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STATE OF NEW YORK

11332

| N ASSEMBLY

May 11, 2026

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Ronero) --
read once and referred to the Comm ttee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the public officers law, in relation to the denial of
access to public records that relate to civil investigations; to anmend
the executive law and the civil rights law, relating to the enforce-
ment powers of the attorney general; to amend the education law, in
relation to authorizing the attorney general to enforce the provisions
of the education | aw agai nst covered entities who engage in discrim -
nation and the powers and duties of state university trustees; and to
amend the public health law, in relation to the conpronmi se of certain
clains the state may have

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraphs iii and iv of paragraph (e) of subdivision 2
of section 87 of the public officers |law, as amended by chapter 155 of
the laws of 2022, are anended to read as foll ows:

iii. identify a confidential source or disclose confidential infornma-
tion relating to a civil or crinminal investigation; or

iv. reveal civil or crinmnal investigative techniques or procedures,
except routine techniques and procedures;

§ 2. Section 297 of the executive lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. Where the attorney general determnes that an unlawful discrin na-
tory practice is repeated or otherwi se persistent, the attorney genera
shall have a cause of action in any court of appropriate jurisdiction
for damages, injunctive relief, and such other renedies as nmay be appro-
priate. The attorney general is authorized to take proof, issue subpoe-
nas, and adnini ster oaths when investigating whether an action should be
filed. The term "repeated"” as used in this subdivision shall include
repetition of any separate and distinct unlawful discrimnatory prac-
tice, or conduct that affects nore than one person. The term "persist-

ent" as used in this subdivision shall include continuance or carrying
on of any unlawful discrimnatory practice. Nothing in this section
shall in any way limt rights or renedies which are otherwise available

under law to the attorney general or any other person authorized to
bring an action under this section.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, nmatter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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§ 3. Section 40-c of the civil rights lawis amended by adding a new
subdi vision 3 to read as foll ows:

3. Wiere the attorney general deternmines that a political subdivision
of the state or any private actor has violated this section in a nanner
that is repeated or otherw se persistent, the attorney general shal
have a cause of action in any court of appropriate jurisdiction for
danages, injunctive relief, and such other renedies as nmay be appropri-
ate. The attorney general is authorized to take proof, issue subpoenas,
and admnister oaths when investigating whether an action should be
filed. The term "repeated” as used in this subdivision shall include
repetition of any separate and distinct violation, or conduct that
affects nore than one person. The term "persistent" as used in this
subdivision shall include continuance or carrying on of any violation
Nothing in this section shall in any way limt rights or renedies which
are otherwise available under lawto the attorney general or any other
person authorized to bring an action under this section

§ 4. Section 75 of the executive law is anmended by adding a new subdi -
vision 6 to read as foll ows:

6. Protected rights, privileges and imunities. It is unlawful for any
covered agency, or any agent thereof, or any person acting on behalf of
a covered agency., to engage in a pattern or practice of conduct that
deprives persons of rights, privileges, or imunities secured or
protected by the constitution or laws of the United States or the state
of New York. \Wenever the attorney general has reasonable cause to
believe that a violation of this section has occurred, the attorney
general, for or in the nane of the state of New York, may in a civi
action obtain any and all appropriate relief to elinmnate the pattern or
practice. Venue for a civil action brought under this section shall be
in New York County or Albany County. Nothing in this section shall in
any way limt rights or renedies which are otherw se avail able under |aw
to the attorney general or any other person.

8§ 5. The education law is anended by adding a new section 2-e to read
as foll ows:

8 2-e. Addressing repeated or persistent discrinmnation. 1. The attor-
ney general shall have jurisdiction to investigate and bring any civil
action or proceeding in a nmanner consistent with the authority granted
by subdivision twelve of section sixty-three of the executive |aw
including to take proof, make determnations, and issue subpoenas,
which, in the attorney general's judgnent, is necessary for the effec-
tive enforcenent of any provision of this chapter, the violation of
which resulted or foreseeably will result in repeated or persistent
discrimnation based on a person's actual or perceived race, color,
weight, national origin, citizenship or imrigration status, ethnic
group, religion or creed, religious practice, disability, sexual orien-
tation. gender expression or gender identity, sex, marital status, fam -
lial status., pregnancy, or status as a victimof donestic violence, sex
offenses, or stalking, by any covered entity. For the purposes of this

section, "covered entity" shall include all public elenentary or second-
ary schools, school districts, and charter schools; provided, however,
nothing in this section shall apply to colleges, universities, or
private, religious, or denom national educational institutions. Testi -

nonial evidence given by school enployees in such enforcenent matter
shall not be adnissible against such enployee in a disciplinary proceed-
i ng brought against such enployee by the enploying school district or
other entity.




OCoO~NOUIRWN P

A. 11332 3

2. \Were the attorney general has the authority to bring a civil
action or proceeding in connection with the enforcenent of this chapter,
in lieu thereof, the attorney general nmay accept an assurance that such
act or practice in violation of subdivision one of this section from any
person or covered entity has ceased. Evidence of a violation of such
assurance shall constitute a prima facie proof of violation of the
applicable lawin any civil action or proceeding thereafter conmenced by
the attorney general. Any civil action or proceeding brought in
connection with the enforcenent of this section shall be commenced with-
in six years.

3. Nothing in this section shall preclude or lint the rights, rene-
dies or causes of action provided under any law to the attorney general
any person, agency authorized to enforce or bring an action under this
chapter, or under any local, state, or federal ordinance, law, or regu-
lation including but not limted to, any renedies or rights available
under the individuals with disabilities education act, titles VI and VI
of the civil rights act of 1964, title I1X of the education anmendnents of
1972, section 504 of the rehabilitation act of 1973, or the Anericans
with disabilities act of 1990.

8 6. Subdivision 10 of section 355 of the education |aw, as amended by
chapter 552 of the laws of 1985, is amended to read as foll ows:

10. The state university trustees may authorize the chief admnistra-
tive officer of each nedical center of the state wuniversity operating
in-patient or out-patient hospital facilities or clinic facilities to
conproni se any claimwhich the state may have for care, maintenance or
treatnent received or furnished to patients in such facilities, in prop-
er cases, where substantial justice will best be served thereby. Any
such conprom se shall be [ | i |

] in_accordance with paraneters established by the
office of the attorney general.

8§ 7. Subdivision 3 of section 2602 of the public health law, as added
by chapter 425 of the laws of 1967, is anended to read as follows:

3. The commissioner may in [ks] the conmmi ssioner's discretion, in
proper cases, where substantial justice will best be served thereby,
wai ve such bills or conprom se any portion of such bills for the mainte-
nance, care and treatnment received or furnished to patients in the
hospital. Such waiver or conpromse shall be made only wupon prior
approval of the conptroller [andthe—attorhrey—genreral] when [ihey—deend
the conptroller deens it to be for the best interest of the state.

8§ 8. Subdivision 3 of section 406 of the public health law, as added
by chapter 211 of the laws of 1972, is anended to read as foll ows:

3. The conmissioner may in [his] the conm ssioner's discretion, in
proper cases, where substantial justice will best be served thereby,
waive bills for the naintenance, care and treatnent received or
furnished to patients in any of the hospitals or institutions of the
departnent or conpromise any portion of such bills. Such waiver or
conproni se shall be nade only upon prior approval of the conptroller
[ ard—the—attorney—general] when [they—deen| the conptroller deens it to
be for the best interest of the state.

8 9. Severability. If any provision of this act, or any application of
any provision of this act, is held to be invalid, that shall not affect
the wvalidity or effectiveness of any other provision of this act, any
ot her application of any provision of this act, or any other provision
of any law or code anended by this act.

§ 10. This act shall take effect inmediately.




