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STATE OF NEW YORK

3415

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons
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January 27, 2025

Introduced by M of A MDONALD, SEAWRI GHT -- read once and referred to
the Committee on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to public-facing websites
operated by political comittees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 2 of section 14-106 of the election law, as
added by chapter 454 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. Al political coomttees that make an expenditure for a politica
conmuni cation shall be required to disclose the identity of the poli-
tical committee which nade the expenditure for such political communi-
cation. The disclosure on printed or digital political conmunications,
including but not limted to brochures, flyers, posters, mailings, publ-
ic-facing websites, or internet advertising shall be printed or typed in
an appropriate legible formto read as follows: "Paid for by:" foll owed
by the nane of the political comittee making the expenditure. The
disclosure on non-printed or digital political comrunications shal
clearly and prom nently display and/or speak the following statenent:
"Paid for by:" followed by the nane of the political comm ttee naking
the expenditure. In the case of a political comunication that is not
vi sual, such as radio or automated tel ephone calls, clearly speaking the
statement wll satisfy the requirenents of this section. In the case of
a public-facing website paid for, hosted, and/or operated by a politica
conmittee, the disclosure shall be clearly displayed within each naviga-
bl e webpage of such website.

§ 2. Paragraph (a) and subparagraph (v) of paragraph (b) of subdivi-
sion 1 of section 14-107 of the election | aw, paragraph (a) as anended
by section 4 of part JJJ of chapter 59 of the |laws of 2018 and subpara-
graph (v) of paragraph (b) as anended by section 1 of part A of chapter
286 of the |aws of 2016, are anended to read as foll ows:
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(a) "Independent expenditure"” neans an expenditure nade by an inde-
pendent expenditure comittee in the form of (i) an audio or video
comuni cation via broadcast, cable or satellite, (ii) a witten comuni-
cation via advertisenents, panphlets, <circulars, flyers, brochures,
letterheads or (iii) other published statenents, where such expenditure
is conveyed to five hundred or nore nenbers of a general public audi-
ence, or in the form of any paidinternet or digital advertisenent
targeted to fifty or nore nenbers of a general public audience, or in
the form of a public-facing website, which: (i) irrespective of when
such comuni cation is nade, contains words such as "vote," "oppose,"
"support,” "elect," "defeat," or "reject,” which call for the election
or defeat of the clearly identified candidate, (ii) refers to and advo-
cates for or against a clearly identified candidate or ball ot proposal
on or after January first of the year of the election in which such
candi date is seeking office or such proposal shall appear on the ballot,
or (iii) within sixty days before a general or special election for the
of fi ce sought by the candidate or thirty days before a primary el ection
includes or references a clearly identified candidate. An independent
expenditure shall not include conmunications where such candidate, the
candidate's political comrittee or its agents, a party comrittee or its
agents, or a constituted commttee or its agents or a political conmt-
tee fornmed to pronote the success or defeat of a ballot proposal or its
agents, did authorize, request, suggest, foster or cooperate in such
conmuni cati on

(v) a conmmunication published on the Internet, unless the comuni-
cation is a paid advertisement or a public-facing website paid for,
hosted, and/or operated by a political conmittee.

8 3. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw




