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STATE OF NEW YORK

10950

| N ASSEMBLY

April 14, 2026

Introduced by M of A LUPARDO, CONRAD, ANGELI NO, SH MSKY, M:DONOUGH
MANKTELOW JENSEN, DeSTEFANO, SEMPOLI NSKI -- read once and referred to
the Conmittee on Codes

AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to the assault on sports
officials

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "sports officials protection act".

8§ 2. Subdivision 14 of section 120.05 of the penal |aw, as added by
chapter 268 of the laws of 2016, is amended and a new subdivision 15 is
added to read as foll ows:

14. Wth intent to prevent or obstruct a process server, as defined in
section eighty-nine-t of the general business law, fromperformng a
| awful duty pursuant to article three of the civil practice law and
rules, or intentionally, as retaliation against such a process server
for the performance of the process server's duties pursuant to such
article, including by neans of releasing or failing to control an ani nal
evincing the actor's intent that the aninmal prevent or obstruct the
| awful duty of the process server or as retaliation against the process
server, [he—or—she] such person causes physical injury to such process
server[—]._or

15. Wth intent to cause physical injury to a sports official, which
shall include wunpires, referees, judges, linesnen, coaches, assistant
coaches, and any other person participating in an official or substitute
capacity at a sports contest, such person causes such injury to such

sports official in or on or within any building, structure, athletic
playing field or playground at which the sports contest including pre-
gane and post-gane activities are conducted; including any and al

surroundi ng parking facilities or areas designated for parking for such
sports contests.

8 3. The penal law is anmended by adding a new section 240.34 to read
as foll ows:
8 240.34 Harassnent of a sports official.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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A person is guilty of aggravated harassnment of a sports official when,
with intent to harass, annoy, threaten or alarma sports official, which

shall include unpires, referees, judges., linesnen, coaches, assistant
coaches, and any other person participating in an official or substitute
capacity at a sports contest. such person:

1. Strikes, shoves., kicks or otherw se subjects such sports officia
to physical contact, or attenpts to threaten to do the sane;

2. Causes or attenpts to cause such sports official to cone into
contact with saliva by expelling such fluid at a sports contest; or

3. Communicates a threat to cause physical harmto, or unlawful harm
to the property of a sports official, and the person knows or reasonably
shoul d know that such comrunication will cause such sports official to
reasonably fear harmto such official's physical safety or property.

Har assnent of a sports official is a violation.

8§ 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw.




