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STATE OF NEW YORK

2152

2025- 2026 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 15, 2025

Introduced by M of A ANDERSON -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Social Services

AN ACT to amend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
full year youth and young adult enpl oynment i mrersion program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The social services law is anmended by addi ng a new section
131-y to read as follows:

8§ 131-y. Youth enploynent immersion program 1. For the purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Ofice" nmeans the office of tenporary and disability assistance.

(b) "Progrant neans the youth enploynment inmersion program established
under this section.

(c) "Eligible vyouths and young adults" neans econom cally di sadvan-
taged state residents who are between the ages of sixteen and twenty-
four whom have not conpl eted post-secondary education

2. The office shall establish a youth enploynent imersion program
The programshall be adm nistered by the |local social services districts
with supervision and regulation by the office. The programshall be for
eligible youths and young adults which shall include:

(a) up to twenty percent of an eligible youth or young adult's tine
with the programbeing spent on education and enploynent readinhess,
including, but not linmted to:

(i) attending a high school equival ency program

(ii) attending prograns which teach workforce readiness, skill devel-
opnent, financial literacy, or digital literacy;

(iii) earning a certification or license; or

(iv) being provided with job placenent and retention services; and

(b) at least eighty percent of an eligible youth or young adult's tine
with the program being spent engaging in paid enploynent that builds
transferable skills.
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3. The programshall permt eligible youths and young adults to apply
for participation in the programfor a period of one year wth the
option of re-applying to extend their participation in the program by
one year until they are no |onger eligible.

4. The program nay provide enployers with subsidies of up to one third
of the gross wages for up to one year for the hiring of a participant in
the program

5. The program shall performoutreach to eligible youths and young
adults at: high school equival ency progranms; high schools, specifically
reaching out to students who do not have plans after graduation; and
public assistance work readiness prograns. The program shall also reach
out to youths and young adults who are being rel eased by the crimnal
justice system or non-secure placenent prograns.

6. Program participants shall be conpensated for enploynent, education
and enpl oynent readi ness conponents at a rate equal to two hundred
sixty-five percent of the federal poverty line.

§ 2. Subparagraph (ix) of paragraph (a) of subdivision 8 of section
131-a of the social services |law, as added by section 1 of subpart D of
part XX of chapter 55 of the laws of 2020, is anended to read as
foll ows:

(ix) all of the income derived fromparticipation in the summer youth
enpl oyment program or youth enploynment inmmersion program provided
however, that such incone shall be exenpt only for an individual who is
not older than age twenty-four at the time of enrollnment in the sunmmer
yout h enpl oynent program or youth enploynment inmersion program and such
disregard mnust be applied for the length of the individual's partic-
i pation in such program

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.




