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STATE OF NEW YORK

2301

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A SCLAGES, DE LOS SANTOS, SEAWRI GHT -- read once
and referred to the Committee on Small Busi ness

AN ACT to anend the econonic devel opnent |aw, the New York state urban
devel opnment corporation act and the executive law, in relation to
snmal | business crine prevention services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The econonmic development |law is anended by adding a new
section 139-a to read as foll ows:

8 139-a. Snmll business crine prevention services program 1. There
is hereby established wthin the division a small business crine
prevention services program

2. The small business crine prevention services program directly and
in conjunction wth other divisions of the departnment and with other
agencies of the state, federal agencies or local governnents, shal
provide small businesses with access to the follow ng services:

(a) information on strategies, best practices and prograns offering
training and assistance in prevention of crines in and around the prem

ises of small busi nesses or otherwise affecting small businesses,
including but not limted to: assault, arson and other violent felony
offenses; robbery, burglary, theft, identity theft, counterfeiting,

check and credit card fraud and other fraud; and vandalism graffiti and
ot her property damage;

(b) information on eligibility and applications for financial assist-
ance for small business crine prevention services under paragraph (o) of
subdivision one of section sixteen-m of section one of chapter one
hundred seventy-four of the |aws of nineteen hundred sixty-eight:;

(c) information on eligibility and applications for other prograns of
financial assistance for small business crinme prevention that nmay from
tine to tine be available fromthe departnent or other agencies of the
state, federal agencies or local governnents;
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(d) information on protecting the assets of small businesses from
crine, including risk reduction strategies and insurance availability;
and

(e) information on responses to crinme, including reporting of crines,
subm tting insurance clains and crine victim assistance prograns.

3. The small business crine prevention services program shall, with
the assistance of the small business advisory board and other appropri-
ate state agencies, identify issues relating to crinme affecting smal
businesses and assist the advisory board and the division in making
recommendations for legislative, regulatory and programmtic actions to
address such issues.

§ 2. Paragraph (n) of subdivision 1 of section 16-m of section 1 of
chapter 174 of the laws of 1968, constituting the New York state urban
devel opnment corporation act, as added by chapter 298 of the | aws of
2012, is amended and a new paragraph (p) is added to read as foll ows:

(n) Loans, |oan guarantees, interest subsidies and grants to busi-
nesses, nunicipalities, industrial developnent agencies and | ocal and
regi onal econom ¢ devel opnent corporations, not-for-profit corporations,
busi ness i nprovenent districts, regional nmarketing authorities and agri-
cul tural cooperatives organi zed pursuant to the cooperative corporations
|l aw, and other entities for the construction, reconstruction, inprove-
nment, expansion or rehabilitation of whol esal e regional farners' markets
or food hubs that facilitate the sale and pronotion of farm products
grown or produced in New York state.

For the purposes of this paragraph a wholesale regional farners
mar ket or food hub is a market, business or organization that actively
manages the aggregation, distribution and marketing of source-identified
food products primarily fromlocal or regional producers to satisfy
whol esal e, retail and institutional demand for such products[-]; and

(p) LlLoans, loan guarantees, interest subsidies and grants to snul
busi nesses, nmunicipalities, not-for-profit corporations or other organ-
izations for the purpose of preventing crines against small businesses
or on the premises or in the vicinity of small businesses, including
such activities as initiating or maintaining business watch prograns,
installation of lighting, security equipnent and other physical inprove-
nents to prevent or deter crimnal activities, and the developnent and
di ssenination of infornmation to owners, operators and enployees of small
businesses on effective crine prevention strategies. Preference in
awar di ng assi stance pursuant to this paragraph shall be given to
projects that will benefit distressed areas or other areas with a denon-
strated need based on crine statistics, projects that provide a local or
private-sector match, and projects that denpnstrate a |likelihood of
positive inpact on crine prevention. The division of crininal justice
services shall provide assistance in the devel opnent of the program of
smal | _business crinme prevention assistance.

8 3. Section 837 of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 24 to read as foll ows:

24. Provide advice and assistance to the division for small business
in devel oping and operating a programof small business crine prevention
services pursuant to section one hundred thirty-nine-a of the econonic
devel opnent | aw, and provide advice and assistance to the urban devel op-
nent corporation in the developnent of the programof small business
crine prevention assistance pursuant to paragraph (p) of subdivision one
of section sixteen-mof section one of chapter one hundred seventy-four
of the laws of nineteen hundred sixty-eight.
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8 4. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that
the departnment of econonic devel opnent, the New York state urban devel -
opment corporation and the division of crimnal justice services shall
be inmedi ately authorized to take any and all actions necessary to fully
i mpl ement the provisions of this act on such date; and further provided
that the amendnents to section 16-m of the urban devel opnent corporation
act made by section two of this act shall not affect the expiration of
such section and shall be deened to expire therewth.



