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STATE OF NEW YORK

5361

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 13, 2025

Introduced by M of A FORREST -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Governmental Qperations

AN ACT to anmend the public buildings law, in relation to signage for and
access to lactation roonms in public buildings

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 144 of the public buildings |law, as added by
section 1 of part JJ of chapter 58 of the laws of 2018, is anended to
read as foll ows:

8§ 144. Lactation roomin public buildings. 1. As used in this section

(a) "covered public building" neans a public building owed by the
state of New York, under the supervision and control of the commi ssioner
of general services, that is determ ned by said conm ssioner to be open
to the public; and

(b) "lactation room nmeans a hygienic place, other than a bat hroom
t hat:

(1) is shielded fromview,

(2) is free fromintrusion;

(3) is well lit:;
(4) contains a chair, a working surface, nearby access to clean
running water, and, if the public building is otherwi se supplied with

electricity, an electrical outlet; and

[4-] (5) is intended to be used for the primary purpose of Dbreast-
feeding or expressing breast mlKk.

2. A covered public building shall contain a lactation roomthat is
made avail able for use by a nmenber of the public to breastfeed or
express breast mlKk.

3. A covered public building shall be excluded fromthe requirenent of
subdi vision two of this section if[+
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b)¥] new construction would be required to create a lactation roomin
the public building and the cost of such construction is unfeasible.

4. A covered public building containing a lactation roomthat is nade

available for use by a nenber of the public to breastfeed or express
breast mlk shall have a sign notifying the public of the availability
of such lactation room Such sign shall be posted publicly in a conspic-
uous location, either directly outside the entrance of such lactation
roomor within the reception area of such public building.

5. The office of general services shall conpile a directory of public
buildings which contain lactation roons that are nmade avail able for use
by nenbers of the public to breastfeed or express breast nmilk. Such
directory shall be posted on the office of general service's website by
no later than six nonths after the effective date of the chapter of the
laws of two thousand twenty-five that anended this section and shall be
periodically updated every six nonths thereafter. Such directory shal
indicate if a public building listed on such directory has extra
requirenents to access a lactation roompursuant to paragraph (b) of
subdi vision six of this section and |ist any such extra requirenents.

6. (a) Nothing in this section shall be construed to authorize an
i ndividual to enter a public building that the individual is not other-
w se aut horized to enter

(b) If a lactation roomis in a public building, or a location in a
public building, that a nenber of the public would not otherw se be
authorized to enter, the operating agency of such building shall estab-
lish clear rules and requirenents to allow a nenber of the public to
access such lactation roomto breastfeed or express breast mlk, unless
such access shall unduly inperil public safety.

§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




