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| N ASSEMBLY

February 26, 2025

Introduced by M of A WOERNER -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Racing and Wageri ng

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-nmutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to establishing the comm ssion on retired racehorses

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The racing, pari-mutuel wagering and breeding law is
anended by adding a new article 7-A to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 7-A
COVM SSI ON ON RETI RED RACEHORSES
Section 710. Conmni ssion on retired racehorses.
711. Powers and duties of conmi ssion.
712. Reports on retired racehorses.

8 710. Commission on retired racehorses. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished a conmission on retired racehorses. Such conmission on retired
racehorses shall consist of seven nenbers, three of whomshall be
appoi nted by the governor, two of whom shall be appointed by the tenpo-
rary president of the senate and two of whom shall be appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly. O the three nenbers appointed by the governor
two shall be appointed upon the recommendation of the ganmi ng conm ssion.
One of the appointed nenbers of the conmmission on retired racehorses
shall be representative of owners and breeders of standardbred horses
and one shall be representative of owners and breeders of thoroughbred
horses. Three of the appointed nenbers of the conmmission on retired
racehorses shall be representative of: (a) persons wth expertise in
training horses for uses other than racing, such as riding schools,
st eepl echase conpetitions, show horse conpetitions (e.g., dressage,
hunter/junper, English, Wstern, and costune conpetitions), and other
recreational uses, (b) persons with experience in the potential farm or
other rural econonic business applications for horses, and (c) persons
famliar with the use of horses for recreational or therapeutic uses.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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2. The nmenbers of the conmission on retired racehorses shall serve for
terns of four years each

3. Every nenber of the conmission on retired racehorses shall serve at
the pleasure of the official who appointed such nenber. Vacancies in the
nenbership of such conmission shall be filled in the manner provided for
ori gi nal appoint nents.

4. The nenbers of the conm ssion on retired racehorses shall receive
no conpensation for their services, but shall be allowed their actua
and necessary expenses incurred in the perfornance of their duties
pursuant to this section.

8 711. Powers and duties of commission. 1. The commission on retired
racehorses, in cooperation with the gam ng commi ssion, shall be respon-
sible for the oversight of retired racehorses. including the tracking of
such racehorses. For the purposes of this article, a retired racehorse
shall nmean (a) a New York-bred thoroughbred as defined by subdivision
three of section two hundred fifty-one of this chapter which is no |ong-
er _engaged in horseracing or (b) a standardbred which nmeets or ever net
the standards set forth in subdivision one of section three hundred
thirty-four of this chapter and which is no longer engaged in horse
racing.

2. The conmmission on retired racehorses, in cooperation with the
gani ng conm ssion, shall be responsible for the creation of a reqgistry
which would track retired racehorses in New York state. Such registry
shall include infornmation provided by each owner and subsequent owner of
a retired racehorse, as provided in section seven hundred twelve of this
article. Notw thstanding any other provision of [aw, the conmi ssion on
retired racehorses shall maintain and update this registry. The comm s-
sion on retired racehorses may access any relevant information in the
registries designated and administered by the New York state thorough-
bred breeding and devel opnent fund and the agriculture and New York
state horse breeding developnent fund to facilitate the inplenentation
of this article.

3. The commi ssion on retired racehorses shall work with the gamng
conm ssion to identify nethods by which the information in the retired
racehorse registry may be utilized to address the well-being and/or
enploynent of retired racehorses, including but not linmted to strate-
gies to address the issue of abandoned racehorses and to prevent the
slaughter of retired racehorses. The conm ssion on retired racehorses
shall also furnish related future recommendati ons regarding the funding
care and treatnent of retired racehorses. Such reconmmendations and rel e-
vant data that support such reconmmendations shall be subnitted to the
gani ng conm ssion for publication on their website.

4. The comission on retired racehorses shall work with the ganing
conm ssion to publish on the gamng conmi ssion website at | east quarter-
ly, in such forns as the ganmi ng conmmi ssion may deem proper, a report of
agagregate data fromthe retired racehorse registry including the nunber
of retired racehorses and any other information which the gam ng conmm s-
sion nmay deem proper. Such report shall also include information on how
to report violations as provided in subdivision three of section seven
hundred twelve of this article to the comrission on retired racehorses.

5. The conmission on retired racehorses shall share wth the ganing
conm ssion any suspected violations as provided in subdivision three of
section seven hundred twelve of this article at atine and in a nanner
to be determ ned and prescribed by the gaming conmm ssion for the purpose
of assessing civil penalties.
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8 712. Reports on retired racehorses. 1. Wthin seventy-two hours
after any change in ownership regarding a retired racehorse, boarded in
New York state during any part of the calendar year, the new owner or
owners of the horse shall report to the commission on retired racehorses
that such ownership has changed and shall file a statenent listing the
nane or nanes of the previous owner or owners and the license nunber of
any license issued by the gamng comm ssion to the previous owner or
owners, the nanme or nanes, telephone nunber or telephone nunbers and
address or addresses of the new owner or owners, the license nunber of
any license issued by the ganing conmission to the new owner or owners,
the tattoo nunber of such horse and any other information which the
commi ssion on retired racehorses may require. In the event that there
are multiple owners of a retired racehorse, one designated owner nay
register on behalf of all owners.

2. Wthin seventy-two hours after the death of a retired racehorse,
the owner or owners of the horse shall report such death to the conmm s-
sion on retired racehorses and shall file a statenent including a death
certificate by a licensed veterinarian and any other information which
the conmission on retired racehorses may require.

3. Any sole or joint owner of a retired racehorse who is a resident of
the state and who fails to file a statenent required to be filed by this
section shall be subject to a civil penalty not to exceed tw hundred
fifty dollars for each violation.

§ 2. Severability. |If any clause, sentence, subdivision, paragraph,
section or part of this act be adjudged by any court of conpetent juris-
diction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect, inpair or invali-
date the remai nder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to
the «clause, sentence, subdivision, paragraph, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which such judgnent shall have
been render ed.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on April 1, 2027.




