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STATE OF NEW YORK

5176

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 12, 2025

Introduced by M of A SCLAGES, RAGA -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to requiring the New
York state cancer services programto provide breast cancer, cervical
cancer, colon cancer, prostate cancer, testicular cancer and ovarian
cancer screenings and diagnostic services at no cost to certain
peopl e; and meki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 2405 of the public health |aw, as
anended by section 2 of part A of chapter 109 of the laws of 2010, is
anended to read as foll ows:

2. The program shal |l incl ude:

(a) establishnment of a statewide public education and outreach
campaign to publicize evidence based cancer detection and education
services, such canpaign shall include: general community education,
outreach to specific underserved popul ations, evidence based clinica
cancer screening services, and an informational sumrary that shal
i nclude an explanation of the inportance of <clinical examnations and
what to expect during clinical examnations and cancer screening
servi ces;

(b) provision of grants to approved organi zati ons under section twen-
ty-four hundred six of this title;

(c) conpilation of data concerning the cancer detection and education
program and di ssemination of the data to the public; [and]

(d) devel opnent of professional education prograns including the bene-
fits of early detection of cancer and clinical exami nations, the recom
mended frequency of clinical exam nations and cancer screening services,
and professionally recogni zed best practices guidelines;,

(e) a requirement of providing cancer screening and diagnostic
services for cancers including, but not |limted to, breast cancer,
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cervical cancer, colon cancer, prostate cancer, testicular cancer and
ovarian cancer; and

(f) an informational panphlet pertaining to breast cancer, cervical
cancer, colon cancer, prostate cancer, testicular cancer and ovarian
cancer including, but not limted to: information on early detections
and treatnments of such cancers; contact information, including but not
limted to, the programis phone nunber, contact enmnil, and website for
the purposes of the departnent educating patients; and a telephone
nunber for the office of professional nedical conduct in the departnent
and the office of the professions in the departnent of education, at
which a patient nmay report any nmisconduct that the patient feels may
have occurr ed. The informational panphlet shall be posted as a print-
able file on the departnent's internet website and may al so be nade
available for order as a printed deliverable on the departnent's inter-
net website. The informational panphlet shall be witten in |ayperson's
| anguage and shall be made available in English and the six nbst conmon
non- English | anguages spoken by individuals with limted English profi-
ciency in New York state as based on the npst recent census.

§ 2. Section 2408 of the public health | aw, as amended by chapter 430
of the laws of 2005, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 2408. Annual report. The comni ssioner shall submt on or before
Decenber first, an annual report to the governor and the |legislature
concerning the operation of the breast [ard], cervical, ovarian, colon
prostate and testicular cancer detection and education program

} | ! } e ] Such reports shal
i nclude the experience of the program in providing breast cervical .
ovarian, colon, prostate and testicular cancer early detection and di ag-
nostic services. The annual report shall include strategies for inple-
mentation of the breast, cervical, ovarian, colon, prostate and testicu-
lar cancer prevention plan and for pronoting the plan to the genera
public, state and local elected officials, and various public and
private organi zati ons, associations, businesses, industries, and agen-
cies. Approved organi zations shall provide such data and assessment as
the comm ssioner may require for such report. Such report shall also
i nclude any reconmendations for additional action to respond to the high
i nci dence of breast cancer in this state.

8§ 3. Section 2409 of the public health | aw, as added by chapter 300 of
the laws of 1995 and subdivisions 5 and 6 as renunbered by section 72 of
part D of chapter 60 of the laws of 2012, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 2409. |[Owa+ian] Breast, cervical, ovarian, colon, prostate and
testicular cancer information program 1. There is hereby created within
the departnent the [ewarian]| breast, cervical, ovarian, colon, prostate
and testicular cancer information program (referred to in this section
as the "progrant), which shall provide information for consuners,
patients, and health care providers relating to breast, cervical, ovari-
an, colon, prostate and testicular cancer, including signs and synptons,
risk factors, the benefits of early detection through appropriate diag-
nostic testing and treatnment options.

2. The program [#sey] shall include but not be limted to the follow ng
el ement s:

(a) educational and informational materials in print, audio, video,
el ectronic, or other nedia;

(b) public service announcenents and advertisenents; [and]

(c) establishnment of toll-free tel ephone hotlines to provide infornma-
tion;_and
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(d) an informational panphlet pertaining to breast cancer, cervica
cancer, colon cancer, prostate cancer, testicular cancer and ovarian
cancer including, but not linmted to: information on early detections
and treatnents of such cancers; contact information, including but not
limted to, the programis phone nunber, contact emnil. and website, for
the purposes of the departnent educating patients; and a telephone
nunber for the office of professional nedical conduct in the departnent
and the office of the professions in the departnment of education, at
which a patient may report any m sconduct that the patient feels may
have occurred. The infornational panphlet shall be posted as a print-
abl e file on the departnent's internet website and may al so be nade
available for order as a printed deliverable on the departnent's inter-
net website. The informational panphlet shall be witten in
| ayperson's | anguage and shall be nade available in English and the six
nost conmon _non- English | anguages spoken by individuals wth limted
English proficiency in New York state as based on the npst recent
census.

3. The departnent shall produce, nmeke available to others for reprod-
uction, or contract wth others to develop the materials nentioned in
this section as the comissioner deens appropriate. These mterials
shall be nmnade available to the public free of charge as appropriate or
for a fee under certain circunstances. The conmi ssioner shall require,
where appropriate, health care providers to provide or make these nate-
rials available to patients.

4. In exercising any of [his—e+—her] their powers under this section,

the comm ssioner shall consult wth appropriate health care profes-
sional s, providers, consuners and patients, or organizations represent-
ing them

5. In addition to any state funds appropriated for the program the
conmm ssioner nmay accept grants frompublic or private sources for the
program The conmissioner, in administering this section, shall seek to
coordinate the programw th other public and private efforts, and nay
undertake joint or cooperative progranms with other public or private
entities.

6. The conmmissioner may nake rules and regulations necessary and
appropriate for the inplenmentation of this section.

8 4. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 2409-a of the public health |aw,
as anmended by section 6 of part A of chapter 60 of the |aws of 2014, are
amended to read as foll ows:

1. There is hereby established in the departnment the cancer detection
and education program advisory council, for the purpose of advising the
comm ssioner wth regards to providing information to consumers,
patients, and health care providers relating, but not limted to,
breast, «cervical, colon prostate, testicular and ovarian cancer,
including signs and synptons, risk factors, the benefits of prevention
and early detection, guideline concordant cancer screening and disease
managenent, options for diagnostic testing and treatnent, new technol o-
gi es, and survivorship

3. The commi ssioner shall appoint twenty-one voting nenbers, which
shall include representation of health care professionals, consuners,
patients, one voting menber who shall be a person who has or has had
col on prostate or testicular cancer, one voting nenber who shall be a
person who has or has had breast, cervical or ovarian cancer and other
appropriate interests reflective of the diversity of the state, with
expertise in breast, cervical, colon, prostate, testicular and/or ovari-
an cancer. The conm ssioner shall appoint one nmenber as a chairperson.
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The nenbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for their
services, but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in perfornmance of their duties.

8 5. The sum of twenty-six mllion eight hundred thousand doll ars
(%26, 800, 000), or so nmuch thereof as may be necessary, is hereby appro-
priated to the New York state cancer services program out of any noneys
inthe state treasury in the general fund to the credit of the depart-
ment of health, not otherw se appropriated, and nmade i mmedi ately avail -
able, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this act. Such
moneys shall be payable on the audit and warrant of the conptroller on
vouchers certified or approved by the comm ssioner of health in the
manner prescribed by | aw

8 6. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw



