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Introduced by M of A SOLAGES, HEVESI, JACOBSON, SIMON, BI CHOTTE HERME-
LYN, SEAWRI GHT, DI NOW TZ, ZI NERMAN, ROSENTHAL, DAVI LA, BARRETT, CRUZ
OrlsS, GONZALEZ- RQJAS, KELLES, STECK, SHI MSKY, SIMONE, LEVENBERG
BURDI CK, EPSTEIN, TAPIA, DeSTEFANO -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on Heal th

AN ACT to anend the public health law, in relation to prohibiting
virginity exam nations

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative intent: Virginity exam nations are gynecol ogi -
cal exam nations of the fenale genitalia purported to establish whether
a femal e has had vagi nal intercourse by correlating the absence of the
hymen or vaginal wall laxity with sexual activity. Reproductive experts
contend that there is no scientific nerit or clinical indication for
this type of examination, as these characteristics do not definitively
prove that a femal e has had intercourse. Experts also note that there
are significant adverse psychological and physical consequences for
i ndi vi dual s who have been subjected to these tests. Nunerous organiza-
tions, including the Wrld Health Organization, United Nations Human
Rights O fice, Anerican Coll ege of Cbstetricians and Gynecol ogi sts, and
International Society for Sexual Medicine have called for the elim -
nation of virginity exam nations as they are not nmedically indicated or
valid procedures, and their performance viol ates the human rights of the
i ndividual subject to the test. It is the intent of the legislature to
recogni ze that gynecol ogi cal exam nations purported to determ ne whether
a femal e has had vagi nal intercourse have no scientific nmerit, are not
nmedi cal |y indicated, and cause psychol ogi cal and physical trauma for the
reci pient; and as such, health care practitioners |licensed by and prac-
ticing in the state of New York should be prohibited fromconducting or
supervi sing these exami nations.
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§ 2. The public health |l aw is amended by adding a new section 267-c to
read as foll ows:

8§ 267-c. Prohibition of virginity exam nations. 1. For purposes of
this section, the following terns shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Virginity exam nation" shall nean any physical gynecol ogi cal exam
or inspection of the female genitalia purported to determne whether a
femal e has previously had vagi nal intercourse.

(b) "Health care practitioner" neans a health care practitioner
licensed, certified or otherwise authorized to practice under title
eight of the education law, acting within the practitioner's |awful
scope of practice.

2. No health care practitioner shall performa virginity exanination
or supervise the performance of a virginity exam nation on a patient.

3. This section shall not apply to any physical gynecol ogical exani na-
tion conducted as part of a forensic nedical exani nation.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




