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WATERMAN, TAPI A, BENEDETTO, DE LOS SANTCS, G BBS, LUCAS, RAGA, SH M
SKY, ALVAREZ, CUNNI NGHAM FALL, BARRETT, ROVERO, LASHER, TORRES,
VALDEZ, ZACCARO, CRIFFIN, BURROUGHS, WRI GHT, WOERNER, KAY, W EDER
STI RPE, SANTABARBARA, KASSAY, DAI'S, McDONALD, STECK -- Milti - Sponsored
by -- M of A COX -- read once and referred to the Comrittee on
Housing -- reported and referred to the Conmittee on Ways and Means --
recommtted to the Conmttee on Ways and Means in accordance wth
Assembly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- committee discharged, bill anmended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recommitted to said commttee

AN ACT to anend the public housing law, in relation to making the hous-
i ng access voucher pilot program permanent; and to amend section 2 of
part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, anending the public housing
law relating to establishing the housing access voucher pilot program
inrelation to the effectiveness thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The article heading of article 14-A of the public housing
| aw, as added by section 1 of part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025,
is anended to read as foll ows:

HOUSI NG ACCESS VOUCHER [ R=CF] PROGRAM

8§ 2. Subdivisions 5 and 13 of section 605 of the public housing |aw,
as added by section 1 of part HH of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2025, are
anended to read as foll ows:

5. "Housi ng access voucher |ocal admnistrator"” neans a public housing
agency, as defined in subdivision three of this section, or Section 8

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmtted
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| ocal adm ni strator designated to adm nister the housing access voucher
[pHso+] program within a community, county or region, or statew de, on
behal f of and under contract with the housing trust fund corporation. In
the city of New York, the housing access voucher |ocal adm nistrator
shall be the New York city departnment of housing preservation and devel -
opnment, or the New York city housing authority, or both.

13. "Voucher" neans a docunent issued by the housing trust fund corpo-
ration pursuant to this article to an individual or famly selected for
adm ssion to the housi ng access voucher [piet] program which describes
such [pie+] program and the procedures for approval of a unit selected
by the fanmily and states the obligations of the individual or famly
under the [pH-et] program

8§ 3. Section 606 of the public housing |law, as added by section 1 of
part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 606. Housing access voucher |[pitet] program The conm ssioner
subject to the appropriation of funds for this purpose, shall inplenent
a |[#ot—year—pilot] programto provide rental assistance in the form of
housi ng vouchers for eligible individuals and famlies who are honel ess
or who face an inminent loss of housing in accordance wth the
provisions of this article. The housing trust fund corporation shal
i ssue vouchers pursuant to this article beginning March first, two thou-
sand twenty-six, subject to appropriation of funds for this purpose, and
may contract with the division of housing and community renewal to
adm ni ster any aspect of this [pet] program in accordance wth the
provisions of this article. The conm ssioner shall designate and
contract with housing access voucher |local adm nistrators in the state
to make vouchers available to such individuals and famlies beginning
March first, two thousand twenty-six and to adm nister other aspects of
the [piHet] programin accordance with the provisions of this article

8 4. Section 607 of the public housing |law, as added by section 1 of
part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 607. Eligibility. The conmssioner shall pronulgate standards for
determining eligibility for assistance wunder this [piHet] program
Individuals and famlies who neet the standards shall be eligible
regardl ess of imrmigration status. Eligibility shall be limted to indi-
viduals and famlies who are honel ess or facing i mminent |oss of hous-
i ng. Housing access voucher | ocal administrators may rely on a certif-
ication from a social services provider serving honel ess individual s,
i ncluding, but not limted to, homel ess shelters to determ ne whet her an
applicant qualifies as a honel ess individual or famly.

1. An individual or famly shall be eligible for this [piHet] program
if they are honeless or facing inmnent |oss of housing and have an
i ncone of no nore than fifty percent of the area nedian income, as
defined by the United States departnment of housing and urban devel op-
ment .

2. Anindividual or famly in receipt of rental assistance pursuant to
this [piet] programshall be no longer financially eligible for such
assi stance under this [piet] programwhen thirty percent of the indi-
vidual's or famly's adjusted income is greater than or equal to the
total rent for the dwelling unit.

3. Wwen an individual or famly beconmes financially ineligible for
rental assistance under this [pi-et] program pursuant to subdivision two
of this section, the individual or famly shall retain rental assistance
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for a period no shorter than one year, subject to appropriation of funds
for this purpose.

4. Incone eligibility shall be wverified prior to a housing access
voucher local administrator's initial determnation to provide rental
assistance for this [piHet] program and upon determ nation of such
eligibility, an individual or famly shall annually certify their incone
for the purpose of determining continued eligibility and any adjustnents
to such rental assistance.

5. The conmmi ssi oner may col | aborate with the office of tenporary and
disability assistance and other state and city agencies to allow a hous-
ing access voucher |ocal admnistrator to access income informtion for
the purpose of determining an individual's or fanmly's initial and
continued eligibility for the [piHet] program

6. Reviews of incone shall be nmade no |l ess frequently than annually.

8§ 5. Subdivision 4 of section 608 of the public housing |law, as added
by section 1 of part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

4. Up to ten percent of the funds allocated nmay be used by the comm s-
sioner and the housing access voucher |ocal adnministrator for admnis-
trative expenses attributable to adm nistering the housing access vouch-
er [piot] program

8 6. The opening paragraph of section 611 of the public housing |aw,
as added by section 1 of part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, s
amended to read as foll ows:

The nonthly rental obligation for an individual or famly receiving
housi ng assistance pursuant to the housing access voucher [piet]
program shall be the greater of:

8 7. Subdivision 2 of section 612 of the public housing | aw, as added
by section 1 of part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is amended to
read as foll ows:

2. The conmi ssioner shall establish maximumrent levels for different
sized rentals in each rental area in a manner that pronpotes the use of
the [piHet] programin all localities based on the fair market rent of
the rental area. Rental areas shall be determ ned by the conm ssioner
The commi ssioner nay rely on data or other information pronulgated by
any other state or federal agency in determning the rental areas and
fair market rent.

8§ 8. Section 621 of the public housing | aw, as added by section 1 of
part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

8 621. Applicable codes. Housing eligible for participation in the
housi ng access voucher [piet] program shall conply with applicable
state and | ocal health, housing, building and safety codes.

8 9. Subdivision 1 of section 622 of the public housing | aw, as added
by section 1 of part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is amended to
read as foll ows:

1. The conm ssioner shall administer the housing access voucher
[ pHet] programunder this article to promote housing choice for voucher
hol ders. The conmi ssioner shall affirmatively pronote fair housing to
the extent possible under this [piet] program

8§ 10. Section 623 of the public housing |aw, as added by section 1 of
part HH of chapter 56 of the laws of 2025, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 623. Annual reports. The conmissioner shall, on or before Novenber
first, two thousand twenty-six and annually thereafter [uwatidl—ithe

copclusion—of the pilot program ocreated pursuyant to this article],
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submt a report on the inplenmentation of this article in counties
| ocated outside of the city of New York to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the
senate commttee on housing, the chair of the senate finance conmittee

the chair of the assenbly comrittee on housing, and the <chair of the
assenbly ways and neans comrittee. The conmi ssioner of the New York city
departnent of housing preservation and devel opnent, or the chief execu-
tive officer of the New York city housing authority, or both, shall, on
or before Novenber first, two thousand twenty-six and annually thereaft—
er [HnL+L——Lhe—eeneLHs+en—eL—#he—p+Le#—p#eg#anLe#ea%ed—pa#saan%—#e—%h+s
artiele], submit a report on the inplenentation of this article in the
city of New York to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate

the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the senate comrittee on hous-
ing, the chair of the senate finance conmttee, the chair of the assem
bly comrmittee on housing, and the chair of the assenbly ways and neans
comm ttee. Such report shall include, but need not be Ilimted to, the
following: (i) the amount of funding allocated for each county or the
city of New York for vouchers pursuant to this article, (ii) the nunber
of individuals or famlies who applied for vouchers pursuant to this
article, (iii) the nunber of individuals or famlies placed on waiting
lists for vouchers pursuant to this article, if any such waiting lists
exist, (iv) the nunmber of individuals or famlies issued vouchers pursu-
ant to this article, (v) the nunmber of individuals or famlies who were
honel ess prior to receiving a voucher pursuant to this article, (vi) the
voucher utilization rate for vouchers pursuant to this article, (vii)
the nmedi an i ncome of individuals or fanmilies issued vouchers pursuant to
this article, (viii) the median paynent standard per dwelling wunit,
including the nonthly assistance paynent and nonthly rent obligation

for vouchers pursuant to this article, and (ix) the nunber of individ-
uals or famlies who had been issued vouchers pursuant to this article
but who becane no longer financially eligible for vouchers pursuant to
this article during the reporting period.

8§ 11. Section 2 of part HH of chapter 56 of the |aws of 2025, anending
the public housing law relating to establishing the housing access
voucher pilot program is amended to read as follows:

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately [anrd—shalt—erain—tn—F ol
Foree—and—eftect—unti-— My 2030] . Any rule, regulation, plan or
gui dance docunent necessary for the inplementation of this act pronul-
gated by the commissioner of the division of housing and community
renewal shall apply only to those counties |ocated outside of the city
of New York. The New York city departnment of housing preservation and
devel opnent and the New York city housing authority, as applicable
shall pronulgate or rel ease rules, regulations, plans or guidance docu-
ments as necessary for the inplenentation of this act within the city of
New Yor k.

8§ 12. This act shall take effect imediately.



