O©CoO~NOUA~WNE

STATE OF NEW YORK

4236

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2025

Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establishing a sea level rise mtigation and adaptation plan

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The environnental conservation |law is anended by adding a
new section 3-0320 to read as foll ows:
8 3-0320. Sea level rise mtigation and adaptation plan; cities with a

popul ation of one mllion or nore.

1. The departnent, in consultation with the New York <city energency
managenent departnent, shall

(a) establish a sea level rise mtigation and adaptation plan for
cities with a population of one mllion or nore, to identify land and
existing and planned facilities, including critical infrastructure, that
have been affected by or are vulnerable to sea level rise, flooding
inpacts, and natural hazards. The departnent shall utilize information,
projections and nmap data fromthe nost recent update of the sea |evel
rise vulnerability and adaptation report, the New York city nmyor's
office of resiliency's clinate resilience master plan and any other
agency report with pertinent related data, and any other pertinent data
and scientific reports the departnent deens necessary;

(b) assess a range of options, including environnental., social, and
econonic factors, for nmitigating i npacts of sea level rise

(c) submt an annual sea level rise vulnerability and adaptation
report to the governor, the mayor of the city of New York, and the
departnent of state no later than ninety days after the conpletion of
such report; and

(d) thirty days after the submi ssion of such report required pursuant
to paragraph (c) of this subdivision, conduct public hearings for public
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comment in five different counties within cities with a population of
one nmllion or nore.
2. (a) One hundred eighty days followi ng the submi ssion of the sea

level rise vulnerability and adaptation report, the departnent shall be
aut horized to inplenent and administer clinmate adaptation and nitigation
projects. Such projects shall include:

(i) the construction of natural resiliency neasures and the conserva-
tion or restoration of riparian areas and tidal marsh m gration areas;

ii) nature-based solutions such as wetland rotections to address
physical climte risk due to sea level rise, stormsurges and/or flood-
ing, based on available data predicting the likelihood of future extrene
weat her events, including hazard risk analysis data if applicable;

(iii) relocation or retrofitting of facilities to address physica
climate risk due to sea level rise, stormsurges and/or fl ooding based
on available data predicting the likelihood of future extrene weather
events, including hazard risk analysis data if applicable; and

(iv) flood risk reduction.

(b) Wth respect to such clinate adaptation and nitigation projects
aut hori zed pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subdivision, the departnent
shal | :

(i) provide state and regional information to the public and provide
support to local, regional, and other state agencies for the identifica-
tion, assessnent, planning, and, where feasible, the mtigation of
adverse environnental ., social, and economc effects of sea level rise in
cities with a population of one mllion or nore;

(ii) to the fullest extent practicable, prioritize climate adaptation
and mtigation projects which:

(1) actively benefit disadvantaged conmmunities as defined by the
climate justice working group;

(2) mnimze harmto wildlife, ecosystens, public health, and public
safety;

(3) do not violate indigenous rights or sovereignty:; and

(4) are the nost cost-effective to the state and city according to the
best avail able cost nodeling research:;

(iii) construct sea level rise nmtigation projects in consultation
with affected | abor unions and conmunity organizations through the New
York state energy research and devel opnent authority's regional clean
ener gy hubs;

(iv) establish criteria to evaluate whether state or city funds may be
used to mitigate hazards associated with sea level rise inundation and

coastal flooding; and
(v) coordinate with other state planning and coastal nmnagenent agen-

cies, including, but not limted to, the departnent of state and the
departnment of public service to adnminister grants and provide inforna-
tion and support to local. regional, and other state agencies consistent
with statutory authority.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




