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STATE OF NEW YORK

10858

| N ASSEMBLY

April 8, 2026

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to establishing
procedures for the social admission of certain mnors presenting to
energency departments for nmental or behavioral health evaluation when
a parent, legal guardian, or |ocal social services district refuses to
retrieve the mnor upon discharge

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
2805-b-1 to read as fol |l ows:

8§ 2805-b-1. Social adnission of minors. 1. As used in this section
the term"hospital"” shall include hospitals and general hospitals as
such terns are defined in subdivisions one and ten of section twenty-
eight hundred one of this article.

2. (a) A hospital shall admit a nminor to an appropriate inpatient unit
under a social adm ssion status when:

(i) such mnor presents to a hospital energency departnent or energen-
cy crisis unit for evaluation of nental or behavioral health concerns;

(ii) such mnor receives a conprehensive evaluation wthin no nore
than twenty-four hours of their arrival at such hospital;

(iii) the psychiatric or crisis teamevaluating such ninor determ nes
that such mnor does not neet clinical criteria for inpatient psychiat-
ric adm ssion and is nedically cleared for discharge; and

(iv) the parent or legal guardian of such mnor or the |ocal social
services district refuses or fails to retrieve such mnor, effectively
abandoni ng such mnor at the hospital.

(b) Admission of a mnor under a social adnission status pursuant to
this subdivision shall be for custodial and safety purposes and shal
not be based on psychiatric nedical necessity.

3. Upon adnmitting a minor under a social admission status pursuant to
subdi vision two of this section, the hospital adnmitting such m nor shal
inmediately notify the appropriate |ocal social services district and/or
local child protective service and shall coordinate with the local child

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
LBD15198-01-6



O©Coo~NoOO~wWNE

A. 10858 2

protective service to determ ne and secure a safe and appropriate place-
nent for such ninor.

4. Assigned caseworkers shall review the cases of nminors admtted
pursuant to subdivision two of this section on an ongoing basis to
ensure such ninors do not renmain under inpatient social adm ssion status
at a hospital indefinitely.

5. Hospitals shall report quarterly to the local child protective
service, the office of children and famly services, the departnent, and
all stakeholders, information on the nunber of social admissions nmade
pursuant to this section, the length of stay of nminors admtted pursuant
to this section, and disposition outcones of social adnmi ssions nmade
pursuant to this section, for the purpose of informng policy and
resource allocation.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have become a law. Effective i mediately, the departnment of
health and the office of children and famly services are authorized to
pronul gate any rules and regul ati ons necessary for the tinely inplenen-
tation of this act on or before such effective date.




