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STATE OF NEW YORK

4114

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2025

Introduced by M of A HYNDMAN -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Hi gher Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing the
Charles L. Reason fellowship for the purpose of increasing faculty
diversity in higher education in New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 130 of title 7 of the education law is renumnbered
article 129-C and a new section 6457 is added to read as fol | ows:

8 6457. Charles L. Reason fellowship. 1. Ceneral requirenents. The
conm ssioner shall award grants to degree-granting institutions in New
York or to consortia of such institutions to be used for the purpose of
increasing access by mnority or disadvantaged students to acadenic
prograns that have been reqgistered by the conmi ssioner and that prepare
students fromunderrepresented nmnority groups to earn terninal acadenic
degrees and becone higher education faculty nenbers. Students who
conplete the undergraduate fellowship and enroll in a program as
described in subdivision three of this section shall be eligible for
|l oan forgiveness paynents to further assist their careers as faculty
menbers.

2. Charles L. Reason fellowship. (a) (i) Undergraduate fellowship
noneys nmmy be used for tutoring, counseling, faculty nent orshi p
expenses, supplenental financial assistance, program admnistration
including staff, sumer research or sinmlar academic opportunities for
participating fellows, student travel expenses for academ c conferences,
and other activities which the conmm ssioner may deem appropriate. To be
eligible for Charles L. Reason undergraduate fellowship program
support, a student nust be a resident of New York, or neet the require-
nments of subparagraph (ii) of this paragraph, and nmust be froma ninori-
ty group historically underrepresented in acadenic faculty in New York,
and nust denonstrate interest in and a potential to attain a Ph.D. or
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other termi nal academic degree and teach at the collegiate level if
provided special services. Eligible students nmust be in good acadenic
standing, enrolled full tinme in an approved, undergraduate |evel program
of study., as defined by the regents.

(ii) An applicant who is not a legal resident of New York state, but
who is a United States citizen., a permanent lawful resident. an individ-
ual who is granted Uor T non-immgrant status pursuant to the Victins
of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000, a person granted
tenporary protected status pursuant to the Federal Immgration Act of
1990, an individual of a class of refugees paroled by the attorney
general of the United States under their parole authority pertaining to
the adni ssion of noncitizens to the United States, or an applicant with-
out lawful inmrmigration status, shall be eligible for an award at the
undergraduate | evel of study provided that the student:

(1) attended a registered New York state high school for two or nore
yvears, graduated from a registered New York state high school and
applied for attendance at the institution of higher education for the
undergraduate study for which an award is sought within five years of
receiving a New York state high school diplonm; or

(2) attended an approved New York state program for a state high
school equivalency diploma, received a state high school equival ency
di ploma and applied for attendance at the institution of higher educa-
tion for the undergraduate study for which an award is sought within
five vears of receiving a state high school equival ency diplom; or

(3) is otherwise eligible for the paynent of tuition and fees at a
rate no greater than that inposed for resident students of the state
university of New York, the city university of New York or conmunity
colleges as prescribed in subparagraph eight of paragraph h of subdivi-
sion two of section three hundred fifty-five of this chapter or para-
graph (a) of subdivision seven of section sixty-two hundred six of this
title. Provided, further, that a student wthout lawful inmmgration
status shall also be required to file an affidavit with such institution
of higher education stating that the student has filed an application to
legalize their inmgration status, or will file such an application as
soon as they are eligible to do so; and

(4) has conpleted at | east one year of post-secondary education at a
college or university chartered by the regents within the state of New
York and remnins in good standing with that institution.

(b) Applications for funding shall be submitted by eligible insti-
tutions to the departnent in accordance with requirenents established by
the conmissioner. Priority consideration shall be given to institutions
whi ch denpnstrate an ability to graduate students who enter post-bacca-
laureate prograns at a high level. Gants shall be awarded based on
criteria established by the comm ssioner.

3. Loan forgiveness. (a) Mneys shall be nade available, subject to
appropriations, for purposes of student |oan forgiveness in accordance
with the provisions of this section to students who:

i) successfully conpleted the undergraduate Charles L. Reason fell ow
ship as described in subdivision two of this section;

(ii) have graduated froma baccalaureate program at a college or
university chartered by the regents;

(iii) wthin four vyears of achieving their baccal aureate degree,
enrolls in a Ph.D. or simlar termnal acadenmic degree program redgis-
tered with the departnent at a college or university chartered by the
regents that is not a programgranting the credential of juris doctor,
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nedi cal doctor, or other degree leading to a licensed profession as
described in title eight of this chapter; and

(iv) is aresident of New York, or neet the requirenents of subpara-
graph (ii) of paragraph (a) of subdivision tw of this section.

(b) Fundi ng awarded pursuant to this subdivision shall not exceed the
total qualifying outstanding debt of a Charles L. Reason Fellowship
participating student fromstudent loans to cover tuition and other
educational expenses, nmde by or qguaranteed by the federal or state
governnent, or made by a lending or educational institution approved
under title 1V of the federal higher education act. Loan repaynent
awards shall be used solely to repay such debt.

(c) Applications for loan forgiveness shall be nmade by eligible
students in accordance with requirenents established by the conmi ssioner
and the president of the higher education services corporation. Gants
shall be awarded based on criteria established by the conmm ssioner and
the president of the higher education services conmttee based on the
availability of funds appropriated for that purpose.

(d) A student receiving funds pursuant to this subdivision shall be
eligible for a loan repaynent award to be determ ned by the conmi ssioner
over a four year period provided however that no student shall receive
nore than ten thousand dollars in |oan forgiveness paynents per year or
nore than forty thousand dollars in |loan forgiveness paynents under this
subdivision in their lifetine.

(e) In the event that a student no |onger neets the qualifications for
|l oan forgiveness as defined in this subdivision, any scheduled or forth-
coning paynents to that student will be suspended until they certify to
the departnent, in a nethod deternined by the departnent, that they neet
such qualifications.

4. Reporting requirenents. Institutions participating in the Charles
L. Reason fellowship shall subnmt to the conm ssioner such reports or
other information as the comm ssioner shall require. The conmi Ssioner
shall prepare for the governor, the tenporary president of the senate,
the speaker of the assenbly, the respective mnority |leaders in both the
senate and assenbly, and the board of regents an annual report of the
activities of institutions which receive state funds pursuant to this
section concerning, but not limted to, the effectiveness of the
prograns, the nunbers of students served, and future plans.

5. Rules and reqgulations. The conmm ssioner shall pronmulgate rules and
regulations to inplenent this section.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




