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STATE OF NEW YORK

10785

| N ASSEMBLY

April 1, 2026

Introduced by M of A NORBER CHANG BROOK- KRASNY, NOVAKHOV -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Codes

AN ACT to anend the penal law, in relation to the crinmes of disruption
or disturbance of a religious service, funeral, burial or nenorial
service in the first and second degrees

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 240.00 of the penal law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. "Place of religious worship" nmeans any building, structure, or
portion thereof, that is regularly used by a religious corporation, as
incorporated under the religious corporations |law or the education |aw,
for purposes of conducting religious services, cerenpnies, or other
forns of religious observance or prayer.

§ 2. Section 240.21 of the penal |aw, as anended by chapter 566 of the
| aws of 2008, the opening paragraph as anended by chapter 528 of the
|l aws of 2011, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 240.21 Disruption or disturbance of a religious service, funeral,
burial or nenorial service in the second degree

A person is qguilty of disruption or disturbance of a religious

service, funeral, burial or nmenorial service in the second degree when
[ he—o—she] such person nmakes unreasonabl e noi se or disturbance while at
a lawmfully assenbled religious service, funeral, burial or nenorial

service, or wthin [th+~ee] five hundred feet thereof, with intent to
cause annoyance or alarmor recklessly creating a risk thereof.

Di sruption or disturbance of a religious service, funeral, burial or
nmenorial service in the second degree is a class A m sdeneanor.

8§ 3. The penal law is anmended by adding a new section 240.22 to read
as foll ows:
8§ 240.22 Disruption or disturbance of a religious service, funeral

burial or nenorial service in the first degree.

A person is quilty of disruption or disturbance of a religious
service, funeral, burial or nenorial service inthe first degree when
such person makes unreasonable noise or disturbance while at a lawfully

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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assenbled religious service, funeral, burial or nenorial service, or
within five hundred feet thereof, wth intent to cause annoyance or
alarmor recklessly creating a risk thereof, and

1. Interferes with access to a place of religious worship thereby
preventing another person fromexercising the right of religious freedom
therein; or

2. |Is part of a group or groups of two or nore people denonstrating or
preparing to denpnstrate outside of a place of religious worship.
including its parking |ot entrances, driveways, driveway entrances, and
any other public way that cones in contact with such facilities.

Di sruption or disturbance of a religious service, funeral, burial or
nenorial service in the first degree is a class E fel ony.

8 4. This act shall take effect immediately.




