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Introduced by M of A GRAY, D PIETRO -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to expenses borne by counties
outside of the city of New York for the issuance and naintenance of
record books utilized by authorized gunsmths in the sale and disposi-
tion of firearns in the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. As part of New York's
firearms licensing law, section 400.00 of the penal law requires
gunsmths and licensed firearns dealers to nmaintain a record of al
transactions involving firearnms. These requirenents are contained in
subdivision 12 of section 400.00 of the penal law. In order to buy a
firearmthe purchaser nust produce a license authorizing possession of
the weapon or show authorization to carry the weapon by virtue of their
peace officer or police officer status. Wthin ten days of sale, section
400.00 of the penal lawrequires the seller to send a "transaction
report" to the Division of State Police. An original of the report is
retained in a record book to be kept on premses while the statute is
silent as to who is responsible for distributing the record books to the
firearms deal ers, subdivision 13 of section 400.00 of the penal |aw has
been interpreted since 1987 as requiring County governments outside of
the Cty of New York, and the Cty of New York within the Cty, as
financially responsible for the expenses related to and the managenent
of the issuance of, the record books referenced in subdivision 12 of
section 400.00 of the penal |law. Since the emergence of on-line retai
sales of firearns, the demand for, and cost of, firearms record books
has grown as an unfunded nandate on counties related solely to an activ-
ity associated with the State Police of New York. As such, this anend-
ment seeks to nodify the lawto require the expense associated with
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these record books be borne by the State of New York as incidental to
the functions required to be perforned by the New York State Police

8§ 2. Subdivision 13 of section 400.00 of the penal law is anmended to
read as foll ows:

13. Expenses. The expense of providing a Iicensing officer with blank
applications, |licenses and record books for carrying out the provisions
of this section shall be a charge agai nst the [eeunty—andinA—the—city
of—NewYork—against—the—city] state by and through the division of state

police.
8§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




