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2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 16, 2025

Introduced by M of A GALLAGHER, MAMDANI, SIMON, FORREST, STIRPE --
read once and referred to the Conmittee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anmend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the office of
addi ction services and supports and tobacco-linited and tobacco-free
facilities for treatnent

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision (b) of section 19.21 of the mental hygiene | aw,
as separately anended by chapters 558 and 596 of the laws of 1999, is
anmended to read as foll ows:

(b) The office shall redefine and devel op, establish, promulgate, and
enforce certification, inspection, |licensing, and treatment standards
for chem cal dependence facilities and staff, which shall be applied in
addition to any other standards for any other services provided by such
facilities, and which shall be applicable to any facility providing or
purporting to provide as part or all of a program of services, any
services for the alleviation of the conditions of alcoholism alcohol
abuse, substance abuse, substance dependence, chem cal abuse, or chem -
cal dependence.

(1) Such standards shall not prohibit any chenical dependence facility
fromchoosing to be a tobacco-linmited environnent; provided, however,
this prohibition shall not apply to prevention, treatnment, or recovery
services for children, youth and/or young adults, which nust remin
t obacco-free.

(i) "Tobacco-limted" neans prohibiting the use of all tobacco
products and nicotine delivery systens in facilities and vehicles owned
or operated by the office, while allowing for linted use of certain
t obacco products by patients in designated areas on facility grounds at
designated times, in accordance with rules, regulations, and guidance
issued by the office.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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(ii) "Tobacco-free" means prohibiting the use of all tobacco products
in facilities, on grounds, and in vehicles owned or operated by the
of fice.

(2) Were appropriate, such standards shall provide for priority of
admi ssion for persons whose children have been placed in foster care or
are in jeopardy of being so placed pursuant to article ten of the famly
court act or article six of the social services |aw

8§ 2. This act shall take effect i mediately.




