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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A EPSTEIN, KELLES, RAGA, CUNNI NGHAM LEVENBERG
G BBS, REYES -- Muilti-Sponsored by -- M of A SIMON -- read once and
referred to the Committee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT to anend the environnental conservation law, in relation to
establ i shing state and muni ci pal conposting prograns

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 27 of the environnental conservation |aw is amended

by adding a newtitle 34 to read as foll ows:
TITLE 34
STATE AND MUNI Cl PAL COVPOSTI NG PROGRANS

Section 27-3401. State and nunici pal conposting prograns.
8§ 27-3401. State and nunicipal conposting prograns.

1. For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "agency" neans any departnent, agency. board, public benefit
corporation, public authority, or conm ssion;

(b) "conpostable" neans all the materials in the product will (i)
undergo degradation by biological processes during conposting to vield
carbon dioxide, water, inorganic conpounds, and bionass at a rate

consistent with other known conpostable materials; and (ii) leave no
visible, distinguishable or toxic residue, including no adverse inpact
on the ability of conposts to support plant growh once the finished
conpost is placed in soil; and

(c) "municipal" nmeans a village, town, city, or county.

2. Beginning one vyear after the effective date of this section., al
state and nunicipal agencies shall establish a conposting program in

bui l dings owned, occupied or operated by such agencies that shall, at a
m ni mum
(a) require that all conpostable waste including but not linted to

food scraps., plant trimmngs, food-soiled paper and certified conposta-
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bl e products from garbage and other recyclables be separated and pl aced
in | abel ed containers;

(b) post and maintain signs with instructions on identifying and sepa-
rating conpostable waste from garbage and recycl abl es;

(c) ensure agency enployees place conpostable waste in appropriately
| abel ed containers and do not m x such waste with garbage or recycla-
bl es;

(d) ensure containers are latched at the tinme of storage or set-out;
and

(e) arrange for conpostable waste to be transported and/or processed
separately from garbage and recycling.

3. Each state and nunicipal agency may arrange for collection of
conpostable waste by a private carter, transport such waste itself or
process such waste on-site.

4. Beqginning one vear after the establishnent of the program pursuant
to subdivision two of this section, and annually thereafter, each state
and nmunicipal agency shall report to the departnent on such program
including, but not linmted to (i) the amount of conpostable waste
collected; and (ii) the costs associated with such program

5. By Decenber first, two thousand twenty-seven, and annually there-
after, the departnment shall post a report on its website detailing agen-
cy conposting prograns in the state. Such report shall include an eval u-
ation of the effectiveness of such conposting programs, and informtion
on costs and collection rates.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




