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STATE OF NEW YORK

4989

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 10, 2025

Introduced by M of A BUTTENSCHON, CUNNI NGHAM STI RPE, SAYEGH, MAGNAR-
ELLI -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on Governnmental Oper-
ations

AN ACT in relation to establishing a task force to be called the office
of asyl um managenent; and providing for the repeal of such provisions
upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Ofice of asylum managenent task force. A task force to be
naned the "office of asylum nmanagenent" shall be established to study,
eval uate, and devel op recomendations relating to the nmanagenent of
asylum seekers in this state. For the purposes of this act, the term
"asyl um seeker" shall nean an individual who changes their country of
usual residence to seek tenporary or permanent residence in another
country, and who has applied for asylumunder 8 U. S. Code § 1158 or is
eligible to apply; or who is a refugee as defined by section 101(a)(42)
of the Inmigration and Nationality Act (INA).

8§ 2. Menbership of task force. 1. The office of asylum nanagenent
shal | consi st of seventeen nenbers who shall be appointed as foll ows:

(a) One nenber to be appointed by each of the foll ow ng:

(i) The head of refugee services within the office of tenporary and
disability assistance;

(ii) The conmi ssioner of health;

(iii) The comm ssioner of |abor;

(iv) The secretary of state;

(v) The conmi ssioner of children and famly services;

(vi) The conmi ssioner of education;

(vii) The comm ssioner of the division of crimnal justice services;

(viii) The conm ssioner of agriculture and nmarkets;

(i x) The conmi ssioner of the division of honeland security and ener-
gency services;
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(x) The conm ssioner of human rights; and

(xi) The director of the budget; and

(b) Two nenbers to be appointed by each of the follow ng:

(i) The speaker of the assenbly;

(ii) The tenporary president of the senate; and

(iii) The governor.

2. Al appointnents pursuant to this section shall be nmade no | ater
than the thirtieth day after the effective date of this act. Vacancies
in the nmenbership of the task force shall be filled in the sanme manner
provided for by the original appointnents. The task force shall organize
as soon as practicable following the appointnment of its nenbers. The

menbers of the task force shall elect a chairperson fromanong its
nmenbers to serve as the head of the task force. The nenbers of the task
force shall receive no conpensation for their services, but shal

recei ve rei nbursenment for reasonable costs incurred in the performance
of their duties under this act.

§ 3. Duties of task force. The office of asylum managenent shal
study, evaluate, and devel op recommendations relating to state manage-
ment of asylum seekers including, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) services that do not exist or that should be inproved in the
st ate;

(b) the regions of the state experiencing, and expected to experience,
the greatest influx of asylum seekers;

(c) current state resources that are avail abl e;

(d) the average anount of tine asylum seekers experience delays in
wor k aut hori zati on;

(e) work opportunities in the state that are avail able to asyl um seek-
ers;

(f) data collection practices on asylum seekers before they enter the
state, so the state can be better prepared for such asylum seekers; and

(g) any other information that the office of asylum nmanagenent shal
deem i nportant.

8 4. Powers of task force. The task force shall be entitled to request
and receive, and shall utilize such facilities, resources and data of
any court, departnent, division, board, bureau, conm ssion or agency of
the state or any political subdivision thereof as it may reasonably
request to properly carry out its duties under this act.

8 5. Reporting. The task force shall report its findings and reconmen-
dations to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate, and the
speaker of the assenbly on or before the expiration of this act.

8 6. This act shall take effect i Mmediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed two years after such date.



