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Introduced by M of A CUNNINGHAM -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Children and Families

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing the
youth in progress statew de advisory board and regional teans for
adol escents in foster care for the state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 6 of the social services law is anmended by adding a
newtitle 1-B to read as foll ows:

TITLE 1-B
YOUTH | N PROGRESS

Section 394-h. Youth in progress.

8§ 394-h. Youth in progress. 1. The youth in progress statew de advi-
sory board is hereby established for the purposes of bringing together
youth age fourteen and older who are or have been in foster care in
order to discuss commpbn experiences, ideas and concerns. The |loca
social services departnents, authorized agencies serving adolescents in
foster care, the office of children and famly services, and contractors
of the office may recruit appropriate youth to participate in the youth
in progress statew de advisory board and regional teanms on a voluntary
basi s.

2. The office of <children and famly services shall facilitate the
formation of regional youth in progress teans and assist in identifying
an adult nentor for each vyouth team nenber. The regional youth in
progress teans and adult nentors shall nmeet on a reqular basis and shal
conduct periodic regional foruns for foster care youth to speak out on
issues of interest to adolescents in foster care.

3. The vyouth in progress statew de advisory board shall include a
representative fromthe regional teans that will advise the office of
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children and famly services and the council on children and fanmlies on
issues relating to foster care. In each of the six office of children
and family services regions the youth in progress regional teamor teans
shall nonminate up to four vyouth nenbers and their adult nentors to
participate in the youth in progress statew de advisory board. In addi-
tion. four vyouth currently or fornerly placed with the office of chil-
dren and famly services' division of juvenile justice and opportunities
for youth shall be selected by the nmenbers of the youth in progress

statewi de advisory board, to be nenbers of the advisory board' s nenber-

ship. The youth in progress statew de advisory board shall have up to
twenty-eight youth participants and shall neet at least three tines each
year.

4. (a) The vyouth in progress statew de advisory board nay issue an
annual report with its recommendations on issues of interest to adoles-
cents in foster care. The report nmay include other infornation on the
activities of the youth in progress statew de advisory board. The office
of children and famly services shall provide technical assistance to
the vyouth in progress statew de advisory board, including distribution
of the annual report. Such reports shall be nade available to the public
and shall be subnmitted to: the governor, the legislature, the director
of the council on children and famlies, and the nmenber agencies of the
council on children and famlies. The contents of the youth in progress
annual report shall be solely the work product of the youth in progress
st at ewi de advi sory board and its nenbers, and shall not be revised or
edited by the office of children and famly services.

(b) At least sixty days prior to the comni ssioner of the office of
children and fanmily services final approval of rules and regulations
pertaining to foster care or services for adolescents who are or have
been in foster care, other than energency rules and regulations, the
conm ssioner shall submit the proposed rules and regulations to the
youth in progress statew de advisory board for review. The youth in

progress statew de advisory board may report its recomendations thereon
to the comm ssioner of the office of children and famly services within

sixty days.
8 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw.




