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STATE OF NEW YORK

4446

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2025

Introduced by M of A MOLITOR -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Education

AN ACT to anmend the education law, in relation to authorizing the estab-
i shment of regional high school districts in certain counties

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new article 39-A
to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 39-A
REG ONAL HI GH SCHOOLS
Section 1920. Regional high school; establishnment.
1921. (peration by board of cooperative educational services.
1922. Additional state aid.

8 1920. Regional high school; establishnent. A regional high schoo
nmay be forned by a contract entered into by tw or nore schoo
districts, which are city school districts in cities having a popul ation
of less than one hundred twenty-five thousand inhabitants, centra
school districts, union free school districts and/or commpbn schoo
districts, provided that all such school districts are wholly contained
within the sanme board of cooperative educational services supervisory
district, and is wholly contained within any county having between one
hundred thirty-four thousand nine hundred three and one hundred thirty-
four thousand nine hundred seven inhabitants according to the two thou-
sand twenty decennial federal census. Except as otherwi se provided in
this article, the provisions of this chapter as to the courses of study,
the qualifications and enpl oynent of teachers and other staff, and the
mai nt enance, conduct and supervision of public schools in central schoo

districts shall apply to a reqgional high school. Any contract for a
regi onal high school shall be subject to approval by the conm ssioner
and shall not be subject to approval by the electors of the schoo
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districts electing to formthe reqgional high school, and the regqgiona
hi gh school and the contract shall neet the followi ng requirenents:
1. the contract shall be for a period of not less than two schoo

yvears and, with the approval of the comissioner., may be renewed by
nut ual agreenent of the boards of education;

2. the regional high school shall commence operations on the first of
July, and shall not cease operations before the thirtieth of June in any
school year;

3. the contract shall state whether the regional high school wll be
operated by one of the participating school districts, hereinafter
referred to in this article as the "hosting school district," or by the
board of cooperative educational services pursuant to a contract author-
ized by section nineteen hundred twenty-one of this article;

4. the contract shall specify the manner in which the students of each
participating school district shall be transported to the regional high
school, and the cost of such transportation shall be a charge against
each such participating school district and be funded in the sane manner
as transportation provided pursuant to section thirty-six hundred thir-
ty-five of this chapter;

5. such regional high school shall operate its own extra-curricular
activities and inter-scholastic athletics, and the students attending
such regional high school shall be eligible to participate in such
activities and athletics and shall not be eligible to participate in
such activities and athletics of their participating school district;

6. if the regional high school is operated by a hosting schoo
district, the regional high school and the contract shall neet the
following requirenents:

a. the contract shall designate the site of the regional high school
which shall be within the boundaries of one of the participating schoo
districts. The hosting school district shall have responsibility for the
operation., supervision and maintenance of the regional high school, as
shall be designated in the contract,

b. the contract shall specify that the students of each participating
school district shall remain as students of their respective participat-
ing school districts, and they shall be treated and counted as such for
pur poses of all state aid calculations pursuant to this chapter,

C. the regional high school shall operate its own extra-curricular
activities and interscholastic athletics and the students attending such
regional high school shall be eligible to participate in such activities
and athletics and shall not be eligible to participate in such activ-
ities and athletics of their participating school district,

d. the contract shall provide that all school principals, assistant
principals, other supervisory personnel, teachers and other staff
nenbers of the participating school districts, except the superintendent
of schools, whose services in the participating school districts are no
| onger needed because of the creation of a regional high school or the
transference of students to an existing regional high school, shall be
granted enploynent rights in the host school district in accordance with
the provisions of this subdivision, and in the sane nanhner as is
provided in sections three thousand fourteen-a and three thousand four-
teen-b of this chapter,

e. in any case in which a participating school district sends
students to a regional high school operated by a hosting schoo
district, each school principal, assistant principal, supervi sory
enpl oyee, teacher and all other enployees previously enployed in the

education of such students by such participating school district prior
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to the tinme that such conponent district sends its students to the
regional high school shall be considered enpl oyees of the hosting schoo

district, with the sane tenure status held in such conponent district,
and in the sane nmanner as is provided in sections three thousand four-
teen-a and three thousand fourteen-b of this chapter. For purposes of
this section, when a participating school district takes back students
that it sent to another district on a tuition basis and sends such
students to a regional high school operated pursuant to this article,
the hosting school district of the regional high school shall be deened
to be the sending district for purposes of the rights and protections
provided in section three thousand fourteen-c of this chapter,

f. if the nunber of supervisory, teaching and other positions needed
to provide the educational services required by a regional high schoo
is less than the nunber of school principals, assistant principals,
supervisory enployees, teachers and other enployees eligible to be
consi dered enpl oyees of the hosting school district of such regiona
hi gh school as provided by paragraph e of this subdivision, the services
of the school principals, assistant principals, supervisory enployees,
teachers and ot her enpl oyees having the | east seniority in the partic-
ipating school districts within the tenure area of the position shall be
di scontinued. Such school principals, assistant principals., supervisory
enpl oyees, teachers and other enployees shall be placed on a preferred
eligible list of candidates for appointnent to a vacancy that may there-
after occur in an office or position under the jurisdiction of the
participating school district, the "receiving district” as defined in
section three thousand fourteen-c of this chapter, fromwhich a partic-
ipating school district has taken back students, and the hosting school
district of the regional high school similar to the one such schoo
principal, assistant principal., supervisory enployee, teacher or other
enployee filled in such conponent district. The school principals,
assi stant principals, supervisory enployees, teachers and other enploy-
ees on such preferred lists shall be reinstated or appointed to such
vacanci es in such corresponding or simlar positions under the jurisdic-
tion of the participating school district or the hosting school district
of the regional high school in the order of their length of service in
such participating school district, within seven vears fromthe date of
the placenent of the enployee on said list, and

g. for any such school principal, assistant principal, supervisory
enpl oyee, teacher or other enployee as described in paragraphs d and e
of this subdivision., for salary, sick |eave and any other purposes, the
length of service credited in such participating school district shal
be credited as enploynent tine with the hosting school district;:

7. the contract shall specify that the regional high school shall be
solely responsible for the inplenentation and conpletion of all acadenic
achi evenent st andar ds for the students of participating schoo
districts; and

8. this section shall in no way be construed to limt the rights of

any of such school principals, assistant principals, supervisory enploy-

ees, teachers or other enployees described in this section granted by
any other provision of |aw

8 1921. (Operation by board of cooperative educational services.
Notwi t hstanding any other provision of lawto the contrary, the boards
of education which are parties to an agreenent to operate a regiona
high school, wth the approval of the conmissioner, may contract with
the board of cooperative educational services of the supervisory
district in which they are |ocated for the nanagenent and operation of
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the reqgional high school. Such contract shall be for a period of not
less than two school years and, with the approval of the conm ssioner
nmay be renewed by nutual agreenent of the boards of education and the
board of cooperative educational services. Every such contract shal
provide for the commencenent of operations of the regional high schoo
on the first of July., and shall only cease operations on the thirtieth
of June of any school year.

1. Upon entry into such contract, the board of cooperative educationa

services shall take over all of the educational prograns of the regional
hi gh school and any and all responsibility for conpliance with acadenic

achi evenrent standards, and any enpl oyees of the regional high school or
of the participating school districts, as the case may be, shall becone
enployees of the board of cooperative educational services and the
provi sions of section three thousand fourteen-a of this chapter shal

apply. Such enployees shall be enployees of the board of cooperative
educational services and shall not be deened enpl oyees of the regiona

high school or the participating school districts for any purpose. Upon
termination of the contract, the regional high school or the participat-

ing school districts, as the case may be, shall take over the educa-
tional prograns and the enployees shall becone enpl oyees of the hosting
school district of the reaqional hiogh school, and the provisions of

section three thousand fourteen-b of this chapter shall apply.

2. Notwi thstanding any provisions of section nineteen hundred fifty of
this title or any other lawto the contrary. the program and adninistra-
tive expenses attributable to the progranms of the regional high schoo
shall be a charge upon the school districts participating in the
regional high school, and the board of cooperative educational services
shall portion such expenses to the school districts participating in the
regional high school in the nmanner prescribed in the contract between
the participating school districts and the board of cooperative educa-
tional services. The board of cooperative educational services shall not
charge any portion of the programor admnistrative expenses incurred
pursuant to this subdivision to its other conponent school districts.
Such administrative and program expenses shall not be eligible for aid
pursuant to subdivision five of section nineteen hundred fifty of this
title, but shall be eligible for aid pursuant to section thirty-six
hundred two of this chapter to the sane extent as the expenses of any
other high school education program Nothing in this subdivision shal
be construed to prevent the participating school districts from
contracting with the board of cooperative educational services for aida-
ble shared services in the sane nmanner and under the sane conditions as
any other conponent school district, and the cost of such aidable shared
services shall be eligible for aid pursuant to subdivision five of
section nineteen hundred fifty of this title.

3. During the termof a contract pursuant to this section, all schools
and other facilities of the participating school districts of the
regional high school which are used by the board of cooperative educa-
tional services in the operation of the regional high school shall be
deened leased to the board of cooperative educational services at no
cost. Such schools and other facilities shall remain the property of the
participating school districts and any capital expenses and building
nai ntenance costs incurred wth respect to such facilities shall be a
charge upon the participating school districts in accordance wth the
terns of the contract. Such capital expenses and nmi ntenance costs shal
not be eligible for aid pursuant to subdivision five of section nineteen
hundred fifty of this title but shall be eligible for aid pursuant to
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section thirty-six hundred two of this chapter to the sane extent as
such expenses of any other school district.

4. Students receiving instruction fromthe reqgional high school shal
not be deened to be enrolled in the board of cooperative educationa
services, except to the extent that they are participating in a shared

service in their enrollnent and attendance which shall be included in
the enrollnment and attendance counts of the participating schoo
districts for the purposes of state aid. Hi gh school diplomas shall be

issued by the participating school districts and the board of education
of each participating school district shall remain responsible for the

performance of its students in the regional high school under the state
accountability systemas if the students of each participating district
where in attendance at a high school operated by the participating
district.

8§ 1922. Additional state aid. Notw thstanding any other provision of
law to the contrary, the boards of education which are parties to an
agreenent to operate a regional high school and which do in fact operate
a regional high school shall be eligible for additional state aid pursu-
ant to subdivision fourteen of section thirty-six hundred two of this
chapter in the sane manner and to the sane extent as a school district
which qualifies for such aid pursuant to paragraph | of subdivision
fourteen of section thirty-six hundred two of this chapter.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




