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STATE OF NEW YORK

5863

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 24, 2025

Introduced by M of A COLTON -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to providing free SUNY
CUNY and conmmmunity college tuition to active volunteer firefighters,
vol unt eer energency nedi cal services providers, and volunteer auxilia-
ry police officers

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph h of subdivision 2 of section 355 of the educa-
tion law i s amended by adding a new subparagraph 1-a to read as foll ows:

(1-a) The trustees shall inplenent a programto permt any student who
has been adnitted to a state-operated institution of the state universi-
ty to attend wthout the paynent of tuition and fees if such student
serves as an active volunteer firefighter, as defined in subdivision one
of section two hundred fifteen of the general nunicipal law, volunteer
energency nedical services provider, or volunteer auxiliary police offi-
cer. The provisions of this subparagraph shall only apply to costs of
one undergraduate degree and any additional costs associated with nore
than one sinmultaneous undergraduate degree shall not be covered by this
program

(i) The trustees shall provide an application process and adninister
the program according to the following criteria:

(A) Any student eligible for resident tuition rates is eligible for
this program provided that at the time of application, such student
submts proof of nmenbership in good standing of a volunteer fire conpany
or departnent, volunteer energency nedical services provider or a volun-
teer auxiliary police officer of a police departnent within the state of
New York.

(B) The student shall be required to maintain status as a nenber in
good standing of the volunteer fire conpany or departnent, vol unteer
energency nedical service provider or police departnment in which such
student serves as an auxiliary police officer through the conpletion of
such student's academ c program

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be onitted.
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C) The student shall be required to nmaintain a cunulative grade point
average (G P.A) of at least 2.5 in order to remain eligible for the

progr am

(ii) 1f a student or fornmer student fails to fulfill any of the
requirenents set forth in clause (i) of this subparagraph, the trustees
shall convert to a student loan the full anpunt of the tuition which

woul d have been paid by such student. as determined by the New York

state higher education services corporation, plus interest, according to

a schedule to be deternmined by such corporation. Such repaynent may al so
be required if a recipient fails to respond to requests for information

necessary to determine continued eligibility or for administration of
the program

(iii) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
subparagraph shall be required to apply for tuition assistance program
funding. Funds awarded on the tuition assistance programshall be
applied towards the cost of tuition prior to an award under this cl ause.

(iv) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
subparagraph and is otherwise eligible for the excelsior scholarship
program shall be required to apply for sane. Funds awarded through the
excelsior scholarship program shall be applied towards the cost of
tuition prior to an award under this clause.

(v) Students shall be responsible for all other costs including hous-
ing, fees and other non-tuition related charges.

8§ 2. Subdivision 7 of section 6206 of the education |aw is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (g) to read as follows:

(g) The trustees shall inplenent a programto permt any student who
has been admitted to an institution operated by the city university to
attend without the paynent of tuition and fees if such student fulfills
the requirenents of such program pursuant to the provisions of this
par agr aph.

(i) The trustees shall provide an application process and admnnister
the program according to the following criteria:

(A) Any student eligible for resident tuition rates is eligible for
this program provided that at the time of application, such student
submits proof of nmenbership in good standing of a volunteer fire conpany
or departnent, volunteer nedical services provider or a volunteer auxil-
iary police officer of a police departnent within the state of New York

(B) The student shall be required to maintain status as a nenber in
good standing of the volunteer fire conpany or departnent, volunteer
energency nedical service provider or police departnment in which such
student serves as an auxiliary police officer through the conpletion of
such student's academ c program

(G The student shall be required to maintain a cunul ative grade point
average (G P.A) of at least 2.5 in order to remnin eligible for the

progr am

(ii) If a student or fornmer student fails to fulfill any of the
requirenents set forth in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph., the trus-
tees shall convert to a student loan the full anpunt of the tuition

which would have been paid by such student, as determ ned by the New
York state higher education services corporation, plus interest, accord-

ing to a schedule to be determ ned by such corporation. Such repaynent
nmay also be required if arecipient fails to respond to requests for
informati on necessary to determne continued eligibility or for admnis-
tration of the program

(iii) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
paragraph shall be required to apply for tuition assistance program
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funding. Funds awarded on the tuition assistance program shall be
applied towards the cost of tuition prior to an award under this subpar-
agr aph.

(iv) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
subparagraph and is otherwise eligible for the excelsior scholarship
program shall be required to apply for sane. Funds awarded through the
excel sior scholarship programshall be applied towards the cost of
tuition prior to an award under this clause.

(v) Students shall be responsible for all other costs including hous-
ing, fees and other non-tuition related charges.

8 3. Subdivision 1 of section 6304 of the education law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph e to read as follows:

e. The trustees, sponsors or other governing body of a community
college shall inplenent a programto permt any student who has been
admtted to such community college to attend without the paynent of
tuition and fees if such student fulfills the requirenents of such
program pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph.

(i) The trustees shall provide an application process and admi nister
the program according to the following criteria:

(A) Any student eligible for resident tuition rates is eligible for
this program provided that at the tinme of application, such student
submts proof of nmenbership in good standing of a volunteer fire conpany
or departnment, volunteer nedical services provider or a volunteer auxil-
iary police officer of a police departnment within the state of New York

(B) The student shall be required to maintain status as a nenber in
good standing of the volunteer fire conpany or departnent, volunteer
energency nedical service provider or police departnent in which such
student serves as an auxiliary police officer through the conpletion of
such student's academ c program

(C) The student shall be required to maintain a cunulative grade point
average (G P.A ) of at least 2.5 in order to remnin eligible for the

program.

(ii) 1f a student or forner student fails to fulfill any of the
requirenents set forth in subparagraph (i) of this paragraph, the trus-
tees shall convert to a student loan the full anpunt of the tuition

whi ch woul d have been paid by such student, as deternined by the New
York state higher education services corporation, plus interest, accord-
ing to a schedule to be deternined by such corporation. Such repaynent
may al so be required if a recipient fails to respond to requests for
informati on necessary to determ ne continued eligibility or for adminis-
tration of the program

(iii) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
paragraph shall be required to apply for tuition assistance program
funding. Funds awarded on the tuition assistance programshall be
applied towards the cost of tuition prior to an award under this subpar-
agr aph.

(iv) Any student who elects to participate in the programunder this
subparagraph and is otherwise eligible for the excelsior scholarship
program shall be required to apply for sanme. Funds awarded through the
excelsior scholarship program shall be applied towards the cost of
tuition prior to an award under this clause.

(v) Students shall be responsible for all other costs including hous-
ing, fees and other non-tuition related charges.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




