relation to veterans

alternative exenption

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 458-a of the rea
property tax |aw, as anmended by chapter 611 of the laws of 2023, is
amended to read as foll ows:

(e) "Veteran" nmneans a person (i) who served in the active mlitary,
naval, or air service during a period of war, or who was a recipient of
the arnmed forces expeditionary nedal, navy expeditionary nmedal, marine
corps expeditionary nedal, or global war on terrorism expeditionary
medal, and who (1) was discharged or rel eased therefrom under honorable
conditions, or (2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section one
of the veterans' services |law, and has received a discharge other than
bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (3) is a discharged
LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the veterans' services | aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service, (ii) who was enpl oyed by the War Shi pping Admi nistration
or Ofice of Defense Transportation or their agents as a nerchant seanan
docunmented by the United States Coast Guard or Department of Commerce
or as a civil servant enployed by the United States Arnmy Transport
Service (later redesignated as the United States Arnmy Transportation
Corps, Water Division) or the Naval Transportation Service; and who
served satisfactorily as a crew nenber during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one, to August
fifteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, aboard nerchant vessels in
oceangoing, i.e., foreign, intercoastal, or coastw se service as such
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terns are defined under federal |law (46 USCA 10301 & 10501) and further
to include "near foreign" voyages between the United States and Canada,
Mexi co, or the West Indies via ocean routes, or public vessels in ocean-
going service or foreign waters and who has received a Certificate of
Rel ease or Discharge from Active Duty and a di scharge certificate, or an
Honorabl e Service Certificate/ Report of Casualty, fromthe departnent of
defense, (iii) who served as a United States civilian enployed by the
Anerican Field Service and served overseas under United States Arm es
and United States Arny Groups in world war |1 during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one through My
eighth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who (1) was discharged or
rel eased t herefrom under honorable conditions, or (2) has a qualifying
condition, as defined in section one of the veterans' services |law, and
has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section
one of the veterans' services |law, and has received a di scharge other
t han bad conduct or di shonorable from such service, (iv) who served as a
United States civilian Flight Crew and Aviation G ound Support Enpl oyee
of Pan Anerican Wrld Airways or one of its subsidiaries or its affil-
i ates and served overseas as a result of Pan American's contract wth
Air Transport Command or Naval Air Transport Service during the period
of armed conflict, Decenber fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-one
t hrough August fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who (1) was
di scharged or rel eased therefromunder honorable conditions, or (2) has
a qualifying condition, as defined in section one of the veterans

services |law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorable from such service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as
defined in section one of the veterans' services |aw, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, (V)
notw thstanding any other provision of Ilawto the contrary, who are
menbers of the reserve conponents of the arned forces of the United
States who (1) received an honorable discharge or rel ease therefrom
under honorable conditions, or (2) has a qualifying condition, as
defined in section one of the veterans' services |aw, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or
(3) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the
veterans' services law, and has received a discharge other than bad
conduct or di shonorable from such service, but are still nenbers of the
reserve conmponents of the arned forces of the United States provided
that such menbers neet all other qualifications under the provisions of
this section, [e~] (vi) who shall be considered to have been di scharged
or released fromactive mlitary service of the United States under
honorable <conditions if: (1) the individual served in the active mli-
tary service of the United States for the period of tine such individual
was obligated to serve at the tinme of entry into service; (2) the indi-
vidual was not discharged or rel eased fromsuch service at the tine of
conpl eting such period of obligation due to an intervening enlistnment or
reenlistrment; (3) the individual would have been eligible for a
discharge or release wunder conditions other than dishonorable at such
time except for such intervening enlistnment or reenlistnment; and (4) the
i ndi vidual served in the active nilitary service of the United States
for a period of at |east ten years, provided that such individual neets
all other qualifications under the provisions of this section, or (vii)
who served in the active military, naval, or air service for a period of
nore than one hundred eighty-five days and received a conpensation
rating of sixty percent or greater, from the United States veterans
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adm nistration or fromthe United States departnent of defense because
of a service connected disability.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately; provided, however, that
the real property tax exenptions authorized by section 458-a of the real
property tax |aw, as amended by section one of this act, shall first
apply to assessnent rolls prepared on the basis of taxable status dates
occurring on or after August 30, 2008.




