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AN ACT to ensure the safe and efficient delivery of materials for the
tinmely construction of major renewable energy facilities in further-
ance of the goals mandated by the New York state climate |eadership
and conmunity protection act

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. In 2019, the state
enacted the historic New York state climte |eadership and conmmunity
protection act to mitigate the inpacts of <climate change and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions from anthropogenic sources 100% over 1990
| evel s by the year 2050. In 2020, the state enacted the accelerated
renewabl e energy growh and community benefit act, which provided for
the expedited siting of najor renewable energy facilities and related
transni ssi on. The | egi sl ature hereby finds and declares that to nmean-
ingfully and tinmely achieve the historic goals mandated in the New York
state climate |eadership and community protection act, and to neet the
technol ogy-specific requirenents set forth therein, including t he
installation of wind and solar-powered electric generation, the
construction of new and repowered wi nd turbines and solar arrays is an
urgent matter of great inmportance to New York. The |egislature further
finds that current rules, regulations, and policies addressing the
transport of Ilarge |loads on the state hi ghways and the thruway present
i npedi nents to the efficient transport of construction materials used
for these projects, including |arge | oads such as w nd turbines, which
is inconsistent with the goals of the accelerated renewable energy
growth and conmunity benefit act. Because of the unprecedented vol une
and size of materials planned for transport, the current rules regarding
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the use of police escorts for the transport of such loads may result in
del ays, shortages of police officer escorts, and retention of truck
traffic, that may hinder construction of mgjor renewable energy facili-
ties. Therefore, it is the intent of this act to supersede any such rule
or policy, and to allow materials used for the construction of any ngjor
renewabl e energy facility to be transported on state hi ghways and on the
thrunmay safely wusing either a police escort, or a private security
escort.

§ 2. (a) For the purposes of this act, the term"mgjor renewabl e ener-
gy facility" shall have the same neaning as defined in section 137 of
the public service | aw.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, rule, regulation, or internal poli-
cy of any state departnment, agency, public authority, or public benefit
corporation, vehicles carrying materials intended for the construction
of any major renewabl e energy facility, including oversize and superl oad
transport vehicles, shall be permtted to travel on the thruway and
state highways, in conpliance with the requirenments set forth in subdi-
vision (c) of this section, on any day of the week, including Saturday
and Sunday.

(c) Notwithstanding any other law, rule, regulation, or internal poli-
cy of any state departnent, agency, public authority, or public benefit
corporation, vehicles carrying materials intended for the construction
of any major renewabl e energy facility, including oversize and superl oad
transport vehicles, shall be permtted to travel either with a police
escort, including but not limted to environnental conservation offi-
cers, parks police, county sheriff deputies or the national guard, or
with a private security certified escort vehicle as that termis defined
in 17 NYCRR 154-1.12. The state shall not bear the cost of any private
security escort utilized under this section.

(d) Vehicles carrying materials intended for the construction of any
maj or renewabl e energy facility, including oversize and superload trans-

port vehicles, shall have a certified annual inspection denonstrating
conpliance with all applicable state and federal safety standards in
lieu of a state police level | full inspection, provided the certified

i nspection is perforned within seven cal endar days of the trip, the
vehicle 1is not subject to conmercial use in the interim and the opera-
tor of such vehicle nmakes satisfactory inspection paperwork available to
the state police, the departnent of transportation, and the thruway
aut hority upon request.

(e) Al state departnents, agencies, public authorities, or public
benefit corporations shall prioritize the permtting and requests for
approval for such travel for the transport of materials intended for use
in a major renewable energy facility. The department of transportation,
in consultation with the thruway authority and the state police, shal
establish through regulation a programfor the certification of private
security escorts authorized to escort vehicles transporting materials
i ntended for the construction of any major renewabl e energy facility.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect immediately.



