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STATE OF NEW YORK

10731

| N ASSEMBLY

March 27, 2026

Introduced by M of A WOERNER, WALSH -- read once and referred to the
Commi ttee on Econoni c Devel opnent

AN ACT to anend the executive |law and the state finance law, in relation
to establishing standards for aninal boarding facilities

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is amended by adding a new article 19-C

to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 19-C
REGULATI ON OF ANI MAL BOARDI NG FACI LI TI ES

Section 440. Definitions.

441, license required and inspection of facilities.

442. Recordkeepi ng and protocols.

443. Ceneral facility standards.

444. Ani mal housi ng.

445. Ani mal husbandry.

8 440. Definitions. For purposes of this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "Animal" shall nean a dog, cat or other conpanion aninmal, but shal
not include |ivestock.

2. "Animal boarding facility" nmeans a for-profit facility owned, oper-
ated or otherwise mamintained for the care or custody of animals for
boarding, training, or simlar purposes, for varying periods of tine,
where the ownership of the animal is not transferred, regardless of
whet her such facility also serves as a personal residence. Such term
shall not include:

(a) facilities regulated as pet dealers under article twenty-six-A of
the agriculture and narkets | aw

(b) facilities regulated as aninal shelters under article twenty-six-B
of the agriculture and markets |aw

(c) facilities operated by a veterinarian as part of their regular
veterinary practice

(d) "doggy day care" or "pet day care"; or
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e et sitting services where care is provided in a private residence
solely to aninmals that belong to the owner or |essor of such residence.

3. "Departnent” shall nean the departnent of state.

4. "Doggy day care" or "pet day care" shall nean short-term daytinme
care for six or fewer dogs, excluding working dogs as defined in section
ninety of the state law and dogs owned by the proprietor of such day
care facility that reside in such proprietor's residence, at a facility
on property shared with such proprietor's residence that provides super-

vised playtinme and socialization for groups of dogs and food and water
as needed. provided the duration of any stay does not exceed ten hours.

5. "Primary enclosure" shall nean the area of confinenent used for
housing an individual aninmal and where such aninal spends the nmjority
of its tine while staying at an aninal boarding facility.

6. "Secretary" shall nean the secretary of state of the state of New
Yor k.

8 441. Llicense required and inspection of facilities. 1. Any person
operating an animal boarding facility shall be licensed by the depart-
nent pursuant to the provisions of this article.

2. Notwi thstanding the foregoing, any person operating an aninal
boarding facility on or before the effective date of this section, who
has filed an application for an initial license under this article is
hereby authorized to operate without such license until the departnent
grants or, after notice of an opportunity to be heard. declines to grant
such license. Each application for licensure shall be nmade on a form
supplied by the departnent, which contains such information as required
by the departnment, and shall be acconpanied by a nonrefundable fee of
one hundred fifty dollars.

3. The noneys received by the departnent pursuant to this section

shall be deposited in the "animal boarding facilities licensing fund"
established pursuant to section ninety-nine-uu of the state finance | aw

4. Application for licensure as set forth in this section shall be
made annually to the departnent on a form prescribed by the departnent.
Such form shall include, but not be limted to, the follow ng inforna-
tion:

(a) The nane of the applicant and the nane or nanes under which the
applicant offers its services to the public, any name under which the
applicant has offered such services to the public during the past five
years, and whether the applicant has ever held an aninal boarding facil-
ity license issued pursuant to this article;

(b) The address and telephone nunber of the applicant and for any
ot her prem ses owned or |eased by such applicant to carry out its busi-
Nness purposes;

(c) The website and ennil address of the applicant;

(d)  The maxi num nunber and species of animals the facility intends to
har bor ;

(e) A description of facilities by which the applicant carries out the
pur poses for which it was incorporated;

f) Current trainin rotocol and procedural practices; and
O her information as deened necessary to satisfy the departnent of
the applicant's character and responsibility.

5. The departnent shall conduct an inspection of the applicant's
facilities prior to the issuance of a |license pursuant to this section,
and annual inspections of the applicant's facilities 1licensed pursuant

to this section prior to renewal of such |license. The departnent nmay
periodically conduct unannounced inspections of such facilities and
whenever, in the discretion of the secretary, a conplaint warrants such
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investigation. Animal boarding facilities licensed pursuant to this
section shall provide the departnent with open hours to facilitate tine-
ly inspections. Renewal of an animal boarding facility |license shall not
be granted wuntil all outstanding violations issued pursuant to this
article are corrected and any outstanding nonetary penalties assessed
pursuant to this article are paid in full.

6. Upon validation by the departnent, the application shall becone the
license of the animal boarding facility. The departnent shall retain a
copy of such license and provide a copy of the license to the animm
boarding facility. Animal boarding facilities licensed pursuant to this
section shall conspicuously display their license on the prem ses where
their aninmals are harbored. The departnment shall also provide the licen-
see with an aninmal boarding facility registration identification nunber.
The licensee's aninmal boarding facility reqgistration identification
nunber shall be prominently displayed on the licensee's websites and any

publications or advertisenents nmade available to the public.

7. Such license shall be renewable annually, together with the paynent
of a nonrefundable fee of one hundred fifty dollars.

8. The secretary may decline to grant or renew, or nmy suspend or
revoke an animal boarding facility license, on any one or nore of the
following grounds, provided that before any of the aforenentioned
actions are taken pursuant to this section, the secretary shall hold a
hearing, upon due notice to the licensee in accordance wth any regu-
lations pronmulgated by the departnent and in accordance with articles
three and four of the state adm nistrative procedure act, and provided
further that any action of the secretary is subject to judicial review
in a proceeding under article seventy-eight of the civil practice |aw
and rul es:

(a) material misstatenent in the |icense application;

(b) material msstatenent in or falsification of records required to
be kept pursuant to this article, or under any regulation pronulgated
thereunder, or failure to allow the departnment to inspect records of the
ani mal boarding facility;

(c) violation of any provision of this article or conviction of a
violation of any provision of article twenty-six of the agriculture and
narkets law or requlations pronul gated thereunder pertaining to hunane
treatnent of aninmls, cruelty to aninals, endangering the life or health
of an animal. or violation of any federal., state, or local |law pertain-
ing to the care, treatnent, sale, possession, or handling of animals or
any regulation or rule relating to the endangernent of the life or
health of an ani nal

(d) failure to conply with any of the provisions of this article or
any rule or reqgulation promulgated by the secretary to effectuate the
pur poses of this article; or

(e) failure to renew a license within the period prescribed in subdi-
vision seven of this section.

8 442. Recordkeeping and protocols. 1. Each animal boarding facility
shall examine an aninal upon its initial intake for unique identifiers
and any other formof identification that may allow for reunification
with an owner.

2. Each animal boarding facility shall create and maintain a record

for each animal in their custody or possession, which shall mnimlly
incl ude:

(a) Unigue identifiers and any other identification associated with
the animal upon exanmnation at initial entry, including but not limted

to a tattoo, a pernmanent official identification nunber as prescribed in
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section one hundred eleven of the agriculture and narkets |law, or other
identification tags, rabies tags and nunbers, or a mcrochip nunber, if
present ;

(b) The nane, address and tel ephone nunber of the animal's owner;

(c) The date of each intake into and departure fromthe animal board-
ing facility;

(d) Basic descriptors including species, age, gender, physi cal
description including color, and the spay or neuter status at entry if
determinable with reasonable certainty;

(e) Any avail able behavioral or health history or information other-
wise obtained at intake, including bite history and rabies vaccination
status, when known; and

(f) Al veterinary and behavioral examnations, treatnments, proce-
dures., or nedications occurring during the animal's tine under the care
of the animal boarding facility.

3. Notwi thstanding any other provision of law or requlation to the
contrary, records for each aninal shall be naintained for not less than
three vears fromthe last date of aninmal departure.

4. Each animal boarding facility shall develop and nmaintain witten
protocols sufficiently detailed to achieve and maintain the standards
prescribed in this section. These shall include, but not be linmted to,
the foll ow ng:

(a) animal handling;

(b) behavioral assessnent;

(c) enrichnent and stress reduction;

(d) nmanagenent of bite/scratch cases; and

(e) sanitation.

5. Each animal boarding facility shall also develop and naintain the
following witten protocols, sufficiently detailed to achieve and nain-
tain the standards prescribed in this article:

(a) nutrition and feeding;

b hysi cal exani nati on;

(c) owner notification and energency veterinary care;

(d) pain nmanagenent ;

(e) vaccinations;

(f) parasite control; and

(ag) out break managenent/control of infectious diseases.

6. Protocols established by each aninmal boarding facility pursuant to
this section shall be reviewed annually and updated as necessary by

designated administrative and managerial staff. Such protocols shall be

made readily accessible to appropriate staff.
8 443. Ceneral facility standards. 1. Al facilities and all interior

conponents of each aninmal boarding facility shall be constructed of
materials that ensure a sound physical structure and shall be maintained
So as to protect animals from injury, ensure containnent of aninals
within the property, and restrict unauthorized entry of other animals
and humans to the building.

2. Indoor building surfaces in direct contact with aninmals shall be
constructed of materials that are non-porous, water-resistant, non-toxic
and able to withstand reqgular cleaning and disinfection. Adequate drain-
age shall prevent the accunulation of water or other liquids on floors.

3. FElectrical power and running water shall be maintained in al
indoor areas of the facility that house animals, with witten energency
plans in place for backup sources or the relocation of the animals to a
safe environnent in the event of outages lasting nore than four hours.
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4., Readily accessible sinks shall be conveniently located in al
aninal care areas.
5. Anbient tenperatures in all indoor aninmal housing areas shall be

routinely maintained between sixty and eighty degrees Fahrenheit.

6. Each aninmal shall be nonitored and provided with an environnent
allowing for the maintenance of normal body tenperature based on
species, breed, body condition, nedical condition, and age.

7. Each animal boarding facility shall docunment the regular mainte-
nance of air handling systens in accordance with the manufacturer's
recommendat i ons.

8. Ammpnia levels shall be kept at less than two parts per nmillion.

9. Each aninmal boarding facility shall provide separate housing areas,
segregated by species and fromuni nfected, unexposed animals, for the
housing of any aninmal with an infectious disease that nmay be transmtted
within the boarding facility environnent and requiring isolation as
deternmned by a licensed veterinarian. Doors separating such roons from
the renmainder of the facility shall be kept cl osed.

10. Each aninal boarding facility shall mninize continuous exposure
of personnel and aninmals to sound levels exceeding eighty-five decibels.
Active neasures shall be taken and docunented to nmininize sound levels
in housing areas. Such neasures may include nodified kennel design
relocation of particularly loud aninals, or use of visual barriers,
sound baffling., and behavioral enrichnent protocols. Each aninal board-
ing facility shall use a decibel nmeter at a mninumof once a week to
neasure the level of sound in their kennels during cleaning and resting
tinmes. A record of such neasurenents and the date such neasurenments were
recorded shall be maintained by each animal boarding facility.

11. Each animal boarding facility shall provide aninal housing areas

that provide adequate lighting and a neans to maintain diurnal |ight
cycles pursuant to an established schedule. All aninmals shall have a
mnimum_ of eight hours each of light and darkness within a twenty-four-
hour cycl e.

12. Each aninmal boarding facility shall establish and maintain a wit-
ten plan for pest and vermn control, including the follow ng:

(a) A nmethod of controlling rodent infestation that is effective and
safe for both humans and aninmals housed in the facility;

(b) A record or copies of service reports fromoutside service provid-
ers related to pest and vermn control that docunent dates. nethods,

| ocations, and outcones, if applicable; and
(c) Food stored in rodent-proof containers to prevent spoilage,

contamination, and infestation once opened, if the packagi nhg has been
danaged, or as otherw se required by such plan.

13. The use of unattended drop boxes for aninmal intake is prohibited.
14. Each animal boarding facility that operates in the state shal
provide sufficient space to enable each dog and cat to be able to turn
about freely, to stand, sit, and lie in a confortable, normal position
and to walk in a nornmal manner. The interior height of the primary
encl osure nmust be at least six inches higher than the tallest dog in the
encl osure when the dog is standing in a normal confortable standing
position and shall provide the n ni num space needed for dogs based on

body length, as set forth bel ow

Dog Length Sg Ft Dog Length Sg Ft Dog Length Sq Ft
(in) needed (in) needed (in) needed
7 or shorter 1.17 19 4,34 31 9.51
8 1.36 20 4.69 32 10.03
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9 1.56 21 5.06 33 10. 56
10 1.78 22 5.44 34 11.11
11 2.01 23 5.84 36 12. 25
12 2. 25 24 6. 25 38 13.44
13 2.51 25 6. 67 40 14. 69
14 2.78 26 7.11 42 16. 00
15 3.06 27 7.56 44 17. 36
16 3.36 28 8.03 46 18. 78
17 3. 67 29 8.51 48 or | onger 20. 25
18 4. 00 30 9. 00

15. Each animal shall be housed alone in a primary encl osure, provided
however, that the owner of two animals of the same species nmay request
the animal boarding facility to house both such animals together in the
sane primary enclosure, provided the total floor space in such enclosure
neets or exceeds each animal's individual mninum space requirenent as
set forth in subdivision fourteen of this section.

16. Each aninmal boarding facility shall ensure that animals have
access to water and food in accordance with section four hundred forty-
five of this article, unless it is nedically necessary to restrict an
animal fromeating or drinking.

8 444, Aninmal housing. 1. Each animal boarding facility shall provide
each animal in its custody or possession with a suitable prinmary encl o-
sure that neets the requirenents prescribed in section four hundred
forty-three of this article.

2. Unsupervised tethering for periods exceeding thirty mnutes is
pr ohi bi t ed.

3. Wre or slat-bottom cages are prohibited unless a solid tray is
provided for the cage bottomto prevent injury to the ani nmal

4. Aninmals shall not be housed outdoors for nore than twelve hours
within a twenty-four-hour period, wth the exception of free-roamng
cats under the care of the animal boarding facility.

5. Qutdoor primary enclosures shall conply with all housing require-
nents prescribed in this section and shall provide the foll ow ng:

(a) protection fromthe elenents at all tines;

(b) adequate drainage to prevent the accunulation of excess water in
or around the enclosures;

(c) a noisture-proof, insulated shelter structure large enough to
sinmultaneously accommpdate all animals in the enclosure, unless imedi-
ate entry to an indoor portion of the enclosure is accessible;

(d) security fromunauthorized entry of other animals into the enclo-
sure;

(e) a separate, shaded area sufficient to sinmultaneously accommbdate
all animals, except when aninals have imediate access to an indoor
portion of the enclosure;

(f) <clean dry bedding at all tinmes and a heat source when the outdoor
tenperature falls below fifty degrees Fahrenheit; and

(g) enclosures that allow outdoor access for cats shall be fully
encl osed to prevent escape fromthe enclosure.

8 445. Animal husbandry. 1. Each animal boarding facility shal
provide each animal under its care with fresh, potable water at al
tinmes unless otherwise directed by a duly licensed veterinarian.

2. Each aninmal boarding facility shall feed each animal under its care
a conplete and nutritionally bal anced. species-specific and |life-stage-
appropriate diet as indicated by the aninmal's age, weight, and nedical
health, or as specifically directed by the aninmal's owner
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3. Food shall be provided at |east once daily for adult aninals and at
least twice daily for animals | ess than six nonths of age.

4. Perishable animal food shall be refrigerated.

5. Animal food and water containers shall be present in sufficient

nunber and location to safely enable each ani mal in the enclosure to
access an adequate supply of food and water. Food and water bow s shal
be of the type that can be easily sanitized, be kept clean and shall be

cleaned and disinfected prior to use by a different animal, unless
di sposable bow s are used and repl aced between aninals.

6. Each aninmal shall be observed during or follow ng each feeding tine
to ensure daily food intake, or at |least once every twenty-four hours
for animals continually offered food. Such observations shall be
recorded.

8§ 2. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section 99-uu to
read as foll ows:

8 99-uu. Animal boarding facilities licensing fund. 1. There is hereby
established in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the
conm ssioner of taxation and finance, a fund to be known as the "ani nal
boarding facilities licensing fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all nonies collected pursuant to article
ni neteen-C of the executive law and all other nonies credited or trans-
ferred thereto fromany other fund or source pursuant to |aw

3. Mnies of the fund shall be expended solely for the purposes of
carrying out the provisions of article nineteen-C of the executive |aw
Monies shall be paid out of the fund on the audit and warrant of the
state conptroller on vouchers approved by the secretary of state. Any
interest received by the conptroller on npnies on deposit in the animal
boarding facilities licensing fund shall be retained in and becone part
of such fund.

8§ 3. Severability. If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section or part
of this act shall be adjudged by any court of conpetent jurisdiction to
be invalid and after exhaustion of all further judicial review, such
judgnment shall not affect, inpair or invalidate the renai nder thereof,
but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, para-
graph, section or part thereof directly involved in the controversy in
whi ch such judgnent shall have been rendered.

8 4. This act shall take effect two years after it shall have becone a
law. Effective inmmedi ately, the addition, amendnment and/or repeal of any
rule or regulation necessary for the inplenmentation of this act on its
effective date are authorized to be nade and conpleted on or before such
effective date.




