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STATE OF NEW YORK

4624

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A  SEMPCLINSKI -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Enpl oyees

AN ACT to anend the civil service |aw and the executive law, in relation
to elimnating the maximumage linmtation for appointnent as a police
officer or as an environnental conservation officer

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 of section 58 of the «civil
service law, as anended by chapter 244 of the |laws of 2013, is anended
to read as foll ows:

(a) [he—or—she] such person is not less than twenty years of age as of
the date of appointnment | i }

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 58 of the civil service |aw, as anended
by chapter 244 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as follows:

2. The provisions of this section shall not prevent any county, city,
town, village, housing authority, transit authority, police district or
the departnment of environnental conservation fromsetting nore restric-

tlve reqU|renents of eI|g|b|I|ty for its police offlcers[———e*sepé——Lhe

8§ 3. Subdivision 4 of section 58 of the civil service law, as sepa-
rately amended by chapters 375 and 397 of the |aws of 1990, paragraphs
(a) and (b) as anended by chapter 561 of the laws of 2015, paragraph (c)
as anmended by chapter 190 of the laws of 2008 and subparagraphs (ii) and
(iv) of paragraph (c) as amended by section 58 of subpart B of part C of
chapter 62 of the Iams of 2011, is amended to read as folloms

e—] Legislative findings and declaration. The |egislature hereby
finds and declares that it is frequently inpracticable to ascertain
fitness for the positions of detective and investigator wthin various
police or sheriffs departments around the state by nmeans of a conpet-
itive exanmi nation due to the unique nature of the duties assigned and
the intangible personal qualities needed to performsuch duties. The
| egislature further finds that conpetitive exanmination has never been
enployed in many police, correction or sheriffs departments, to ascer-
tain fitness for the positions of detective and investigator w thin such
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police, correction or sheriffs departnents; such fitness has always been
determ ned by evaluation of the capabilities of an individual (who has
in any case received permanent appointment to the position of police
of ficer, correction officer of any rank or deputy sheriff) by superviso-
ry personnel. The legislature further finds that an individual who
perforns in an investigatory position in a manner sufficiently satisfac-
tory to the appropriate supervisors to hold such an assignment for a
period of eighteen nonths, has denonstrated fitness for the position of
detective or investigator within such police, correction or sheriffs
departnent at |east as sufficiently as could be ascertai ned by neans of
a conpetitive exam nation

[] (b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, in any juris-
diction, other than a city with a population of one mllion or nore or
the state departnment of corrections and comunity supervision, which
does not adm nister exam nations for designation to detective or inves-
tigator, any person who has received pernmanent appointnent to the posi-
tion of police officer, correction officer of any rank or deputy sheriff
and is tenmporarily assigned to performthe duties of detective or inves-
tigator shall, whenever such assignnment to the duties of a detective or
i nvesti gator exceeds ei ghteen nonths, be permanently designated as a
detective or investigator and receive the conpensation ordinarily paid
to persons in such designation.

[ 643] (c) Nothing contained in [subparagraph—{ii)] paragraph (b) of
this [paragraph] subdivision shall be construed to limt any jurisdic-
tion's ability to adm ni ster exam nations for appointnment to the posi-
tions of detective and investigator, provided however that any person
tenmporarily assigned to performthe duties of detective or investigator
within the period comencing Septenber twenty-third, nineteen hundred
ni nety-three through and including the date upon which this paragraph
shall have becone a | aw and who has not been designhated as a detective
or investigator and who has not been subject to an exami nation for which
there is a certified eligible list, shall be permanently designated as a
detective or investigator whenever such assignnent to the duties of
detective or investigator exceeds ei ghteen nonths.

[6~4] (d) Detectives and investigators designated since Septenber
twenty-third, nineteen hundred ninety and prior to February twenty-
fourth, nineteen hundred ninety-five by any state, county, town, village
or city (other than a city with a population of one mllion or nore or
the state departnment of corrections and community supervision) police
correction or sheriffs departnent, pursuant to the provisions of this
paragraph in effect during such period, who continue to serve in such
positions, shall retain their detective or investigator status w thout
any right to retroactive financial entitlenent.

8 4. Subdivision 3 of section 215 of the executive |aw, as anmended by
chapter 478 of the laws of 2004, is amended to read as foll ows:

3. The sworn nenbers of the New York state police shall be appointed
by the superintendent and permanent appointees may be renobved by the
superintendent only after a hearing. No person shall be appointed to the
New York state police force as a sworn nenber unl ess [he—e+she] such
person shall be a citizen of the United States, [betweenr—the—ages—of]
and at | east twenty-one [anrd—twepty—ninre—years—except—that—inthe—super—
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sect-on—twe—hunrded—si-xteen—of—thi-s—article—nor] years of age. Nor shal
any person be appointed unless [he—er—she] such person has fitness and
good noral character and shall have passed a physical and nental exam
ination based wupon standards provided by the rules and regul ati ons of
the superintendent. Appointnments shall be made for a probationary period
which, in the case of appointees required to attend and conplete a basic
training programat the state police acadeny, shall include such tine
spent attending the basic school and term nate one year after successful
conpletion thereof. Al other sworn nenbers shall be subject to a proba-
tionary period of one vyear from the date of appointnent. Follow ng
satisfactory conpletion of the probationary period the nenber shall be a
per manent appoi ntee. Voluntary resignation or withdrawal from the New
York state police during such appointnment shall be submtted to the
superintendent for approval. Reasonable tine shall be required to
account for all equipnent issued or for debts or obligations to the
state to be satisfied. Resignation or wthdrawal from the division
during a tinme of energency, so declared by the governor, shall not be
approved if contrary to the best interest of the state and shall be a
m sdeneanor. No sworn nenber renpved fromthe New York state police
shall be eligible for reappointnment. The superintendent shall nake rules
and regul ati ons subject to approval by the governor for the discipline
and control of the New York state police and for the exam nation and
qualifications of applicants for appoi ntment as nenbers thereto and such
exam nations shall be held and conducted by the superintendent subject
to such rules and regulations. The superintendent is authorized to
charge a fee of twenty dollars as an application fee for any person
applying to take a conpetitive examnation for the position of trooper,
and a fee of five dollars for any conpetitive exanm nation for a civilian
position. The superintendent shall promnul gate regul ati ons subject to the
approval of the director of the budget, to provide for a waiver of the
application fee when the fee woul d cause an unreasonabl e hardship on the
applicant and to establish a fee schedul e and charge fees for the use of
state police facilities.
8§ 5. This act shall take effect immedi ately.




