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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

(Prefil ed)
January 8, 2025

Introduced by M of A KELLES -- read once and referred to the Commttee
on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and narkets law, in relation to estab-
lishing a native plant and seed supply, developnent and enhancenent
pr ogr am

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 142-b of the agriculture and nmarkets |law, as added
by a chapter of the |aws of 2024 amending the agriculture and markets
law relating to establishing a native plant seed supply, devel opnent and
enhancenent program as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S. 7849
and A. 9043, is anended to read as follows:

8 142-b. The New York native plant seed supply, devel opnent and
enhancenent program 1. The conmm ssioners of the departnent, the depart-
ment of environmental conservation, and the departnment of econonic
devel oprent shall establish a New York native plant seed supply, devel-
opnent and enhancenent program

2. The purpose of such program shall be to:

(a) increase the production of native plant seeds, as provided for in
subdivision three of this section, at plant nurseries in the state; and

(b) increase the use of native plant seeds, as provided for in subdi-
vision three of this section, in public | and nanagenent, roadside |and-
scapi ng, reforestation, pollinator pronotion, habitat restoration, regu-
| ar groundskeepi ng and nai nt enance on state |ands, and other projects as
determined by the conmm ssioners of the departnment, the departnent of
envi ronnment al conservation, and economni ¢ devel opnent [ —ard
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3. No later than one year after the effective date of this section,

the comm ssioners shall [ promgate—+u-es—and+eguationrs—for—the—estab-

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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H-shrent—of the program—ineluding—an—intial] develop a |list of [planrts
whose] plant seeds [a+e] eligible for consideration to participate in

such program and/or for use in connection with the requirenent of subdi-
vision six of this section. The list shall be updated by the com ssion-
ers at least once every three years or if deterni ned necessary by the
comm ssi oners.

4. Funds for the programshall be subject to appropriation and may be
used to establish growi ng operations managed by the state or to support
private entities that can increase the state's native plant seed supply.
5. As used in this section, "native plant seed" neans [a—germrating

7 ]_ ©

(a) non-invasive herbaceous and woody plant species that are indigene-
ous to New York state and are likely to maintain their range or success-
fully adapt to anticipated clinate changes in New York state and the
northeastern United States, or native, non-invasive plants found el se-
where in the United States that are likely to shift or expand their
range into New York state and the northeastern United States in response
to the anticipated climate change; and

(b) ogermnating seeds, or other plant parts, used to propagate desir-
able native plants representing a wide variety of species and genotypes

of plants.
6. Whenever possible and practicable, the state shall nmake use of

native plant seeds when engaging in public |and managenent, roadside
| andscapi ng, reforestation, pollinator pronotion, habitat restoration,
regul ar groundskeeping and maintenance on state |ands, and other
projects as determined by the conm ssioners of the departnent, the
departnent of environnmental conservation, and the departnment of econonic
devel oprent .

8 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2024 anending the agriculture and
markets law relating to establishing a native plant seed supply, devel -
opnment and enhancenment program as proposed in |egislative bills nunbers
S. 7849 and A 9043, takes effect.



