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STATE OF NEW YORK

11413

| N ASSEMBLY

May 15, 2026

I ntroduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Zinerman) --
read once and referred to the Comrmittee on Correction

AN ACT to anend the correction law, in relation to enacting the "famly
reuni fication and econoni ¢ enpower nent act™

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and nay be cited as
the "famly reunification and econom c enpower nment act".

8 2. Legislative findings and intent. The Ilegislature finds and
decl ares that:

Fami |y separation caused by incarceration has devastating social and
econom ¢ consequences for children and communities across New York
state. Existing prison |abor systens rely on conpul sory, underpaid, and
non-rehabilitative work, which prevents incarcerated individuals from
meani ngfully contributing to the well-being of their famlies or prepar-
ing for successful reentry. Strengthening fam |y bonds during incarcera-
tion reduces recidivism inproves child outconmes, and lowers state
spendi ng on foster care, child welfare, and public assistance. A rehabi-
litative enploynment and training nodel that pays fair wages to incarcer-
ated individuals, invests in famly connections, and buil ds narketable
skills will create a path toward famly stability, econom c enpowernent,
and conmunity safety. The state further finds that its purchasing power
should be wused to strengthen fanmilies and comunities, not perpetuate
cycl es of poverty and incarceration

It is the intent of this act to:

1. Prevent unnecessary famly separation by providing technology and
support for ongoi ng contact between incarcerated parents and their chil-
dren;

2. Create a pilot program in New York City that establishes paid
apprenticeshi ps for incarcerated parents;

3. Ensure that conpensation earned can be used to support dependents,
cover conm ssary needs, and build financial readiness for reentry;
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4. By reforming procurenent practices and opening opportunities to
i ncarcerated workers, New York can align its economc policies with the
val ues of rehabilitation, famly stability, and conmunity reinvestnent.

8§ 3. The correction law is anended by adding a new section 173 to read
as foll ows:

8 173. Famly reunification and econoni ¢ enpowernent pilot program 1
Establishnment. There is hereby created a famly reunification and
econoni ¢ _enpowernent pilot programor "pilot program, administered by
the departnment, to provide incarcerated parents in the city of New York
With access to paid apprenticeship and enploynent opportunities while
incarcerated.

2. Wages. Participants in such pilot programshall be conpensated at a
rate no less than fifty percent of the state m ni num wage.

3. Use of earnings. Earnings from apprenticeship and enpl oynent oppor -
tunities pursuant to such pilot programshall be deposited into accounts
designated for the incarcerated individual and may be allocated toward:

(a) child support or dependent care paynents;

(b) conmmi ssary purchases; and

(c) savings accounts for reentry upon rel ease.

4. Training and certification. Participants shall receive access to
vocational training and workforce developnent prograns aligned wth
hi gh-denmand industries, wth certification opportunities recognized by
state and private sector enployers as referenced in paragraph two of
subdivision a of section thirty-five hundred two of the New York city
charter.

5. Virtual famly contact for incarcerated parents. The departnent
shall establish and maintain a program to ensure that incarcerated
parents have reqular opportunities for virtual contact with their minor
children., such children's qguardians or caregivers, and other famly
nenbers. where appropriate. The departnent shall install, maintain, and
nmeke accessible audiovisual neeting equipnent in correctional facilities
for the purpose of facilitating such contact. The departnent nmay partner
with comrunity-based organizations, libraries, child welfare organi za-
tions, and fanm ly support prograns, including prograns sinmlar to Chil-
dren of Promise and the Brooklyn Public Library, to support neaningful
engagenent between incarcerated parents and their children.

6. Evaluation. Such pilot program shall be independently evaluated
within two vears of the effective date of this section, with findings
reported to the governor, the legislature, and the public on the inpact
of such pilot programon famly stability, reentry success, and state
expendi tures.

8 4. Severability clause. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivi-
sion, section or part of this act shall be adjudged by any court of
conmpetent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgnent shall not affect,
impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in
its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section
or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in which such judg-
ment shall have been rendered. It is hereby declared to be the intent of
the legislature that this act would have been enacted even if such
invalid provisions had not been included herein.

8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




